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The purpose o! this hook is to show you how to iiaprovr 
your English without the help of a toucher. You will be yam 
own instructor, and you will find the method easy, exciting 
and full of fun. ' ' 

For tlio book is designed not as a task, but as a game. 
Don’t reel tense as you read these pages. Take it easy. Seim 
as you learn. 

But leant as you relax, Even the plaviug of: a game require 
■a certain amount of work. Head this hook leisurely but cure- 
sully. Set aside, if possible, a definite period every day—two 
hours, an hour, even half an hour if that is all you can spare. 
But, once you have deluded upon the schedule, stick to it. 
Make your studying a daily habit. 

Select, if you can, a quid place for your study. But this is 
not of the utmost importance. You can learn to concentrate 
even in noisy surroundings. Newspaper editors and business 
executives do some of their best thinking in the hubbub of 
their daily work, And one of the highest grade;; in tire history 
Oi Harvard was marie by a student who did big bonus lessons 
amidst the clatter of a largo family in the slums. 

ft is thcn.iforo.ru.it a question of 'where you .study, but k>n> 
yon study, Select your place, and then go ahead with your 
schedule. Arrange this schedule to lit your time. And rerunm- 
bar tltu old Homan adage: Make hnsU ulim'hf. Don’t [a> to 
read too many pages at one silling. Knowledge, like fond, 
must, be chewed and .swallowed a little at a time, 

On flic average, you should be aide to do about sixteen 
pages hi two hours, eight pages in one hour, four pages in 
half an hour. But don't lot these iiguies misguide von. Do as 
many or as few pages as vow allotted {(mo will allow you to 
understand and digest,. No matter vital you* speed, you will 
be throurrh with flic brink 1 ' ■ ’ ' - 
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master of Better English, in a few weeks or months at the j 

: most.; : : ; 

You will get the most out of this book if you approach it j 

not as a casual render but as an active thinker. Don't skip or ; 

skim. Don't merely dip into a subject. Plunge your whole j 
mind into it. You will find, it an invigorating experience in j 

mental gymnastics to get your knowledge and pleasure at the J 

same time. . J 

Easy does it. Various tests have shown that the best, way to j 

learn a new subject is to stop after every two or three pages : j 
and to ask yourself how much of the material has become " j 

-firmly fixed in your mind, That is how Benjamin Franklin ae- j 

quired his fluent style-words that flow as easily as the waters j 
of a rippling brook. He always tried to reconstruct, from j 
memory, the best passages that he had come across in his j 
daily reading. j 

This has been the experience of many other successful j 

thinkers and writers and men of affairs. They have learned to j 

1 read with their memory as well as with their eyes. As a guide I 

; to your memory, it is a good plan to Begin each day’s lesson j 

with a review of the previous day's work. You will find your j 
progress most satisfactory, as repeated experiments have . ,] 
shown, if you keep a pad and pencil always at hand, take j 
notes as you go along, and review your notes as well as your j 
| text. The best way to make another person's ideas your own 1 
is to condense them in your own words. 

> As you kirn eacih lesson and complete each word game, > 
try your newly acquired knowledge on your friends. &e if "T - 
you can; stump them with the quizzes that have stumped you. 

It's a great satisfaction to take a friend over a road that you j' 
have just discovered for yourself. Unlike yow money, ymv 1 
knowledge increases as you share it. 

But, most important of all, keep at this book steadily~»as n ! 
game, let me repeat, and not as a chore, Don't fret if fkre 
are some sections that may require a little more <xmccntrahV»i I 

and a little slower progress. You will find these sections few 1 

and far between. On the whole, the hook is designed to give i 

you a minimum of trouble and a maximum of fun. And it is so j 

paced that you can take it at your own best speed. 

So go ahead, in a relaxed mood, and with the certain j 
knowledge that an enthusiastic persistence will carry vou 
successfully to the end. 

Are you ready? Then turn to the next page and well begin, j 
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HOW GOOD IS YOUR KNGUSK? 


Have you ever taken stock of your mental equipment? 
...on knew your assets hi dollars and cents. Do you know your 
•insets in ideas and word;!? Tim English language has over 
bOB.fWO words. How many of them are yours? And how well 
can you combine thorn into sentences that will jassnade other 
people and increase your own chances for success? 

At school, the average child learns about 4,000 words a 
year, After leaving school, the average adult learns only about 
40 words a veat. This amazing fact lias been demonstrated in 
a number of experiments conducted at various educational 
institutions, 

A limited stock of words is one oi the main reasons why bo 
many people remain in tin; lower ranks. For words are the 
materials out of which we build our thoughts. The must 
successful people in the world arc those who understand the 
cash value of their words. Their self-confidence increases with 
tnsir superior power to express themselves. Winston Chureln 
ill, Lowell I honias, Dale Carnegie, the statesman, the radio 
announcer, the writer, the business executive, the star safe;- 
mrm, jhe popular lecturer, tile persuasive lawyer, the man 
who "talks burner into a prize job- -all those, in short, why 
haw arrived —are members of that select circle, the magical. 
wtwm of words. Your best capital, in this competitive^! 
of 0«rs, is mi adequate vocabulary and a kumvlcdfe of how 
to put it to work, 

Yet t!w. majority of Americans today arc langu.ijjo.poor. 
limy nuvci.it. enough words to define their wants or «W 
to attain them, 

Bm about yon? Are you rich, or pour, in the currency of 
your mother tongue? Suppose you find £m t f or Vf ,mself Here 

are several quizzes.in vocabulary, spelling, jvommeiafej' 

and grammar. These quizzt?s will test your’ability to under*- 

stand pnd to-use better English, The quostions—lOO in .. 

U 
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are neither too difficult nor too easy. Give yourself one credit j 
for every correct answer. You will find the answers to all the j 
100 questions after the final quiz. - . j 

And, whatever your score, don’t worry. It will be very j 

much better at the end of this book than it is at the beginning. j 

For this is precisely the purpose of the book—to show you j 

how to correct your grammatical faults, to increase your J 

■ .vocabulary, to build up your self-confidence, and to guide j 

you to greater power through the superior expression of your , j 
thoughts, 

Here, then, are-the questions for your entrance examination j 
to the Academy of Better English: 

' ' ’. i 

I. Vocabulary 

A | 

Check the correct word in each of die following pairs j 
enclosed by parentheses: j 

1. He (effected, affected) his friends with his pathetic ! 

story. 

2. The general predicted that war was (imminent, im¬ 
manent). 

3. Her insinuations (implied, inferred) that Mr. Smith 
was guilty. 

4. Honest people are (ingenious, ingenuous), 

5. Bachelors, as a rule, are (uninterested, disinterested) 
in marriage. 

6. I shall (illiterate, obliterate) the scoundrel from my 

mind. 7 j 

7. It was diagnosed as a (septic, skeptic) infection. 

8. He amused them with a number of humorous (anti¬ 
dotes, anecdotes). 

n ^ ttie ^ as 3 ( vmcious . voracious) appetite. ! 

10. The man in the desert suffered from an optical (allu¬ 
sion, illusion). 

b i 

. Ill(5icate whether the answer to each of the following ques¬ 
tions is tjes or no; , bl \ 

11. Is an orthopedist a specialist in children's 

diseases? y es N() 

12. Is an altruist a man who speaks the truth? Yes No i 

12 : i 


13. Is an optician a grinder of lenses? Yes No 

14. Is a uxorious person a person who loves 

1P UOT y ? Yes No 

lo. Is a loquacious woman very talkative? Yes No 

18. Can a censer ban a book? Yes No 

1 /. Do we felicitate a roan on his good fortune? Yes No 

18. Does a council plead cases in court? Yes No 

19. Is Eisenhower a progeny of military genius? Yes No 

20. Is a disease existing from birth congenital ? Yes No 


C 

In dus test, match the words of the first column with the 
definitions of the second column: 

a. appreciative of beauty 

b. replacing parts, in surgery 

c. severely abstinent 

d. extremely enthusiastic 

e. consisting of chemical substitutes 

D 

After each of the following five words, check the definition 
that fits it best: 

26. entomology 

(a) the science of human races, (b) the study of 
words, (c) a branch of zoology dealing with insects, 
(d) a disease of the liver 

27. fortuitous 

(a) strongly fortified, (b) courageous, (c) dangerous, 
(d) oecuring by chance 

28. cacophony 

(a) a disagreeable sound, (b) a fake, (c) slander, 
(d) praise 

29. parsimonious 

(a) belonging to a parish, (b) stingy, (c) prejudiced, 
(d) inactive * 

30. prurient 

(a) economical, (b) discreet, (c) lustful, (d) exces¬ 
sively modest 


21. ascetic 

22. synthetic 

23. esthetic 

24. prosthetic 

25. ecstatic 



II. Spelling 


A 

In each of the following groups, check the one word that 

is spelled wrong: 

; 31. (a) accessible, (b).allege, (c) annoint, (d) admissible 

32. (a) inoculate, (b) billious, (c) colossal, (cl) license 

33. (a) tyrannize, (b) embarrassment, (c) appraise, (cl) 
wierd 

34. (a) indispensable, (b) coalesce, (e) disappoint, (d) 

' connoisseur 

35. (a) giraffe, (b) persistant, (c) fuselage, (cl) idiosyn¬ 
crasy 

38. (a) licorice, (b) mischievious, (c) omitted, (d) paro¬ 
chial , 

3(. (a) naphtha, (b) parallel, (c)occurence, (d) persever¬ 
ance . • 1 

38. (a) aeheive, (b) committee, (c) operetta, (cl) plebeian 

39. (a) removable, (b) sedentery, (c) scissors, (d) 
resuscitate 

40. gan r0gllisbness ’ slier,,i ®» ( c ) separate, (d)tobog- 


A 

fe<pe£dr4^ e fo!I ° Wing gr0U P s> c!ieck **» one word that 

f (ajesjhilirate, (b) rebelious, (o) scythe, (d) releive 
■ ijneofo SeVeianCe> (°) sacreligious, (cl) 

43 ’ laiowSgf Gient ’ (b) PyjamaS> (c) l )receed ’ ( d ) ne- 

41 colusion PriSe5 (b) RV0irdu P° is> < c ) tolentiy, (d) 

46 LI CaH f* (C) a P arrel - W oallorio 

tlsZd * (b) COr ° b0rate - ( fl ) (d) 

fa ! a ! f ss W (b) sieze, ( c ) siege, (d) trapeeze 
49 S b f r0ffeSSOr ’ (d) Leeilate 
5ft L ^ Sincopation, (d) sollicit 

so. (a) strategy, (b) battalion, (c) Jfendat, (d, baX 


HI. Pronunciation 

Cht'dc the correct form or forms in each of the fallowing 
pans of pronunciations: 

51 abdomen (a) AB-doe-men (b) ab DOM-incn 

f' 'f m ! or y (a) ak-SES-o-rce (b) AK ses c.-ree 

5 J • ,,eah ' f y (a) BEE-ti-figh (b) bee-AT-i hVh 

enneature (a) KAH-i-ka-clioor (1.) kar-IK-a-dwor 

55. coupon (a) KOO-pon (1.) KVOO-pon 

>b. debris (a) DEB-ris (b) day-BREE 

decadent (a) dc-KAY-dent (b) DEK-adent 

5;. exigency (a) EKS-i-gcn-sce (b) ck^SJJ-eu-see 

f- facade («) fah-SAVD (I.) fah-SAHD 

!:?• (a) gri-MAYSS (bj GKIM-iss 

6 . heinous ( a ) HEE-nus (h) HAYN-us 

B2. inclement (a) in-CUSM cut (b) IN-ele-menf 

6, . itinerary (a) eye-TIN-e-ree (b) cm-TIN-cr-a rco 

£• Mm («) l-AI-kwi (h) IdTCIl-rii 

6o. museum (a) myoo-ZElvum (b) MYOOmrmn 

(S’ no i' ! 'fv (a) NEPH-voo (!>) NKV-von 

bl Pfah (a) PAH-roe-a (b) m RYE a 

(A robust (a) ro-BUST (R) HOI ! hust 

09. secretive (a) SEE-kie-tiv (!,.) sc-KHMMiv 

h). theater (a) TlIEE-a-ter (b) tlu-AYtter 


. In eac t of tho Allowing sentences, check the? correct wort 
*n parentheses: 

11'ke Iho house, especially (it’s*, its) roof. 

If- 1 is nobody here! but (me, 1}. 

Y3. I don’t like (them, those) golf balls. 

74. (Lie, lay) down, Eidu! 

75. He concurs (with, in) tin' decision of the other jurors. 

7 y ? a,,d <!' "*). k ' *» altogether wrung. 

V' if 101 ' dl ; ; dii'es nr the hat (is, am) missing. 

han^d) by tho nock. 

/a Ho is much richer than (me, I). ‘ 
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83. The scissors (is, are) on the table. 

84. There is a good chance of (me, my) getting the job. j 

85. He loves her (regardless, irregardless) of her poverty, j 


Indicate whether the italicized word in each of the follow¬ 
ing sentences is right or wrong; 


86. Neither of us is able to afford a yacht. 

87. I don’t Hire these kind of shoes. 

88. Leave me tell you a funny story I’ve 
heard. 

.89, He goes very shim 

90., He utid down for a nap. 

91. This lot of land, as well as the three 
adjoining lots, belongs to me. 

92. He earns money easier than I do. 

93. John can’t walk any further. 

94. He is angry' at his friend’s coldness 
toward him. 

95. He has laid down to rest. 

96. The flower smclk pleasantly. 

97. He acted like he meant it. 

98. I know the man who I think will be 
elected. 

99. When it’s thirsty, the cat drinks its 
milk. 

100, The man who fell down raises from 


Bight Wrong ' ( 
Rigid Wrong [■' 

Right Wrong :■}■ 
Right Wrong j) 
Right Wrong- .'' j 

Bight Wrong 
Right Wrong r 
Right Wrong f 

Right Wrong ! 
Right Wrong ■} 
Right Wrong | 
Right Wrong j; 

5 , 

Rigid Wrong j ; 
Right Wrong T 


the ground, Rigid Wrong ; 


— Answers — 

1 A; 1-affected, 2-imminent, 3-implied, 4-ingen nous, 5- i 

uninterested, 6-obliterate, 7-septie, 8-enccclotes, 0 - J 

voracious, 10-illusion 

I B: 11-no, 12-no, 13-yes, 14-no, 15-yes, 16-no, 17-yes, I 
18-no, 19-no, 20-yes 
I C: 21-c, 22-e, 23-a, 24-b, 25-d 

I D: 26-c, 27-d, 28-a, 29-b, 30-c 

II A; 31-c, 32-b, 33-d, 34-a, 35-b, 36-b, 37-e, 38 a, 89 h, ! 

40-b 

II B: 41-c, 42-a, 43-b, 44-b, 45-a, 46-d, 47-c, 48-b, 49-n, ■ 

KO-b 

III: 51-a and b, 52-a, 53-b, 54-a, 55-a and b, 56-b, 57-a I 
and b, 58*, 59-b, 60-a, 61-b, 62-a, 63-b, 64*, Cifki, 1‘ 
16 


6(5 a and b (the latter is British), 67* and b, 68-a, 
69-b, 7()-a 

IV A: 1 1 -its. 72-rne, 73-those, 74-lie, 75-in, 7(i-me, 77-is, 78* 
hanged, 79-1, 80-bcliove, 81-have, 82-doesn’t, 83-art*, 
84-my, 85-regardlcss 

IV B: 86-right, 87-wrong, 88-wrong, 89-right, 90. wrong, 
91-right, 98*wrong' 93-right, ll-f-rightjilb-wroug, i)6- 
wroug, 97-wrong, 98-right, 99 right, 100-wrong’ 

Your score, --« out of 100, 

Is your score low (50 or less), fair (50 to 70), creditable 
(70 to 85), or excellent (85 to 1(M))? In any case, you can 
use this book to your advantage. However "bud your Eng¬ 
lish, you can improve it; however good, you should improve 
it Even the best of us make our verbal and grammatical 
mistakes. Nobody’s English was ever perfect--not oven 
Lincoln s, or or Bonuivd Sluiw’s. 

As for the rest of us, wo rarely succeed in makiiu* our¬ 
selves completely understood. We 'lack the precise word, flit? 
sinking phrase, the proper expression at the proper lime, 
he aie like the famous screen actress who was invited to 
dine with a group of college professors. “I am honored," she 
said,^ to bo in the presence of so many extinguished gentle¬ 
men. And then she wondered why they greeted her speech 
with such an ominous silence. 

If the world treats yon with silence, or with an inditlm-nt 
iwd, one of the reasons may he your inability to express 
yourself, You say the wrong‘things, or sav the'right things 
m the wrong way. Bad English is like an’impressed suit w 
an ,,nt % dlirt. ^ betrays the carelessness of the person who 
uses it. Nobody will entrust an important job to a careless 
person. 

This book, therefore, is designed to correct: yom mental 
appearance, to enrich your personality, and to improve vow 
position m life through a keener understanding of others and 
a dearer interpretation of yourself, 
through better English lies the way to success. 


r 


A Greek philosopher once said that there is no royal road 
■to learning. “The way of knowledge,” he declared, “is diffi¬ 
cult ana steep,” But today we how better. You can now have 
a royal time of adventure and fun as you learn. The 'process 
of education has been simplified and “streamlined” in accord¬ 
ance with the latest developments in practical psychology. The 
way to knowledge has become.an interesting journey instead 
of ah arduous climb, 

Here are five pleasant ways that will lead you into the 
possession of a wider and richer vocabulary. 


While traveling on a train, I’ve often been drawn into 
conversation by/ strangers who sat next to me. And I have 
found that an exchange of ideas, even about the weather, may 
sometimes prove to be educational as well as stimulating, You 
may begin with a casual mention of today’s sunshine or 
yesterdav s thunderstorm, and end up with a discussion about 

£!fr y ^?i ete ° rologyi floods ’ bteaids > avalanches, hur¬ 
ricanes, and tlie mysterious ways of God, 

Several of iny casual conversations with strangers have 
enriched my own mind with fresh knowledge and new words. 
One day a blind young man, who happened to be an ardent 

cESZZ'ZZ beside r He was «ng S 

£ study smgmjr at the Juilliard School of Music, 
n New York As a result of our conversation during that 
hip, I learned a number of facts—-and words-about South 

fa“etkd” C n? "f TV* We,J as about 

latest methods of education for the blind, 

, be ? n ab! f iouse much of this information-to- 
booh ^ Ae teckiCal ttnnMn some of nry articles and 


Whatever your job, it’s a good plan to trade ideas with 
people* who have other jobs. You will all come out of the 
trade richer in good will and in good words. 

1 MAI) THE better magazines and books 

From your magazine reading you will get not only su¬ 
perior English, but important ideas about the current subjects 
of the greatest interest. And don’t confine your magazine 
reading to the stories and the articles alone. You will find 
stimulating words and ideas even in some of the advertise¬ 
ments. The copy writers are chosen for their skill in putting 
their vocabulary to practical use. For magazine space is ex¬ 
pensive, so that a good advertisement must pack u lot of 
meaning into a few expressive words, Try to learn some of 
these rich and meaningful words. 

As for your book reading, try to keep it as varied as pos¬ 
sible. History, biography, science, philosophy, psychology, 
religion, travel, current industry and interests and events— 
al! these subjects will help to broaden your mind and to in¬ 
crease your chances for success. There are no tools so impor¬ 
tant. for personal progress as a general understanding of the 
vocabulary in the diversified fields of human endeavor. Speak 
a man s language, and you win him over as a friend. And 
every occupation has its own peculiar language. You can 
master these languages through your muling. The wider ' 
your reading, the bigger your vocabulary, and the better your 
chances for successful contact with the world at many dif¬ 
ferent angles, 1 

3. USE THE DICTIONARY 
It is said that Mark Twain, having heard a very fine sermon 
one day^poke to the minister after the service. "Dr. Donne," 
he saul, I enjoyed your sermon this morning. In fact, it came 
to me like an old friend. For every word in it was copied out 
of a book I have at home." * j 

The minister indignantly denied this, and challenged Mark 1 

twain to prove his accusation. 

“Very well,” stud the humorist, “I will lot you see the hook 
tor yourself. ' 

The next day, he sent Dr. Dope a copy of Wchstefs 
Dictionary. 

Tlie dictionary is, in a way, the most interesting book in 
the language. I'or it contains all the words of all the other 
books. And many a word,when you look up its derivation in 



one of the huger dictionaries, will paint a complete picture or 
tel! a complete story, 

Take, for example, such words as gregarious, procrastinate , 
and carnival 

: Gregarious, as you will find in the dictionary, comes from 
the Latin word grcx, which means a flock Gregarious people 
are sociable; tliey like to flock together instead of living by 
themselves. 

Procrastinate is related to the Latin word eras, which means 
tomorrow. To procrastinate is to put off' until tomorrow the 
tilings that you ought to do today. 

Carnival This word is derived from die Latin phrase came 
vale, oh flesh, farewelll Originally, a carnival was the last . 
fling the merrymakers took before Lent. Nowadays it means 
any kind of exuberant festivity. 

These are but a few hints of the many fascinating word- 
stories you can get out of die dictionary. You will also find, 
in the dictionary, the subtle distinctions between words whose 
meanings you may have confused in the past, Even the wife 
of Noah Webster, author of the famous dictionary, got her 
meanings mixed up at times. One day she found her husband 
kissing their maid. “Noah,” she exclaimed, Tm surprised!" 

“Oh no, my dear,” he replied. “I am surprised. You are 
astonished,” 

For the word astonished means amazed , while the word | 
surprised, in one sense, means caught in the ait 

The dictionary, you will find, is one of the best as well as 
one of the most fascinating sources for the development of 
your word power, 

4. ..TRACK DOW NEW WORDS 

Another good way to develop your vocabulary is to track 
down new words and to look them up in the dictionary. j 

Word-hunting can be turned: into a very interesting sport, j 

And it is much more civilized than bird-hunting. Make a i 

game put of finding new words and their meanings. Write 
them down in a notebook. Ask yourself,' every evening, how 
many words you have been able to bag today. And compare 
your daily achievement with that of your friends. For this 
pport you need no license, no skill in marksmanship, and no 
equipment other than a pah of open ears and eyes, and an j 
eager mind. 1 f 

As a help in keeping your mind alive to new words this 1 

book will give you a number of word games-msy to grasp j 


and interesting to play. These games, in turn, will give you 
ideas for other similar games that you can make up for your¬ 
self. You will thus get into the habit of building up your 
vocabulary stock in accordance with a well-laid and progres¬ 
sive plan. 

5. HEAR GOOD SPEAKERS 
The radio and the television set can bring some of the best 
spoken English into your home. And the subjects are so 
varied from the Azores to the Zodiac and from statesman¬ 
ship to sports—that everybody can find something to his 
taste almost every day. 

In selecting your programs, it is a good idea to cultivate a 
taste for something beyond your immediate interests. In this 
way, you can widen your mental horizons and discover not 
only new words but new ideas. 

As you listen to your radio, you will find it helpful to have 
your notebook at hand. You can then jot down the unfamiliar 
words and look them up at your leisure. 

There is an interesting anecdote that shows the value of 
knowing your words. One day P. T. Barmirn became exas¬ 
perated because the visitors stayed too long at his museum. 
They kept drifting from room to room and preventing others 
from coming in. He therefore placed the following sign over 
one of the doors: 

. TO THE EGRESS 

The patrons who read the sign, expecting to see a new 
and fascinating curiosity, went through the door in droves 
and found themselves out on the street. 

It was only then that tliey learned the meaning of the 
strange word. Egress means exit, 

e Here, then, are the five royal roads to a better vocabulary! 
Falk to well-informed people. Head good hooks and maga¬ 
zines. Use the dictionary. Track down new words. Hear good 
speakers. Notice the initials of the five underlined words. 
They spell out the word T-R-U-T-H. Remember this key 
word; it will help you to fix the ideas of this chapter clearly 
in your mind, 1 

We shall now take a brief intermission to play our first 
word game. You will find a number of these word games dis¬ 
tributed, as breathing spells, throughout the book.'They will 
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provide you not only with plenty of .fun, but with a bigger 
and more powerful vocabulary. 



Time put foe the First 
SIMILAR AND OPPOJ 


Word Game 
im WORDS 


Your words are a vital part of pm personality. They 
represent a picture of your mind. The better the picture 
you reveal to the public, the more readily the public will 
respond to you. 

The building of your vocabulary, therefore, is an import, 
tant element in your study, of bettor English. And you will 
find the process easy and full of fun. T Irene word game; will 
enable you to learn as you play. 

Try this one for a start: 

A 



Words With Similar Meanings 
Suppose you begin with your food. You've been invited 
to dinner at Mrs. Smith’s, and you've been treated to filet 
mignon—tender, tasty, wholesome, spicy, and served with a 
lavish hand, You want to tell your hostess how much you've 
enjoyed the steak. But can you find the proper words, and a 
sufficient number of them, to express yourself in a manner 
worthy of the occasion? 

Well, let’s see. The meat has been tender to youv bite, tmhj 
to your palate, wholesome to your general health, maj to 
your nostrils, and lavish in quantity as well as excellent in 
quality, Now take these five words and try to write, next to 
each one of them, four other words tliat have the same or 
similar meanings. As a help for a starter, I shall give you the 


first, the last, and some of the other letters of each required 
word, as well as dashes representing the number of letters 
in between. 



tasty 


p-. 

.e_jf _ t, 



fj..,V _ V 




a. _ c 

■2. — g 


• V* 

wholi 

■:somt 
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spicy 
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How 

w, pei 
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tve you be 

on able 

to get? V< 

imps 

. But 

you re goin 

ig to get ill 

11 of ther 

n right nn 

ad turn 

,■ wil 

1 beet 

ime a part 

of your pc 

‘Huanent 

voeabulii: 

As list 

id in 

conor 

iofiou with i 

bod: 



tcndci 


is 

the same a 

s soft, mu 

mknl, d 

.1 t 

elrnie , 

iasiy 


*•' 

“ ■< - 

mast let 
pleasant, 

me 

luscious 

, savory. 





appet-k 

;mg 


whole. 

some 


« a <,* 

• i 

f. 

i7* 
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thwimlll) 

. mlubrio 

ns, nalutar 





henefw 

iul 


spicy 




aromatic, 

phjiumi 

■, fragrant 

lavish 



“ « « 

pun-gen 

(pUWUf: 

t 

tmstinh 

A 


munificent, bountiful 

,ou ) ust learned a number of ,vi/m.w/t>«.—-words that 
mean too same thing, or nearly the same tiring. Actually no 
two words arc absolutely identical in their meaning, just as 
no two faces arc absolutely identical in their features. But 
for practical purposes, a good knowledge of synonyms will 
add color to your vocabulary and increase your ability to 
express yourself .The more ways you can preset it the same 
idea, tin; better the chances that the idea will reach its mark' 
and produce results. 


Words With Opposite Meanings 
But this is only half of the game, The other half deals with 
umimmr instead of similar meanings. Many, of the words you 
come across in your daily use have not only st/wrinm but 
antonyms. An antonym is a word that means'the direct oppo¬ 
site of another word. 

Now see >f you can write four antonyms after each of the i 
five key words in Section A. These antonyms need not ncces- 




sadly apply to food. But their meanings must be opposite to 
those of the key words. 

As before, I shall give you the first, the last, and some of 
the other letters of each required word, together with the 
precise number of dashes for the remaining letters. 

tender t_u~.h, c„l_o_s, i_l_.x_b.~e, 

t_n—.i—s 

tasty u_s_v—y, i_.s_.p_cl, v_p_d, fl_t 

wholesome u_s_n__a_y, n_x_o_s, h_r_f—1, 


spicy ci. 

_J1, u_r_v„__.d, o-o—l_ s, 

J-j-n e 

lavish c.. 

-o_e, s_in_y, m_s„r_y, n_g_r_y 

Have you guesi 

re: 

sed most of the words? No? Well, here they 

tender is 

the opposite of tough, callous, inflexible, 
tenacious 

tasty 

" “ unsavory, insipid, vapid, 

flat 

wholesome “ 

“ “ unsanitary, noxious, 

harmful, injurious 

spicy 

“ “ “ dull, unflavored, odorless, 

jejuna 

lavish “ 

“ “ close, stingy, miserly, 

niggardly 


You have now looked at . five basic words, together with 
twenty synonyms and twenty antonyms— forty-five words in 
all. Let’s play around a little with these words, so that you 
may; become more familiar with them, 

'' c ' 

In each of the following sentences, point out whether the 
second italic word is a synonym for the first italic worth 


h Hitler was tenacious in his opinions and 
tough in his actions Yes No 

2. An unsavory reputation is wholesome. Yes No 

3. A noxious attitude toward people is pleas- 

ant’ _ _ Yes No 

4. An insipid style in writing may be called 

iejune. Yes No 

5. A jtiquant story is like a spicy dish. Yes No 
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6. 

Howard 

Jones is niggardly 

ncl lavish 


7. 

with his 
The foot 

purse. 

of the ancient gods v 

sis said to 

Yes No 


to be (lit 

hrosial and aromatic. 


Yes No 

8. 

Carnegie 

s munificent gifts for 

education 



came out 

: of a bountiful purse, 


Yes No 

9. 

The squsi 

h at the banquet was 

succulent 


10. 

and masi 

'iaahk 


Ye:; No 

A thing luscious to the palate is 

generally 


regarded 

as vapid. 


Yes No 


—Answers- . 

^ 2-uo,. 3 no, 4-yes, 5-yes, 0-no, 7-yes, 8-yes, 9-ye, 
D 


And here are the words shuffled in a different way. Chock 
niter the word in the second column, whether it is a synonym 
{)r au wtonym of the word in the first, column, S stands for 
synonym; A, for antonym: 


1. invigorating 

salubrious 

S A 

2. piquant 

jejune 

S A 

3. delicate 

callous 

5 A 

4, insipid 

savory 

S A 

5. noxious 

injurious 

S A 

0. wholesome 

salubrious 

S A 

7. fragrant 

ambrosial 

S A 

8. unstinted 

niggardly 

S A 

9. tough 

succulent 

S A 

0. lavish 

munificent 

S A 

.1. callous 

mastienble 

S A 


12. aromatic 

13. inflexible , 

14. healthful 

15. appetizing 
10. tasty 

17. generous 

18. palatable 


odorless g A 

tender S A 

niitritious S. A 

unsavory 8 A 

vapid S A 

bountiful 5 A 

luscious S A 





E 

Here is the proper pronunciation of the less familiar words 
that you have learned in this chapter: 

ambrosial: am-BROE-zhul 
aromatic: a-roe-MAT-ik 
jejune: je-JOON 
masticable: MAS-tik-abl 
munificent: mew-NIF-iss-ent 
piquant: PEE-kant 
salubrious: sa-LEW-bree-us 

You have added a number of words to your working vo¬ 
cabulary. The average adult, you will remember, learns only 
40 new words a year, In these few pages you have played 
with 45 words—some of them familiar to you, but several of 
them most likely unfamiliar. From now on, they are part 
of your permanent stock. 

It will be a good idea for you to go on with this sort of 
game. Try' to get several synonyms and antonyms for the 
words you come across in your daily activities. And play this 
game with your friends. It’s an easy and pleasant way to 
build your vocabulary. You will be amazed how rapidly your 
word-stock will pile up through this simple and practical 
plan, 




HOW TO PUT YOUR IDEAS 
INTO MOTION 


the key words in your sentences 

In the following four sentences, do you see any difference 
m toe use of the words effect and censor? 

1. The doctor was able to effect, a cure. 

2. The effect of the cure was permanent. 

3. He was appointed to censor the company mail. 

4. He was made the censor of the company. 

In the first sentence, effect is used as a verb. 

In the second sentence, effect is used as a notin. 

In the third sentence, censor is used as a verb, 

In the fourth sentence, censor is used as a noun , 

^ And thus, as you see, the same word can sometimes serve 
either as a verb or as a noun. 

But what is the difference between a verb and a noun? 

UNDERSTANDING THE VERB 

A verb, derived from the Latin verhum, means a word.lt 
is the word that gives life to a sentence. As you may recall 
from your school days, the textbook definition is somewhat as 
follows: A verb denotes an action, an occurrence, a fulfill¬ 
ment, or a state of existence. For example: 

Action: The waves lashed against the ship 
Occurrence: The drowning happened by accident 
Fulfillment: At last he succeeded in his search for a true 
friend. 

State of existence: Life is sweet 

And thus the verb is the word which helps to carry home 
the completed meaning of the sentence. 

27 


NOUNS ARE NAMES 

A noun is quite a different sort of word. Derived from the 
Latin nomen, it means a name. It may name or denote a 
person, a place, a thing, an idea, a quality, or an emotion. 
Each of the following words in italics is a noun: 

Person: John Foster Dulks, statesman, student 
Place: Central Park , bedroom, sky 
Thing-:pencil, shirt, table 
Idea: democracy, militarism, ait 
Quality: goodness, charity, justice 
Emotion: anger, pleasure, fear 

THE SECRET OF POWERFUL ENGLISH 
We shall return to the noun in a later chapter. For the 
present, let us look a little more closely at the verb. 

Turn back to tire beginning of this chapter, and please 
notice the action of the word effect in the first sentence, and 
of the word censor in the third sentence. In each of these 
sentences, the verb is of the utmost importance. It is the verb 
that gives life to the thought. As you glance through your 
newspaper, you will find that some of the headlines, adver¬ 
tisements, and editorials have a far greater pulling power 
than some of the other items. What is it that draws your 
attention like a magnet to these features? In almost every 
case, you will observe that the secret of their power is a verb 
or a group of verbs. 

Here, for example, are a number of such newspaper items, 
with all tire verbs in italics: 

Headlines 

Ryan Vows He’ll Crush Strike 
Judge Fells Thief 
Bus Plunges Off Ramp 
Police Seize Man Who Shot Girl 
Wife Dashes Water in Husband’s 
Face at Divorce Trial 
Victory Catapults Bears Into First Place 

Advertisements 

Plow many times a day do you inhale? 

Check this list. Hurry to make your 
& purchase while quantities last. 
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Take out insurance. Extend the support 
of your family beyond your lifetime. 

Go light Choose right. 

When you buy, specify. 

Come now and save. 

it a ° f «»ifcrial in the New York 
Herald Tribune that referred to Rocky Marciano’s viotorv 
over Joe Louis. It began with the outline of a story This out- 

hw only ta part - wfli ^ >» 

Pi? E °- Jact Lo ” <lon mle * story called A 
ct SteJt af> , out ™ “5^ boxel ' ttomerf Tom Bub who 
“ fighting one last fight became if he won it he would 
some desperately needed money. It wa a truthful story 
and like most true stones, a sad one. For despite his n 
penence and guile, Tom King lost his fight to7n op o„S 
who was armed with nothing more than the strength and 
endurance of vouth Aferwtd, the fighter iSnd as 

Stowsher°Billi OWg ^ °W y ° Ung da >' s ^ ll0w 03d 
otowsher Bill the man he had beaten in his first fight years 

before, had also sat in his dressing room and mpt ?>' 

7 al Tl St ° ry l as y° u ™y }i ave noticed, the verbs 
k^ fiS n ; d / l m0St 7 ei ) tire P Iot Needd money, fought 
and wept ’ ^ ° f another who hd lost 

nnr w e ,f°[ th ! ™ st , fmou [ messages in history, Caesar’s re- 

verbs H ? the ^ attIefie]d - consisted of three 

verbs. Vcnl, mdi, vici—l came, I saw, 1 conquered. 

1 was this message, probably, that inspired the magnifi¬ 
cent verb-picture of a victory won in World War II: Sighted j 
sub, sank same. fa J 

The owds of action are as important in a sentence as the 
men of action are m a city. For it is .the dynamic words-the 
vorbs-~that keep the wheels of our language on the go. 

bo here is how you can spot the verb in any sentence. It is 
tnt dynamo that moves, the sentence. For example: 

Jesus the money lenders out of the temple. 

Ihe halfback threw a forward pass for a touchdown, 
the allied powers defeated the Nazis in World War II. 

The important thing to remember about the verb is that it 
keeps the sentence on the move. Your effective use of good 




English will depend to a great extent upon your ability to 
choose living, moving, attention-compelling verbs. 

Do you get the feel of the verb now? Try to see for your¬ 
self. Underline all the verbs in the following little story: 

A few years ago, a Chinese student came to New York 
to enter Columbia University. The dean accepted his cre¬ 
dentials, and told him that he would be admitted to the 
college as soon as he had learned the language of the 
country. This, thought the dean, would take about half a 


The student got a job on the East Side and returned to 
Columbia-—not half a year but a year later. It had taken 
him longer than he had anticipated to learn the language 
of the country, But now, at last, the student was ready for 
his interview with the dean. 

Much to his amazement, however, the dean couldn't 
understand a word of what the young fellow was saying. 

Turning to his secretary, the dean asked, “Are you able 
to make him out?” 

“Sure,” said the secretary. “This isn’t English he’s talk¬ 
ing, It’s Yiddishl” 


.came 
. to enter 
. accepted 
. told 

■ would he admitted 
. had learned 

, thought 

■ would take 
.got 

, returned 
.had taken 
had anticipated 


13. to learn 

14. was 

15. couldn't understand 

16. teas saying 

17. turning 

18. asked 

19. are 

20. to make . . . out 

21. said 

22. is (isn’t) 

23. is talking 

24. is (it's) 


How many of the above verbs have you been able to spot? 
Less than eighteen? In that case, you’re still a bit shaky on 
the key words of your sentences. 

But don’t worry. Before you are through with this book, 
you will become much better acquainted with the verb. 


SOME COMMON ERRORS 

Now, let’s tab another look at the two words effect and 
mr, with which we began this chapter, be careful not to 
coni use them with a fleet and censer. 

1 be words affect and effect are among the most trouble* 
510,1,0 in the English language. Here are just a few of the 
many ways in which they are constantly misused: 

L What was the affect of the new plan he adopted? 

p- How did the speech effect you? 

d- The affect of the speech was tremendous. 

'*■ The prisoner affected his escape. 

f>. Mr. Smith effected a sadness lie didn’t fed 

ffo you know how to correct these errors? In your school 
days you may have learned that affect is a veil) and effect is 
a noun. And then your teacher may have explained that there 
are exceptions to this rule; that affect may sometimes hr; used 
as a noun, and effect may on occasion he used as a verb. Ami 
so on and on, 

Don't bother about all this. The technical discussion of the 
various uses ol affect and effect is so complicated that it only 
tends to confuse the student instead of enlightening him. 

A HELPFUL .FORMULA 

I here is a simple formula that will guide you to the cor¬ 
rect usage ol these two words for all practical purposes, Here 


l. Use effect if you can substitute the meaning of km 
ahmt, or remit, for the required word. 1 * 

... Use affect if yon can't substitute the meaning of kinp 
about, or mult. 

3. Never use effect before a word denoting a person, such 
as me, you, him, man, woman, jerry, Joan. 

For example; 

1. What was the --of the new plan ho adopted? 

In this sentence, you can substitute result for the word 
yon want. Hence the word is effect. 

2. How did the speech____you? 

You must never me effect before yon, which denotes a 
persou. The correct word therefore is affect, which in this 
sentence means to imurcss (the mind or the feelings). 
















3. Those who punish 

c_»t-..-mte 

4. Those who goad on 

1_t_ate 

5. Those who make things easier for you 

f-.cJ—ate 

6, Those who wish you happiness 

f-Lc—ate 

7, Those who are the first to do some- 

tiling 

i_t-ate 

: 8, Those who try to appease you 

p-o-i—ate 

9. Those who stay for a time in the 

country 

i’-s_ate 

10. Those who weaken you 

e~_r-,ate 

11. Those who assume a false appearance 

s.„.sn_..„.aie 

12. Those who make a quarrel more 

bitter 

ex-.c_r-.ate 

13, Those who talk with a purpose to 

deceive 

e_u_v_ate 

14, Those who connect someone with a 

crime 

i_c_ m _„ ate 

15, Those who fully satisfy your hunger 

a-t-nte 

16, Those who sparkle in conversation 

s—n,—.lw_ate 

17, Those who turn bad impulses into 

worthy acts 

s...,b...._ato 

18. Those who hint at something 

i—t_ate 

19, Those who can’t make up their minds 

v_c_l_ate. 

20, Those who live a stagnant life, like a 

plant 

v_g__ato 


__ an innocent man 


— Answers -- 

1-arrogate, 2-irrigate, 3-castigate, 4-instigate, 5-fetalitate, 
6-feHcitate, 7-initiate, 8-propitiate, ^rusticate, lO-enervate* 
Il-sunulate, 12-exaeerbate, 13-ecpiivdcate, 14-incriminato, 15- 
satiate, 16-scintiIlate, 17-sublimate, 18-intimale, 19-varaIlnte 
20-vegetate 

B 

How many of these words did you get? Only a few? Cheer 
up! We have just begun the game, You will be familiar with 
every one of them before we are through. And they will all 
become a part of tout working vocabulary. 

Let s now reshuffle the words, so that you can become better 

acquamted with them in a new setting and different arrange- 


, b; Psychoanalysis teaches people to a, 
baser desires into Socially acceptable activities, 
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their 


2. The witness hied to i____ 

who had seen the killing. 

3. Don t allow yourself to become physically and intel¬ 
lectually dull; don’t v___ 

4. A great general never v~-- when called 

upon to make a decision. 

The dictators a-to themselves the power of 

life and death over their subjects, 

(i He never overate, but always left the table s__ 

and happy. 

. I'., 0 Stator e_„—-- the quarrel between 

himself and his people by his inflammatory speech. 

8. The wit of Bernard Shaw s_______like n 

precious jewel. 

9. Many savages think they can p___ the 

gods with human sacrifices. 

10. The ringleader i--— a riot among the pri¬ 

soners. 

11. Hie warden thought the ringleader ought to be 

e-~-for his insubordination. 

12. Let me f— -you on landing the job,” said 

John to Henry. 

.13; I never would have landed it,” replied Henry, “if you 
™ u if '~— - m y iulurview with the manager.” 

14. He i-that there bad been a tacit under¬ 

standing between them. 

15. Some day the Sahara Desert may bo_ and 
become fertile. 

Hi He who wants to be believed never lies or 
e ~~f - 0,1 utters anything to arouse suspicion, 

17. The Wright brothers i—--the human con¬ 

quest of the aii\ 

18. To deceive the judges, he s_-- an ignorant 

boor. 

19. The doctor advised Mr. Brown to r_ at 

his brother’s farm until he got well. 

20. The tropical heat of Panama e___the visitor 

from a colder climate. 

—Ajwnm— 

1-sublimate, 2-incriminate, ,3-vegetate, 4-vacillates, 5-arro* 
gate, 0-satiated, 7-exacerbated, 8-seintillatcs, 9-propitiate 10- 
instigated, 11-castigated, ^-felicitate, 13 facilitated, 14-in- 




timated, 15-irrigated, 16-equivocates, 17-initiated, 18-;simu¬ 
lated, 19-rusticate, 20-enervates 


Are the words getting a little more familial" now? Here they 
are, reshuffled once more. See what you can do with them in 
this new setting. Match the words in the first column with 
the definitions in the second column: 


1. vacillate 

2. satiate 

; 3, scintillate . 

4. facilitate 

5. sublimate 

6. incriminate 

7. enervate 

8. equivocate 

9. propitiate 

10. initiate 

11. felicitate 

12. vegetate 

13. arrogate 

14. exacerbate 

15. instigate 

16. castigate 

17. intimate 
13. irrigate 

19. simulate 

20, rusticate 


a. to sparkle 

b. to appease someone to kindness 

c. to lead a passive life, like a plant 
i to waver in mind 

s. to make more bitter, to irritate 
f. to satisfy the appetite fully 
to weaken 

i. to water artificially 

i, to claim for oneself, with pride or 
arrogance 

f. to charge with a crime 
:. to make easier 
to stay in the country 
. to hint 

. to use deceptive language 
. to pretend 
. to congratulate 
, to punish severely 
. to incite someone to a bad action 
, to start 

to refine lower impulses into higher 
acts 

"'-Answers-— 


exacerbate; egz-ASS-er-bate 
facilitate: fa-SIL-i-tate 
felicitate: fe-LISS-i-tate 
incriminate: in-CRIM-in-ate 
initiate: in-ISH-i-ate 
instigate: IN-sti-gate 
intimate: JN-twnate 
irrigate: IR-ri-gafe 
propitiate: pro-PISH-ec-ate 
rusticate: RUS-ti-catc 
satiate: SAY-she-ate 
scintillate: SIN-ti-late 
simulate: SIM-you-late 
sublimate: SUB-lknate 
vacillate: VASS-ikte 
vegetate: VEJ-e-tate 

Now that you have added a number of new words to your 
vocabulary, try them on your friends. See how many of these 
words will trip them up. Word games with your friends, you 
will find, are a fascinating pastime. And these, unlike poker 
01 cai »«sta, are games in which everybody winx—in the cur* 
reucy of more words, wider ideas, and greater power. 


^ H H H 8*n, 9-b, 10-s, 11-p, 12 c 
13-i, 14-e, 15-r, 16-q, 17-m, 18-h,19-o, 20-1 


. The ^ roimd “ this game is to get the correct pronun* 
ciation of the twenty verbs: 1 

arrogate: AR-roe-gate 
castigate: CAS-ti-gate 
enervate: EN-er-vate 

equivocate: e-QUIV-o-cate l' 





TWO KINDS OF VERBS 

Which, if any, of the following sentences are incorrect? 

1. The snow glittered as it lat / on the ground. 

2. He hid the book on the table. 

3. Lay quietly while the doctor examines your ankle. 

4. She finds her purse lying on the dresser, 

5. The baby hid in its crib. 

6. It's wise to be lying in your winter’s supply of coal 
before it’s too cold. 

7. We have lain down our burdens. 

8. Having kid on the counter for some time, the goods 

were sold at half price. j 

9. She has laid in bed for two hours. 

10. Having lain an egg, the hen cackled loudly. 

Sentences 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 are incorrect. And in 
every case the error is due to a confusion between transitive j 
and intransitive verbs. | 

But what are transitive and intransitive verbs? 

A transitive verb is a word that can transfer its action ?n I 
some person or thing called tire dpi of the verb. For j 
example: 

The lightning struck the house, j 

Or, simply: j 

The lightning sfrecl. 

In the first sentence, the object of the verb struck h the 
house, In the second sentence, the object is not expressed but j 
understood. A verb that can take-an object, whether expressed 1 
or understood, is a transitive veto. 


nw lucre are some verbs Uiat can not take an object, b 
example: . 


Come into my house. 

Will you sleep late tomorrow? 
Don't walk so fast. 


These verbs—rnrne, sleep, wa!k~im' intransitive, 


And so n transitive verb can take an object, and an intram 
IH'e vvYh can not take an object, 

So!re', simple enough. 

I ho next point to be considered is just as simple. 


VERBS HAVE VOICES 

Notice the difference between the two following sentences 

I, The lightning struck t he house. 

d. I be house i- as struck by the lightning, 

1,1 flu ' ,bf ;'' h! " h,v - fl «‘ verb struck is said to be in flu 
active voice.^ t„ lire second sentence, the verb ms struct 
IS said to he in flic passive voice. 

When a verb is in the active voice, some person or tiling 
performs the action, 

When it is III the passive voice, the action is perhrmed bu 

some person or soiiio thini', J 

This is much easier than it sounds, as you will sec from the 
loitmviiig examples: 

1. Active: Mark I wain uavtr liiiiuoreus novels, 

n ; ,ovd!i « vw ’ u ' nltl ' n ! ».v Mark Twain. 

“■ Ttfii’i'; ills books nine phased millions of readers 

m ' m d readers have been pleased by' his 

d, Aetna : -Several generations tvill remember his genius. 

, Passim His genius u iU he rnnemb, mi |, v several gen¬ 
erations. " b 


transitive verbs can he used in the passive as well as in 
tin’ active voice. 

Thus; 


1. Actim: Toscanini wwfoei'tt/ the orchestra. 

* I be orchestra wan conducted by Toscanini, 
b. Active: i he 1 'resident mil make an important speech. 
rmive: Ah important speech tvill be made h\ the foesi - 
dent. 'V 




3, Active: The manager has fired the inefficient workers. 

'Passive: The inefficient workers have been fired by the 

manager. 

Intransitive verbs can be used only in the active but not in 
the passive voice. 

Thus you can say: 

John arrived at ten o'clock. 

But you can’t say: 

It was arrived by John at ten o’clock. 

This, too, as you see, is simple enough. A transitive verb 
can take an object and can be used in the passive as well 
as in the active voice. An intransitive verb can not take on 
object and can be used only in the active voice. 

And here is another interesting thing about transitive verbs, 
When they change from the active to the passive, the object 
of the verb becomes the subject. 

Thus: 

Active: Toscanini conducted the orchestra (object). 

Passive: The orchestra (subject) was conducted by Tos¬ 
canini. 

You already know what the object of a verb is. It is the 
person or thing upon which the verb acts. 

And the subject of a verb, is the person or thing that per¬ 
forms the action in the active, or receives the action in the 
passive, 

With these facts in mind we can return to lap mid lie and 
straighten out their usage and their meaning, 

TWO HARD VERBS MADE EASY 

To % means to place, It is a transitive verb; it can transfer 
its action to an object, and it can be used either in the active 
or in the passive voice. 

To lie means to recline. It is an intransitive verb; it can not 
transfer its action to an object, and it can be used on!;/ in the 
active voice. . 

A recent test showed .that only one out of a hundred adults 
knew how to use these two verbs correctly. Lets take these 
verbs apart and put them together again. And then you will 
realize how easy,it is to understand their proper use." 

Like all other verbs, lay a ntflio have different forms to 
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t ■: 

| express different times for their actions, 

Thus, the transitin' verb lap has the following basic forms, 
I known as its principal parts: 


Present 
Past 

Examples: ■ 

John laps a carpet, 

John is laying a carpet. 

John laid a carpel . 

John has laid a carpet. 

And the intransitive verb tk has flu: following basic forms 
or principal parts; 


Sllap 

[l am hying 

Jl hid ' 

j I have hid 


Past 

i 

| Examples: 

| Tho cat lies tin the carpet. 

The eat is tying on tins carpel. 

■j The eat lay on the carpet. 

The cal has lain on the carpet. 

j And that is all there is to it. Apply tin* above forms to the 
| . sentences at the beginning of this chapter, remember that lay 
• b transitive and lie is intransitive , ami you can’t go wrong. ' 
see, then, hmv the idea works out in ouch of the ten 
sentences printed fit the beginning of this chapter: 

I L I he snow glittered as it lay (past intransitive) on the 

j ground. 

R lie hud (past tninsitive) the book on the tabic. 

.1 Lie (present intransitive) quietly while the "(footer 
i esamiiKsymuraiilik 

4. She finds her purse, hjlw (intransitive) on the dresser, 
I he buliy lay (past tefuihsitiVe) in its crib 
fi. It's wise to be laying in (transitive) your winter’:; 
supply of coal before it’s too fold. 

/. We have hid down (past transitive) our burdens. 
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lj am lying 
[I have lain 








8. Having lain (past intransitive) on the counter for some 
time, the goods were sold at half price. 

9. She has lain (past intransitive) in bed for two hours. 

10. Having laid (past transitive) an egg, the hen cackled 

loudly. 

Simple enough, isn’t it? But before we leave tin’s chapter, 
let's look at another verb that resembles the above. This verb 
is to lie, meaning to tell an untruth, The construction of this 
verb, however, should give you no trouble: 

The prisoner lies, 

; The prisoner is lying. 

The prisoner lied, 

. The prisoner has lied. 

This habit of lying on every possible occasion may some¬ 
times follow a man even into the grave. Such was the case 
of a certain lawyer, whose tombstone bore the following 
inscription: 

HERE LIES ATTORNEY JOHN RUSSELL 
HE LIES STILL 

Have you fully grasped the ideas of this chapter? If so, 
you will find it easy to determine which is the correct word 
inside the parentheses in each of the following sentences: 

1. Don’t (lay, lie) too long in the sun. 

2. I hope you have (laid, lain) away enough money for 
a rainy day. 

3. He believes in letting sleeping dogs (lay, lie). 

4. The book (lay, laid) on the table where he had put it. 

5. The body was (laying, lying) on the ground. 

6. Every afternoon he (lies, lays) down for a nap. 

7. Get upl You have (lain, laid) in bed too long. 

8. We have been (laying, lying) a new carpet on our 
living room floor. 

9. You have now (laid, lain) the foundation for a better ( 
understanding of transitive and intransitive verbs, 

10. The sick man must (lay, lie) quietly on his back. 

— -Answers— 

l-lie, 2-laid, 3-lie, 4-lay, 5-lyjng, 6-lies, 7-lain, 8-laying, 
9-laid, 10-lie ° 


Still a bit uncertain? Just be patient, and go over the chap¬ 
ter again if necessary. It’s not a hard chapter, I repeal', but it 
does need concentration. And when you are completely 
through with it, take a deep breath and relax with the next 
word game. 


Time out for the Third Word Game 
WORDS THAT DESCRIBE PEOPLE 
YOU MAY KNOW 

, AH of us- are creatures compounded of many characteris¬ 
tics. Yet many of us have one outstanding trait, Try which we 
are generally classified in the circle of our acquaintances. 
Thus, Jenny Blake may be known as a gadabout, Johnny 
Brown as a go-getter, Florence Finch as a celebrity chaser 
and so on, " 

A 

In this game, try to get the fifteen words that describe the 
following types of people. In each case, only one of the three 
given words is correct. 

1. He’s had an unhappy love affair, and lie hates all 
women as a result. 

He’s a convivialist 
He’s a dilettante 
He’s a misogynist 

2. He despises all people, men and women alike. 

Be a m altruist 
He’s a misanthrope 
He’s a virtuoso 

3. He questions everything, even the existence of Cod. 

He's a skeptic 
He's a devotee. 

He’s a hypochondriac 

4. She likes to abuse everybody and is always looking 

for a quarrel. rr 3 

She’s an introvert 
' She's an extrovert 





5. She has an uncontrollable urge to set fires. 

She’s a kleptomaniac 
She’s a pyromaniac 
She’s'A monomaniac 

6. He loves to attend banquets, especially where they 
serve, plenty of drinks. 

He’s a virtuoso 
He’s a minimalist 
He’s a dilettante 

7. He’s obsessed by a single dangerous idea that every¬ 
body is trying to ham him. 

He’s a devotee 
He’s a misogynist 
He’s a monomaniac 

: 8. She steals everything she lays her hands on—she just 

can’t help herself, 

She’s a kleptomaniac 
She’s a termagant 
She’s a hypochondriac 

9. He plays the violin with superb technique. 

He’s an extrovert 
He’s a virtuoso 
He’s a dilettante 

10. She imagines she has all sorts of diseases. 

She’s a hypochondriac 
.She’s a termagant 
She’s an introvert 

11. He is zealously attached to his religious duties and his 
love for God. 

He’s a convivialist 
He’s an altruist 
He’s a devotee 

12. He is self-centered, though not selfish—just likes to he 
alone with his dreams and his thoughts. 

He’s a dilettante 
He’s an introvert 
He’s a misogynist 

13. : He loves his follow men and always tries to promote 
their happiness. 

He’s an altruist 
He’s a dilettante 
He’s a virtuoso 
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14. He is a superficial dabbler in music, painting, litera¬ 
ture, and general culture. b 

He’s a devotee 
He's an extrovert 
lies a dilettante 

15. He gets his greatest satisfaction from his business and 
social contacts with other people. 

He’s an extrovert 
He’s a virtuoso 
He’s a termagant 

— Answers~ 

1-misogynist, 2 misanthrope, 3-skeptic, 4-termagant 5- 
pyromaniac, 6-convivialist, 7-monomaniac, 8-kleptomaniac 9 - 
vfrtuoso, Hi-hypochondriac, 11-devotee, 12-intzovert iLl 
truist, 14-dilettante, 15-extrovert 


^ the «°wect answer to each of the following ques- 
I is a termagant a person who mostly hates 

Yes No 

2. Does a convivialist like especially to dabble 

in the arts? Yes No 

3. Would a misanthrope be likely to refuse a 

favor? Yeg No 

4. Would you expect an extreme introvert to 

bo a social success? Yes No 

h. Is it unwise to leave a kleptomaniac alone 
in a department store? y es jq 0 

6. Is a hypochondriac a person guilty of fry- 

I™Xf Yes No 

l Is an extrovert likely to make valuable con- 
tacts? Yes No 

8. Would you expect a dilettante to play the 

piano with superb skill? Yes No 

9. Is a misogynist a man who does not enjoy 

female companionship? Yes No 

10. Would you be wise to choose a skeptic as 

the minister of your church?- Yes No 

11. Does a pyromaniac love to see fires? Yes No 

12. Would you necessarily expect a virtuoso to 

be unusually virtuous? Yes jq 0 
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13. Would a monomaniac be likely to be ar¬ 
rested for stealing? Yes No 

14. Would you call Carnegie’s endowment of 

libraries the work of an altruist? Yes Mo 

15. Is a devotee a person who does not vote? Yes No 

—Answers—. 

1-no, 2-no, 3-yes, 4-no, 5-yes, (3-no, 7-yes, 8-no, 9-yes, 
10-no, 11-yes, 12-no, 13-no, 14-yes, 15-no 

C 

Give the correct word after each of the following defini¬ 
tions; 

1. A jovial person, fond of festivals _-.— 

2. One who suffers from imaginary symptoms of illness 

j': ; 3. An amateur dabbler in the arts—•—--—- 

4. A person interested in the welfare of other people 

5. A hater of his fellow men--———. 

6. A hater of women- 

7. A doubter, especially in religious matters ————-—. 

8. A zealous observer of religious rites or an ardent 

partisan _ 

9. A person who turns his thoughts inward-—~- 

10. A person who enjoys his social contacts —-- 

11. A scolding woman-___- 

12. A person with a propensity for stealing —--—— 

' 13. A person crazed by a single morbid idea-———- 

14, A person with a propensity for setting fires 

15. A master of technique,-..—_ 

—Answers— 

l-convivialist, 2-hypochondriac, 3-dilettante, 4-altmist, 5- 
misanthrope, 6-misogynist, 7-skeptic, 8-devotee, 9-introvert, 
10-extrovert, 11-termagant, 12-kleptomaniac, 13-monomaniac, 
14-pyromauiac, 15-virtuoso 

, : D ; 

And now try to recall the meaning of each of tltese words 
as you learn their correct pronunciation: 


convivialist: con-VIV-ee-al-ist 

devotee: DEV-o-tee 

dilettante: dil-et-TAN-tee 

extrovert: EX-tro-vert 

liypoehondriac: high-po-KON-drcc-ac 

introvert: IN-tro-vert 

kleptomaniac: klep-to-MAY-nee-ac 

misanthrope: MISS-an-thrope 

misogynist: miss-OJ-in-ist 

monomaniac: mo-no-MAY-nee-ae 

philanthropist: phil-AN-thro-pist 

pyromaniae: pie-ro-MAY-nee-ae 

skeptic (also spelled sceptic): SKEP-tic 

tennagant: TER-muh-gant 

virtuoso: ver-tew-OWE-so, or ver-loo-OWE-so 

For a final fling in this game, toy to think of two syno¬ 
nyms for each of the above words. If you can’t think of them 
readily, look the words up in the dictionary. Or in Roget’s 
Thesaurus. You will find this treasury of English synonyms 
an excellent aid in the building of your vocabulary. 
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I teach 
1 bleach 



A SCHOOLBOY’S AMUSING ERROR 
There is a story about a schoolboy who was in the habit of 
saying “I have went” instead of "I‘have gone." One day his 
teacher ordered him to stay after school and to write “I have 
gone” three hundred times on the blackboard. 

The boy faithfully completed his task, and then left the 
following note for his' teacher: 

“Dear Teacher—I have finished my work and I have wont 
home.” 

Watch out for bad habits in the usage of your verbs. Such 
habits are not easy to break. You have learned, in Chapter 
5, how to avoid confusion in lay and He. In addition to these, 
there are many other verbs that can play various tricks with 
our language. This is what makes English so fascinating a 
study to natives and to foreigners alike. 

WHERE LOGIC IS MISLEADING 
A German refugee recently prepared a list of parallel 
verbs whose principal parts he constructed, as he said in 
accordance with the “rules of logic,” Here are just a few of 
these words; 


I eat 

I treat 

: I ate 
! treat 

1 have eaten 

I have treaten 

I steal 

I heal 

I stole 

1 hole 

1 have stolen 

1 have Iiolen 

1 drink . 

I think 

I drank 

I thank 

I have drunk 

I have thunk 

I see 

: I flee .. 

I saw 

, I flaw r 

I have seen 

I have fen 

Stake: 

I make 

1 took 
: I mook 

I have taken 

I have rnaken 
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I taught I have taught 

I blaught 1 have blaiigbt 

You can devise for yourself any number of equally absurd 
principal parts that might appear to be based upon the 
“rules of logic.” Our language, however, is not always logical. 
Words are not hammered out like pieces of iron on a ma¬ 
chine. They grow and change over the centuries, and many 
of them have assumed forms that are quite irregular. Thus we 
have, in addition to regular verbs, a number of irregular verbs, 
The principal parts of the regular verbs are easy enough 
to remember. For example: 


I help 

1 helped 

I haw 

! helped 

I miss 

S missed 

I havf 

: missed 

I pray 

I prayed 

1 have 

t prayed 

is the irregular o 

orbs that an 

s troublesome. 

Each of them 


is a law unto itself. Many errors are made in the daily usage 
of these verbs. ' ° 

Some of these errors are to be found in several of the fol¬ 
lowing sentences. See if you can spot them in those sentences 
that are incorrect. 

FIND THE ERRORS 

1. Now you have gone to work and have did it again. 

2. She has broke her promise a number of times. 

3. They have froze their tow: in the blizzard. 

4. The artist has drawn a good likeness of the model, 

5. A serious crisis has arisen in the world as a result of 
the splitting of the atom. 

J Very few people have swam the English Channel. 

1, Johnny is sorry he has tore his sweater. 

8. I have never drove such a comfortable cat. 

9. The choir has sung the Messiah. 

10. lhey have spoke wry well of you. 

—-Ameers— 

Sentences 4, 5 and 9 are correct. The others should fa 
corrected as follows; . \ 

1. Now you have gone to work and have done it again. 

2. She has broken hep'promise a number of times. " 

3. They have frozen their toes in the bfeard, 

6. Very few people have swum the English Channel. 
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7. Johnny is sorry he has tom his sweater. 

8, I have never driven such a comfortable car. 

10. They have spoken very well of you. 

SIMPLE WORDS WITH SURPRISING TWISTS 
To avoid such errors as the above, learn the principal parts 
of these tricky verbs: 


Present 

Past 

Present-Perfect 

I arise 

I arose 

I have arisen 

I bear 

I bore 

I have borne 

I beat 

I beat 

I have beaten 

I become 

I became 

I have become 

I begin 

I began 

I have begun 

Ibid (inbuying) Ibid 

I have bid 

Ibid (command) Ibade 

I have bidden 

I bite 

I bit 

.1 have bitten 

I blow 

I blew 

I have blown 

I break 

I broke 

I have broken 

I burst 

I burst 

I have burst 

I choose 

I chose 

I have chosen 

I come 

I came 

I ha ve come 

Ideal 

I dealt 

I have dealt 

Ido 

I did 

I have done 

I draw 

I drew 

I have drawn 

I drive 

I drove 

I have driven 

I eat 

late 

I have eaten 

I fall 

I fell 

I have fallen 

I fly 

I flew 

I have flown 

I forbid 

’I forbade 

I have forbidden 

I forsake 

I forsook 

I have forsaken 

I freeze 

I froze 

I have frozen 

I get 

I got 

I have got, gotten 

I give 

I gave 

I have given 

I go 

I went 

I have gone 

I grow 

I grew 

I have grown 

I hurt 

I hurt 

I have hurt 

I lead 

I led 

I have led 

hide 

I rode 

I have ridden 

I run 

I ran 

I have run 

I see 

I saw '' 

I have seen 

I set 

X set 

I have set 

I sing 

I sang 

I have sung 

I sit 

I sat 

1 have sat 
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I slay 

I slew 

I have slain 

I sling 

I slung 

1 have slung 

I speak 

I spoke 

I have spoken 

I spin 

I spun 

I have spun 

I string 

I strung 

I have strung 

I strive 

I strove 

I have striven 

I swim 

I swam 

I have swum 

I tear 

I tore 

I have torn 

I wring 

I wrung 

I have wrung 

I write 

I wrote 

I have written 

And please note the following verb: 


I hang 

I hung, or 

I have hung, or 


I hanged 

I have hanged 

When a criminal is executed by hanging, lie is hinged, 

When a thing i 

s suspended, it is hung. 



QUIZ TIME 

Now for a round-up to see how well you've learned these 
principal parts. Check those of the following sentences that 
are wrong, and correct the errors; 

1. “You shouldn’t of did it,” said Mrs. Smith to Jerry. 

2. The dancers shinned around in a circle. 

3. She is sorry she has broken the pitcher, 

4. I’m afraid I have bited off more than I can chew. 

5. "I have hurted ray tod" cried little Peter, 

6. They have ridden 400 miles between sunrise and sun¬ 
set. 

7. He begun the job with the greatest enthusiasm, 

8. “You have run an excellent race,” said the coach. 

9. “I have strove to do.ray best” replied the captain of 
the track team. 

10. I seen a suspicions character on the -street corner. 

CORRECTIONS 

1. “You shouldn't have done it,” said Mrs, Smith to Jerry. 

2. The dancers spun around irf a circle. 

4. I’m afraid I have bitten off more than I can chew. 

5. “I have hurt my tmjl” cried little Peter. 

7. He began the job .with the greatest enthusiasm. 

9. “I have striven to do my best,” replied the captain of 
the track team. 
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10. I saw a suspicious character on the street corner, 
The other sentences are correct. 

Are you sufficiently familiar now with the principal parts 
of these irregular verbs? Then take it easy for a while and 
relax for another word game. 


I 


|| Xiime out for the Fourth Word Game 
I WORDS THAT HAVE A COMMON 
I BEGINNING 


1 





Words are not isolated tilings existing by themselves. Many 
of them are related because they have a common prefix— 
that is, one or more letters or syllables placed at the begin¬ 
ning of the word to modify its meaning, All the words that 
have the same prefix—such as con or com, for example—are 
definitely allied to one another. 

A ■ 

In the following game you are to guess fifteen such words, 
and to find out their common relationship. Every dash in the 
required words,represents one letter, 

1. Those who feel sorry for, or suffer along with, other 

people are said to com.,,,_er_e with them. 

2. When we combine ideas in such a way as to make 

them more intricate or more difficult, we com_La_ 

them. 

3. He brought a number of magazine articles together 

and c_m„_Lcl them into a book. 

4. A student who can bring his faculties together to bear 

upon his lesson is able to con.„tr_ 

o. When you reason with an enemy to win him over, you 

may be able to com_La™ him. 

;■■■■■ 0, By mixing her ingredients skilfully together, she was 
able to con_o._t a very good dish. 

7. The members of the jury .agreed with the. lawyer for 
the defense; that is, they eon..uiL~ with him. 

8. The king used to am-.-s-.dLd to speak to the com- 


9. "Let me con_.ro_my accuser and talk face to face 

with him," said the prisoner. 

10. When several of the Homans plotted together to assas¬ 
sinate Caesar, they con—e- against hint. 

11. The general decided to surrender and to com—y with 
the terms of the enemy. 

12. The cold in his chest seemed to pull his muscles to¬ 
gether, and to con—t—i—t them with pain. 

13. You eon.._m..~n_e food when you allow the good 

to be mixed with the bad. 

14. The infantry and the cavalry drew closely together and 

tried to con--g- upon a single objective. 

15. He con_k_the assembly by calling die delegates 

together. 

—Answers 

1-commiserate, 2-eomplieate, 3-eompiM, 4-coneentrafe, 5* 
conciliate, 6-eoncoet, 7-concurred, fkondescond, 9-confront, 
10-conspired, ll-cornply, 12-coastriet, Kkontamimite, W- 
convergc, 15-convoked 

All the above words, as you may have noticed, have one 
thing in common. They denote an idea that can be expressed 
by the word with, or together. The prefix con— changed to 
com before the hitlers h, m, or p for easier pronunciation— 
comes from the Latin cum, which means with. Whenever you 
see a word with this prefix, you will know at once that it 
contains the idea of accompaniment in its meaning. 

B 

To fix the fifteen verbs more firmly in your mind, write 
the proper word after each of the following definitions. The 
order is not the same as in the above sentences, 

1. To win someone over —-——. 

2. To collect literary material into a volume_—.- 

3. To sympathize or condole___- 

4. To hold the same opinion with another__-_— 

5. To make things difficult or complex_.... 

6. To come nearer together from different directions 

7. To stoop to others in a patronizing manner 

8. To prepare fry mixing different ingredients together 





9. To fix your undivided attention upon a problem 

10. To call an assembly together ——- 

11. To spoil the good by mixing it with the bad 

12. To bind tightly together--— 

13. To plot secretly together ——— 

14. To come face to face with a person or a problem 


15. To act in accordance (with)-.—. 

. —Ansims— 

l-eonciliate, 2-compile, 3-comniiserate, 4-concur, 5-com- 
plicate, '6-converge, 7-condescend, 8-concoct, 9-concentrate, 
10-convoke, 11-contaminate, 12-constrict, 13-conspire, 14-con- 
front,15-coraply 

€ 

Arid now, to review these words from still another angle, 
characterize each of the following persons or situations with 
the right verb; 


1. He gives. Iris entire attention 


■to his lessons. 

He -—— ■» 

2. He agrees with somebody 


else’s opinion. 

He -- — 

3., He pities you when you’re in 


trouble. 

He ——-— 

4. He likes to turn his enemies 


into friends, 

He — _— 

5. , He makes things more diffi¬ 


cult. 

He ___ 

8, He .patronizes his inferiors. 

He .—-— 

7, He cooks up all sorts of in¬ 


gredients into fancy dishes. 

He 

8. A cold in the lungs tightens 


the chest. 

It —— 

9, He collects his lectures into 


a book, ' 

He 

10. He calls people to a meeting. 

He —-—~ 

11. He boldly faces people or situ¬ 


ations. 

He 

12. He plots with others to over¬ 


throw the government. 

Ho 


13. He gives in to your desires. He __—-- 

14. Troubles from different direc¬ 
tions seem to come together upon 

you. They .—-—— 

15. One bad apple spoils a whole 

barrel, It 

—Answers— 

1-concentrates, 2-concws, 3-commiserates, 4-conciliates, 
5-complicates, 6-condescends, 7-concocts, 8-cqnstricts, 9-com¬ 
piles, 10-convokes, 11-conf rents, 12-conspires, 13-complies, 
14-converge, 15-contaminates. 

You have just considered fifteen verbs that should belong 
to your vocabulary if you want to use better English. These 
words are related in that the idea of togetherness is inherent 
in every one of them, And this idea is expressed by the 
letters com or con. 

D 

Most of the words in this game are easy to pronounce. 
Here are the more difficult ones; 

commiserate: eom-MIZ-er-ate 

concentrate: CGM-cen-trate 

conciliate: con-SIL-ee-ate 

contaminate: con-TAM-in-ate 

Have you added the fifteen verbs of this game to your 
permanent word-stock? They will introduce you to the entire 
family-group of words that have this common prefix—con or 
com— and share in the common idea of togetherness. Try, 
as you go along, to think of as many of these words as possi¬ 
ble. It is an excellent way to expand your vocabulary. 

And don't forget your synonyms and antonyms. Try to 
think of a few similar and opposite words for each of the 
above fifteen verbs, You can always turn to your dictionary 
and thesaurus as your unfailing guide. 
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LOOK OUT—YOUR PARI 
IS DANGLING 


SPOT THE ERRORS 

Here is a list of sentences, some of which are grammati¬ 
cally wrong, See if you can spot the wrong sentences and 
correct the errors. 

1. Looking through the window, I saw my friend across 
tile street, 

2, Watching a mystery drama on my television set, the 
murdered man lay crumpled on the sidewalk. 

3, Arriving on my bicycle just in time, the elephants be¬ 
gan their act at the circus. 

4. The Queen Mary greeted my eyes, walking along 
Riverside Drive, 

5, His beard streaked with gray, the little boy was play¬ 
ing with liis grandfather. 

6. Glittering in the sun, the airship looked like a silver 
bird. 

7, Answering the door bell, I was glad to see my friends. 

8. Reading my book, the cat sat on my lap. 

9.. While taking a shower, the telephone rang. 

10. The Princess met the President, wearing a red dress. 

I How many of the above sentences are wrong? And what 
' is the trouble with them? 

The answer to the first question is, seven; and to the sec¬ 
ond question, dangling participles. 

But what is a dangling participle? 

It is the part of a verb that becomes grammatically untied 
from the rest of the sentence, Every verb has a present par¬ 
ticiple and a past participle. v 

For example; 


I am writing I have mitten 

I am helping I have helped 

I am walking I have walked 

The present participles are writing, helping, and walking. 
The past participles are written, helped, and walked. 

These participles must never be left hanging in the air. A 
dangling participle is as troublesome as a dangling shoelace. 
If you don't tie your participles up properly, they may cause 
your English to sprawl in a most ridiculous manner. 


CORRECTING THE ERRORS 
Let us now return to the sentences at the beginning of this 


wiLijiita; 

The first sentence is correct. 

2. From the wording of this sentence, you might infer 
that the murdered man was watching the drama as he lay 
crumpled on the sidewalk. Revise the'Construction to read: 
Watching a mystery drama on my television set, 7 saw the 
murdered man lying crumpled on the sidewalk. 

3. This sentence certainly couldn't mean that the ele¬ 
phants arrived on the bicycle, Yet this is what it says, Revise 
it to read: Arriving on my bicycle just hi time, I matched 
the elephants begin their act at the circus. 

4. Were my eyes, or was the Quern Mary, walking along 
Riverside Drive? Correct the sentence as follows: The Queen 
Mary greeted my eyes, as l urn walking along Riverside 
Drive. 

5. This sentence, in its present form, might imply that 
the little boy had a beard streaked with gray. Change the 
sentence to read: The little boy was playing with his grand¬ 
father, whose heard was streaked itith gray. 

The sixth and the seventh sentences are.correct. 

8. Was the cat reading my book? That’s what the sen¬ 
tence says. Correct it as follows: As I teas reading my book, 
the cat sat on my lap, 

9. It wasn’t the telephone, but some person, who was 
under the shower. Make this clear: While he (or she) was 
taking a shower, the telephone rang. 

10. Wouldn't the President look lovely in a red dress? 
What the sentence means to say-is: The Princess, wearing a 
red dress, met the President. 
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THREE EASY RULES 

From the above correction, 1 ? you see that you can avoid a 
dangling participle by remembering three simple rules: 

First, W participle must he logically related to the person 
or thing to which it refers. 

Second, both sides of the rektimhip must be expressed. 

Third, the words of the sentence must be so arranged that 
there can be no doubt about the relationship. 

Look at die following statement now, and see how simple 
it is to tie your participle firmly up to the rest of tire sen¬ 
tence: 

. Mary first saw Helen Hayes playing at the Majestic The¬ 
ater. 

Flaying is logically related to Helen Hayes, 

Both Helen Hayes and playing are expressed. 

The arrangement of die sentence makes it clear that play¬ 
ing refers to Helen Hayes, and not to Mary. Otherwise the 
sentence would read: Mary, playing at the Majestic 1 heater, 
first saw Helen Hayes there. 

Rather easy, isn’t: it, once you know the trick? See now if 
you can correct the dangling participles in the following 
sentences. 

QUIZ TIME 

1.. Elected, many reforms will be introduced. 

2. Lying on his back, he floated safely to. the shore. 

3. Surrounded by the enemy, the surrender, was inevita¬ 
ble. 

4. Having been built for one family, die house had to 
be remodelect into two apartments. 

5. Suffering from a nervous ailment, she twitched her 
eyebrows. 

6. Talking in his sleep, she found out many of his secrets. 

7. Shouting these words, the bullet hit him in the temple. 

8. Easily earned, money is easily spent 

9. Missing the bus, he came home fate. 

10. Though coming late, the dinner was waiting for him 
on the table. 


—Answers— 

Sentences 2,4,5,8 and 9 are correct The other sentences 
can be corrected as foliows: 


I. When he is elected, many reforms will he introduced. 

3. Since the regiment was surrounded by the enemy, the 
surrender was inevitable, 

8. As he was talking in his sleep, she found out many of 
his secrets. 

7. While he was shouting these words, the bullet hit him 
in the temple. 

10. Though he came late, the dinner was waiting for him 
on the table. 

Avoid similar errors when you use the infinitive form of the 
verb—that is, the verb preceded by the word to. 

Wrong form: To appreciate these dresses, they must be 
seen, 

Comet form: To appreciate these dresses, you must see 
them. 

Or: To be appreciated, these dresses must he seen. 

And now that our participles and infinitives have been 
snugly tucked into their proper places, we can go on to the 
next word game. 


I Time out for she Fifth Word Game 
I SOME MORE WORDS THAT HAVE 

j A COMMON BEGINNING 

In the. fourth word game we considered several words that 
, began with the prefix mn m con, The fifth game consists of 
a number of words that begin with the prefix sym or syn, 
j ■ How many of the following words beginning with this 
j . prefix can you spot? 

'i ■ 

A 

f : . X The two sides of your face, like the two sides of u leaf 
| ■■■ A are in sym,.^t,._with each other, 
j 2. The headmasters held a on the value of 

j teaching history in the high schools. 

! 3. Tito Jewish congregation snot in the , for 

| the Sabbath services. 
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4. Your television set is so designed that there is 

syn_r„n_,m between the picture and the sound. 

5. William Randolph Hearst organized a syn_c„_e 

under his own management. 

6. The Lutheran clergymen decided to hold their general 
assembly, or syn—, in Milwaukee. 

7. The Reader’s Digest published a good syn_p_of 

the latest best seller, 

8. Artificial rubber can be made by the syn._e__s of 

certain chemical elements. 

— Answers — 

1-symmetry, 2-symposium, 3-synagogue, 4-synchronism, 
5-syndicate, 6-synod, 7-synopsis, 8-synthesis 

As you may have noticed from the above words, the prefix 
syn —spelled sijm before b, m, or p—means the same as the 
Latin prefix con. All words that begin with this syllable are 
related in then common meaning of togetherness, 


Here are several other words that have the same relation¬ 
ship of togetherness. See if you can guess these words; 

1. During Lent, they enjoyed a col_t_n of light food 

in the evening, 

2. The writing of a book is known as a coL.„b_a_ ,n 

when two or more people do it together, . 

3. A husband and a wife are guilty of col_s if they 

cooperate fraudulently to get a divorce. 

4. Professor Smith was the col—_- of Professor Tones 

at Wellesley. 

5. Though your cor„„b„„a„__n of a man’s testimony, 
you may help to inspire confidence in bis statements. 

6. Little by little, as the acid ate into the meal, cor„_ 

; s—ii took place. 

7. You form a syl—b—by combining letters into a sin¬ 
gle sounding unit, 

8. And you prepare a syl-u_ by bringing together into 

- an outline the principal features of a subject or a course of 

study. 

'—Answers-" 

1-collation, 2-collaboration, 3-collusion, 4-colleague 5-cor¬ 
roboration, 6-corrosion, 7-syllable, 8-syllabus 


As you may have observed from the above sentences, the 
Latin prefix com and the Greek prefix syn have other forms 
—col and syl before the letter l, and cor before the letter r. 
And all these forms have the selfsame meaning--together, or 
with. 


€ 

And now try your mental gymnastics on the words of 
Sections A and B as you approach them from another angle. 


1. It is a formal conference for 
an exchange of ideas. 

2. It is the product of a job done 
by several people working together. 

3. It tells the contents of a book 
la abbreviated form. 

4. It strengthens your own testi¬ 
mony through somebody else's asser¬ 
tion. 

5. It’s the combination of several 
letters into a single sound. 

6. It denotes the simultaneous 
occurrence of several events. 

7. It's the easy but dishonest 
way to divorce. 

8. It is a meeting of Christian 
ministers, 

9. It denotes tile harmony of cor¬ 
responding parts. 

10. It is a meeting place for Jew¬ 
ish worship. 

11. It is a light meal (particularly 
on a fast day). 

12. It is a group of newspapers 
under one head. 

13. It denotes a person who is 
professionally associated with an¬ 
ther person. 

14. It is the combining of various 
elements to produce nevv chemicals. 

15. It denotes gradual decay. 

16. Teachers often prepare it to 
outline their courses, . 
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—Answers-— 

1-symposium, 2-collaboration, 3-synopsis, 4-corroboration, 
5-syllable, 6-synchronism, 7-collusion, 8-synod, 9-symmetry, 
10-synagogue, 11-collation, 12-syndicate, 13-colleague, 14- 
synthesis, 15-eorrosion, 16-syllabus 


The words of this game should be pretty familiar to you 
by now, So try your final check-up on them. Match the words 
iii die first column with the meanings in the second column. 

1. symmetry a. an associated group of newspapers 

2. symposium b. a Jewish place of worship 

3. synagogue c. a meeting of Christian ministers 

4. synchronism d. occurrence at the same time 

5. syndicate e. a formal discussion 

6. synod f. a professional associate 

7. synopsis g. the outline of a course of study 

8. synthesis h. gradual decay 

; 9, collation i. the assembling of different things 

into a new form 

1 10. collaboration j. a confirmation of testimony 

11. collusion k, the brief summary of a hook 

12, colleague 1. a job done together 

13, corroboration m. a light meal 

14. corrosion n. cooperation in fraud 

15, syllable o, the harmonious balance of different 

parts 

16. syllabus p, a group of letters with a single sound 


l-o, 2-o, 3-fe, 4-d, 5-a, 6-c, 7-k, 8-i, 9-ro, 10-1,11-n, 12-f, j 
13-j, 14-h, 15-p, 16-g f 


Here is the pronunciation of the more difficult words in 
this game: 

, colloquy: KOL-lo-kwee 
symposium: sim-PQE-zce-um 
synchronism: SIN-kron-isin 
synopsis: sin-OP-sis 
synod; SIN-ud 
synthesis: SIN-the-sis 
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As you play these word games, you not only increase your 
vocabulary but you add to your mental power and general 

understanding of the world. 

You now have a pretty good idea of the relationship of 
words beginning with com or mjn. But this is only a sample. 
You will learn much more about the meanings of words and 
their relationships as you go on with these games, And, in the 
chupteis on grammar, you will learn how to bring your words 
together into a more effective expression of your'ambitions, 
desires, and ideas. ' 

So lets go ahead to further learning and more fun! 
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10W TO USE YOUR VERBS 


TO TELL THE TIME 

Some of tlie following sentences are incorrect. See if you 
can spot the errors and make the necessary corrections. 

1. When I arrived, I found that they have gone. 

2. Galileo discovered that the earth revolved around the 
sun. 

3. Hitler has started World War II in 1939, 

4. They all agreed that honesty is the best policy. 

5. No sooner had he entered the house than the dog harks 
at him. 

6. They were surprised to hear that Albany was the capi¬ 
tal of New York. 

7. Come what may, he was determined to tell the truth. 

8. It had rained for five days before the river overflowed 
its banks. 

9. I never thought he will have the nerve to do it, 

10. He had told them the truth, that they may be pre¬ 
pared for the worst. 

Before we discuss the errors in the above sentences, let us 
glance at the various points of time in which the action of a 
verb may take place. 

The times of all verbal actions, as you will recall from your 
■school days* are grammatically known as tenses..- There are 
three principal times, or tenses, to denote the action of a 
verb: 

Present: I cat a juicy steak. 

Past: I ate a juicy steak, 

Future: l shall eat a juicy steak. 

But the time of an action can be expressed even more 
exactly, by a subtle variation of the three principal tenses: 

\ Present-Perfect: l have eaten a juicy steak. This sentence 
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means that I have recently finished eating the steak. The 
present-perfect denotes a past action that has occurred fust 
before, or has continued up to, the present time. It also indi¬ 
cates something that happened at an indefinite time in the 
past: I have been to London, but not recently. 

Vast-Perfect. I had eaten a juicy steak before my friends 
arrived, his sentence means that the eating of the steak had 
taken place before the arrival of my friends. The past-perfect 
denotes a past action that happened prior to another past 
actum, ' 

Future-Perfect: I shall have eaten a juicy steak by the time 
I the dessert is brought. This tense means that the eating of 
the steak will he completed before the bringing of the des- 
. ‘ ” lc future-perfect denotes a future action that 

mill take place prior to another future action. 

KEEPING TIMES IN LINE 

in addition to the above, there are several other tenses 
that express still subtler variations of time, but here we need 
not bother ourselves with them. The six main tenses—Pres- 
cnl, Vast, Future, Present-Perfect, Fast-Perfect, and Future- 
Pcrfal-- will steer you through most of the difficulties in the 
ordinary timing of your verbs. 

T hat is, provided you watch your sequence of tenses—.the 
agreement between the main verb and the dependent verb 
in a sentence. T lie.se verbs must be made to harmonize with 
each other in time. 

This idea is much simpler than it sounds. Look at the fol¬ 
lowing sentences, for example: 

He knows where you live: now. (Here the present, live, 
denotes the same time or harmonizes with the present, 
knows,) 

He listened when you spoke. (Here the past, spoke, 

\ harmonizes with the past, listened.) 

He will be happy if you will come.. (Here the two verbs 
harmonize because they are both future,) 

But watch out for this one: 


The undent prophets declared that war is evil. (Here the. 
present, is, follows the past, declared. It was not merely an 
idea of the past, but it is a permanent truth, that war is 
evil. When you express an axiom, or a permanent fact or 
truth, use the present tap even after a past verb.) 
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PICKING'UP THE SLIPS 

And now we are ready to correct the errors in the sen¬ 
tences at the beginning of this chapter, 

1. This sentence should read: When I arrived, I found 
that they had gone. The past-perfect, hod gone, denotes an 
action prior to the past, arrived, 

2. This sentence should read; Galileo discovered that 
the earth revolves around the sun. The revolution of the earth 
is a permanent fact; hence you use the present, revolves, 
after the past, discovered. 

3. This should read: Hitler started World War II in 1939, 
The tense to be used here is the simple past, and not the 
present-perfect, which generally denotes an action that began 
in the past and continued into, or almost into, the present, 

4. This sentence is correct. They agreed that honesty, as 
a general principle, always is die best policy. 

5. This sentence should read; No sooner had he entered 
the house than the dog barked at him. Use the past, barked, 
to harmonize with the past-perfect, had entered. 

6. This sentence should be corrected as follows: They 
were surprised to hear that Albany is (a present fact) the 
capital of New York, 

7. Change die sentence to read: Come what might,'he 
was determined to tell the truth. The past, might, harmonizes 
with die past, was determined. 

8. This sentence is correct. The action indicated by the 
past-perfect, kid rained, is prior to the action indicated by 
the simple past, overflowed. 

9. This should read; I never thought he would have the 
nerve to do it. Harmonize would, the past of will, with the 
past tense, thought. 

10. Correct the sentence as follows; He had told them the 
truth, that they might be prepared for the worst. Use the 
past, might, after the past-perfect, had told. 

HAVE YOU HAD TROUBLE WITH 
"SHALL" AND "WILL”? 

When you went to school, you probably spent many hours 

3 to learn the difference between shall and will. As for 
, I still have nightmares about‘those' two little demons 
that haunted my grammar-school days, 

But here is good news, In the progressive streamlining of 
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our language, much of the distinction between these two 
words has been abolished in informal usage. Indeed, some of 
die modern grammarians insist that shall is nowadays a 
“practically obsolete" word, except in .jiiestions. Yet, on the 
other hand, there are quite a few authorities who still insist 
upon the “logical difference" between shall and will in formal 
usage. 

In view of this controversy, the safest tiling is to steer a 
middle course. The chances are that you will sound “modem” 
and “correct” if you observe the following simple rules: 

1. To denote mere future time, use slum in the first 
person (with I and we), and will in the second and third 
persons (with you, he, she, it, they). 

For example; 

l shall go. 

You will go. 

He will go. 

These sentences express simple futurity, and no sense of 
determination. 

2. But to denote the exercise of will power or authority or 
determination, just reverse the above process. Use will in the 
first person (with l and tee), ami shall in the second and 
third persons (with yon, he, she, it, they). 

For example: 

l will learn 'means I am determined to learn. 

You shall not kill means You are commanded mrt to kill. 

They shall not pass means They are not permit fed to 

pass. 

These two rules are easy enough to remember. Do you 
want to express a simple future idea? Sav I shall, you will, he 
will Do you want to express a future determination? Say f 
will, you shall he shall. 

3. The third rule is just as simple as the other two. In 
questions, use shall with the first person, will widi flic second 
and third persons. In the negative, won't is generally used, 

For example; 

Shall I open the dour? 

Will you open the door? 

Won’t I have a good time? 

The foregoing three rules satisfy the requirements of good 
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English, according to many of the lending authorities. 

These, then, are the distinctions between shall and-to//? 
reduced to a practical minimum. In some of the following 
sentences, slum and will arc used incorrectly. Are you able, 
with the above rules in. mind, to make the necessary correc¬ 
tions? 

QUIZ TIME 

1. I think that I shall never see? a poem lovely as a tree, 

2. “Nobody shall save me," shouted the drowning man in 
his terror, “and I will die!" 

3. “If you can kindly spare the time,” wrote Jennie to the 
opera director, “will I come for an audition next Tuesday?” 

4. Shall I take Mrs, Smith along to the parly? 

5. Don't forget the Commandment: "Thou'wilt not killl” 

‘•’-Answers-™ 

1. Correct-no changes necessary. Informally, however, 
will is just as good. 

2. This sentence sounds a bit ridiculous, as it expresses the 
exact opposite of what the drowning man is thinking. What 
he means to say is, “Nobody will save me, and I shall die!" 
(He could also say, “I will die," and would most naturally 
say “I’ll die,” since the occasion is hardly one for forma! 
usage.) 

3. Change will to shall, since this is a question in the first 
person. 

4. Correct. 

5. The proper Commandment is, "Thou shill not kill” 


Time out for the Sixth Word Game 
WORDS ABOUT YOURSELF 


Suppose we become personal for a change. How abut i 
yourself? What sort of temperament or ebraeteristies du I 

prau have? And are you able to describe your temperament i 

mr characteristics with the proper words? . 

Let’s see, . 
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A 

1. If you like to talk a great deal, you are !_a_ q~s, 

2. If you prefer to keep silent as a rule, you arc 

t„o_t_„n. 

3. If you are expert in using your hands, you are 

d.—t—o.s, 

4. If you are clumsy with your hands, you are 

m-.l~.dJ._t. 

5. 1! you have a red-blooded and buoyant disposition, 
you arc s—,.g-i„e. 

6. 1! you have a gloomy disposition, you are 

(j p_< j I 

7. Ji you never get tired, yon are in af g_ e> 

h, If you are lazy and like to avoid exertion you are 

i„d_u-t. 

9. II you have a sweet and friendly temper, you are 
a_.L.b..,.o, 

10. It you are easily angered, you are i_ s _b_e. 

11. H you have extensive knowledge, you are e_d„„..e. 

12. If you have too little learning (which-I hope is not 

true), you are i-.l_t.~r.e. 

io, 11 you are very formal in your etiquette, you are 
p-n-t-J_s. 

M. It yon are rather informal, von are un.,—r.-.nL_ 

Id. ii you are inclined to make peace with people, you are 
p...e_..e.. 1. 

id If you are always looking fur a light, you are 
b_»l_o_e. 

It, ft you led sorry for a wrong you have done, you are 
G—,p., 1-0 s. 

LS. If you are too stubborn to admit your errors, you are 
«MLr—<t. 

IS). If you have au exalted and unsellish soul, you are 
m~.,..n.— ni—.s. 

20. If you have a mean ami cowardly soul, you are 

}>—*!...!-11.0„.s. 

— Answers*™ 

Idoquan'mis. ILfurihirm 3.dexterous (also spelled (kx« 
trens), bmaladmit, 5-sanguine, (klespondout, 7 iudefatig- 
ablty a-mdolent, burnable, KHmseible, il emdife, Iblliter- 
ate, 13-punetilimis, id-unceremonious, 15 jjacitital, Ifl-bolli- 

m 


cose, 17-compunctious, 18-obdurate, 10-magnanimous, 20- 
pusillanimous 

B 

Let’s reshuffle these words, and look at them under dif¬ 
ferent surroundings. 

In each of the following sentences, point out wnetkr the 
statement is true or false, 


1. You are an obdurate person if you are 


ready to admit your mistakes. 

True 

False 

2. If you couldn’t read, you would be illit¬ 



erate, 

3, You are punctilious when you are care¬ 

True 

False 

less about your punctuation. 

4, If you are too loquacious, people may 

True 

False 

call you a chatterbox, 

5, When the day is overcast, you arc likely 

True 

False 

to feel despondent. 

0, You are maladroit if you arc good at 

True 

False 

playing a melody on the piano. 

7. You would be pusillanimous if you wore 

True 

False 

False 

afraid to fight for the right. 

8. You’re likely to get into trouble it you'n? 

True 

bellicose. 

9, You are irascible if you lose your temper 

True 

False 

too easily. u 

10, You are very sad when you feel m- 

True 

False 

■guine. 

11. It’s wise to be taciturn when you have 

True 

False 

something helpful to say. 

12,: You are all fagged out when you arc • 

True 

False 

indefatigable, 

713. It’s nice to be dexterous when your 

True 

False 

house needs repairs. 

14. When you’re amiable , your friends are • 

True 

False 

likely to dislike you. 

15, If you like to dole out your money, you 

True 

False 

are indolent. 

16, It gives you an exalted feeling to he 

True 

False 

magnanimous, ' 

17, If you are pacified , yon will avoid quar¬ 

True 

False 

reling, . 

18, When you're unceremonious, you’re not. 

True 

False 
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likely to follow Emily Post, 

B). You show the right spirit when you are 
compunctious after you have done an injury, 
20. The study of scholarly hooks is likely to 
make you erudite. 


True False 
True False 
True False 


false. 2 true, 3-false, 4-truo, 5-true, 6-faJso, 7-trae, 8-true 
J'! 1 . 110 ' !1 ; falso * 12-false, 13-true, 14-false, 15-false’ 

16-true, Jfarue, 18-tnie, 19-tnie, 20-true 


. For the next round in this game, match the words of the 
fu-st column with the definitions of the second column; 


1. amiable 

2. bellicose 

3. compunctious 
T despondent 

dexterous 
(». erudite 

7. illiterate 

8. indefatigable 
0. irascible 

10. indolent 
U. loquacious 
12. iSiagiiaiiiuious 
10. maladroit: 

14. obdurate 

15. paeiticai 
HI punctilious 
17. pusillanimous 
i-H. sanguine 

Id. taciiimi 

20. unceremonious 


a, dejected, disheartened 

b. very learned 

e. clumsy 

d- disinclined to talk 

e. tireless 

f. given to continual talking 

g. friendly 

h. lazy 

i. high-minded, unselfish 
j- hopeful 

k. warlike, aggressive 

l. very ignorant 

m. remorseful 

n. easily angered 

o. skilful 

p. mean-spirited, cowardly 
T unyielding, stubborn 

r, inejined to make peace 

s. precise in the observance 
of etiquette 

L informal 


l-g. S-k, 3 m. 4-u, 
13-c, M-(t, 15-r, Hi-;; 


—An, 1 steers 

h"0, B-b; 7-1; 8-e, 9m, 10-h, «U, f2 i 
1.7-p, 18-j, it) d, 20-t 


For the rrexf round, pair off each word in the first column 
With its antonym in the s«;ond column by writing the letter 
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of the second word next to the first one. An antonym, you 
will recall, is a word directly opposite to another word in 
meaning. 


1. amiable 

a. maladroit 

2, compunctious 

b, bellicose 

3, dexterous 

c. magnanimous 

4. illiterate 

d. indefatigable 

5. loquacious 

e. irascible 

6. pacifical 

f. punctilious 

7. pusillanimous 

g, sanguine 

8. despondent 

h, erudite 

9, unceremonious 

j. obdurate 

10. indolent 

j. taciturn 


—Answers— 

1-e (or b), 2-i, 3-a, 4-h, 5-j, 6-b (or e), 7-c (or b), 8-g, 
9-f.lO-d 

E 

And now, before you add the above words to your per¬ 
manent vocabulary, get the correct pronunciation of those 
among them that are most frequently mispronounced: 

bellicose: BEL-li-kose 
erudite: ER-oo-dite, or ER-you-dite 
illiterate: il-LIT-er-it 
indefatigable: in-de-FAT-i-ga-bl 
irascible: eye-RASS-i-bl 
indolent: IN-doe-lent 
: loquacious: lo-KWAY-shus 
magnanimous: mag-NAN-i-mus 
maladroit: mal-a-DROlT 
obdurate: AB-dew-rate 
punctilious: punk-TIL-ee-us 
pusillanimous: pew-sil-AN-i-mus 
taciturn: TASS-it-em 

Try this game, like the others, on your friends. They, too, 
will be interested in checking their personalities and in find¬ 
ing the correct words to express their various moods. It is 
not only a builder of vocabulary, i,t is .also an interesting little 
journey into human psychology. 
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LET'S INDICATE SOME FACTS 
In Chapter 8 you noticed how the tenses of a verb are used 
to express various points of time. In tins chapter you will 
observe the verb in its various moods. 

As you may recall from your school days, the grammatical 
term mood or mode means manner. And since there arc vari¬ 
ous manners in which an action may be expressed, the Eng¬ 
lish verb has several different moods. 

The commonest of these is the indicative. This mood, as 
the term implies, indicates a fact or something assumed to bo 
a fact. 

For example: 

There was an atom bomb explosion in Nevada. 

I understand that only a few officials were present at 
the experiment. 

I am sure the results of the experiment will he of the 
greatest importance. 

This mood, as you can see, offers practically no difficulties 
to the student. Rut the English verb has other moods-'-the 
subjunctive, the imperaHw, and the infinitive— which may 
have caused you some trouble in the past. So let's sec how 
you can avoid the more important pitfalls in their usage, 

WHEN TO USE THE SUBJUNCTIVE 
An educated waiter was serving an ill-bred customer and 
taking considerable abuse- from him. Unable.to snap back at 
the customer for fear that he might lose his job, he finally 
made the quiet hut perfect retort: 

"My position, siv/tlousnWllow nic to fight you, But if the 
choice of weapons were mine, I. would choose grammar,*' 

The waiter, knowing his, grammar, said “were miue” its- 




stead of “was mine." And he was correct. He was using the 
subjunctive to express a condition that was contrary-to-fact. 

Verbs that denote wishes, demands, contrary-to-fact condi¬ 
tions, or the like, are in the subjunctive mood. Mote, for 
example, the following five sentences: 

1. If I were as rich as you, I would be happy. 

2. If he were honest, he would be trusted, 

3. I wish I were in Florida this winter. 

4. I insist that he come to see me. 

5. Monkeys sometimes act as if they were human. 

The italicized words in the above sentences are all in the 
subjunctive. 

The first sentence gives a condition contrary-to-fact. The 
fact is that I am not as rich as you, and therefore I am not 
happy. 

The second sentence is also contrary-to-fact. He is not 
honest; hence he is not trusted. 

The third sentence, as you see, denotes a wish. 

The fourth sentence indicates a demand. 

The fifth sentence is a contrary-to-fact .statement. Monkeys 
are not human. 

The subjunctive, then, is used: 

1, To express a wish or a command. 

2. To indicate a contrary-to-fact condition after if. 

3, To indicate a condition after as if or as though, since 
every condition introduced by these two words is contrary- 
to-fact. 

4. To denote other similar ideas of condition or supposi¬ 
tion or doubt. 

WATCH YOUR FORM 

You must be careful about the form of the verb when you 
use the subjunctive: 

1. Use the plural form of the verb, even when the subject 
is singular, 

He insisted that she keep her promise. 

He acts as if he were the boss. 

2. Use the form he, instead of ii/brtre. 

I prefer that she be there alone. 

He ordered that they be examined one by one. 
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, 3. Use the past form of the subjunctive to express a 

present or future contrary-to-fact condition. 

If he repented now, it would be too late. 

If only we knew the future possibilities of the atom 
bomb! 

4. In the passive voice, use be plus the past participle. 

He demands that the job be dona at once. 

He desired that his request be granted. 

It was suggested that he be invited to the conference, 

The subjunctive mood is becoming less and less important 
in modern English. In informal usage it is often disregarded, 
Bui: you had better stick to the usage as indicated In this 
chapter, for formal purposes at least. In the. judgment of many 
authorities, the subjunctive is still necessary when you want 
to say exactly what you mean. 

TEST YOUR SKILL 

I Are you ready now to test your own skill in the uses of the 
subjunctive? Check the right word in the parentheses in each 
of die following sentences: 

1. He pretends a limp as if he (is, was, were) lame. 

2. I wish that my sick friend (were, was) out of danger, 

3. It is desirable that you (are. be) there when we arrive, 

4. He requests that she (listen, listens) when he talks. 

5. The doctor advised that she (goes, go) io the hospital 

6. I am sure lie would do it if he' (has, had) the time, 

7. The general ordered that the enemy (is, was, be) 
stopped. 

8. Don’t act as if you (are, were) the only pebble on the 

beach. 

9. In the coming election it is. necessary that every citizen 
' (expresses, express) his own opinion, 

10, The., judge. Insisted .that the witness (tells, tell) the 

truth, 

l-were, 2-were, 3-be, 4-listen, 5-go, tf-had, 7-bu, 8-were, 

j 9-express, 10-tell 
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DO YOU FEEL LIKE GIVING ORDERS? 

If you do, you will have occasion to use the imperative. It 
is the mood in which an officer speaks to a private, Tarn 
right; present arms; forward march. This may he called die 
“short-cut" method to communicate your thoughts. It saves 
words’, When you meet somebody who is walking ahead of 
you and you want to catch up to him, you say, “Wait!” What 
you actually mean is, “I want you to stop or slow down until 
I reach you.” 

There are times when this mood can be very effective. A 
long-winded lecturer had come to speak at a boys’ club in 
the slums. He looked at the youngsters with a patronizing 
smile and said: “Now what in the world shall I talk about? 
School? Sports? The evils of smoking? The behavior of chil¬ 
dren in the presence of their elders? There are so many 
subjects to choose from. Can you," pointing to one of the 
boys, "tell me what to talk about?” 

"Yes, sir," said the boy. “Talk about five minutes, and sit 
down.” 

'Falk and sit down are in the imperative mood. 

IS IT RIGHT TO SPLIT AN INFINITIVE? 

The infinitive mood is the form of the verb introduced by 
the word to: to go, to see, to read, to have gone, to have 
seen, to have read. 

And this brings us to one of the most controversial points 
among teachers of English: what about the use of the split 
infinitive? 

The split infinitive is a construction in which a word, or a 
group of words, is thrust in between the two parts of the 
infinitive. For example: to swiftly run, to faithfully obey, to 
clearly and carefully observe. 

Some teachers and text books forbid this practice as almost 
a crime. The proper way to express an infinitive, they insist, 
is as follows: “to run swiftly,” or “swiftly to run," 

Yet, actually, this irregular construction is not wrong. At 
times, it is even preferable to the regular form. Those who 
frown upon the split infinitive are the pedants who belong 
to the horse-and-buggy period of English. They forget that 
a living language keeps growipg^ni.changing all the time. 
The split infinitive—like any other unconventional arrange¬ 
ment-may he properly used to purtkulurhj emphasize a 
point. The best writers—Shakespeare, Franklin, Washington 
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. Irving, Hawthorne, Walt Whitman, Herbert Spencer, Theo¬ 
dore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, to mention only a 
few—have never hesitated to use it. 

The famous British biographer Philip Guedalla made a 
humorous proposal to organize a society called Friends of 
the Infinitive. The wording of the Suggestion is an exag¬ 
gerated caricature of the idea. But it proves the point “Wo 
propose," said Mr. Guedalla, “to zealously and ruthlessly, in 
season and out of season, day by day, week by week,'and, 
year by year, in Great Britain and (weather permitting) in 
tlm Irish Free State, proceed with our objectives until'they 
are achieved.” ' 

In a ^ ove sentence, there is a gap of thirty words be¬ 
tween to and proceed. This is carrying a good idea too far, 
A narrow split infinitive may emphasize your thought. But 
too wide a split will cause a spill To successfully % « car pe« 
you mustn’t allow it to loosely, with edges all tinned up, with 
lumps in the middle, and with various fables and chairs and 
sofas sprawled over it, He on the floor. A carpet so laid is 
almost sure to trip you. 

But. under ordinary circumstances, a split infinitive is 
perfectly correct. I hat is, if you know how to use it effec¬ 
tively at the right time. 

AVOID THESE PITFALLS 

When you use the infinitive, be careful to avoid such 
expressions as the- following: 

1. He was discovered to embezzle ten thousand dollars. 

2. It has always been my desire to have seen you, 

3. I hadn’t ought to have done it. 

Correct these .sentences to rend: 

1. He was discovered to haw embezzled ton thousand 
dollars. (the embezzlement was prior to the discovery.) 

2. It has always been my desire to see you, 

3. I ought not to have done it. 

The incorrect phrases had outfit and hadn’t outfit arc 
heard too frequently in everyday conversation. This common 
error tripped up even.th&tfwtfiusr who was frying to I each 
her 'little boy how to speak better 'English. “Mother,” said 

Johnny, which d the two expressions is right. I hud outfit, 

to hm gone, or l hadn't outfit to kite goner 
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“Neither is right, Johnny,” replied his mother. “Any one 
who says had outfit to have gone hadn't ought to have been 
allowed to graduate from high school,” 

Here are the corrections for Johnny’s and for his mother’s 
errors: 

I ought to have gone, 

1 01 lghl: not to have gone. 

Any one . , . ought not to have been allowed to gradu- 
ate, etc. 

And now for a change of mood—or, rather, for a change 
of pace—as we relax to play our next word game. 


Time out for the Seventh Word Game 
WORDS ABOUT DOCTORS AND 
THEIR SPECIALTIES 

This game consists of a number of words that concern 
everybody. For they deal with our physical welfare, the ills 
that afflict us, and the-various physicians who, in this age 
of specialization, try to keep us in good health. 

A. 

Some of these words look so much alike that we often con¬ 
fuse them. See if you can get them straight. Here are twenty- 
one specialists with brief descriptions of their specialties, 
Check the one correct title that fits the description in each 
case, 

1. He. takes care of your corns. 

He’s a podiatrist 
He’s a pediatrician 
He’s an orthopedist 

2. He treats children’s diseases. 

He's a roentgenologist 
He’s an orthopedist 
He’s a pediatrician 

3. He corrects deformities (if thfiimdy. 

He’s a podiatrist 
lie’s an orthopedist 
Ik’s a gynecologist 
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4. He treats disease by manipulating the spinal column. 

He’s a chiropractor 
He’s an orthopedist 
He’s a dermatologist 

5. He straightens crooked teeth, 

He’s a chiropodist 
He’s an osteopath 
He’s an orthodontist 

6. He is also known, correctly, as a podiatrist. 

He’s a pediatrician 
He’s a chiropodist 
He’s an orthopedist 

7. He measures your vision. 

He’s an oculist 
He’s an optician 
He's an optometrist 

8. He’s a doctor of medicine who specializes in the dis¬ 
eases of the eyes. 

He’s an optician 
He's an oculist 
He' s an optometrist 

9. He makes yonr eyeglasses. 

He’s an optician 
He’s an oculist 
He’s an ophthalmologist 

10. He is also known as an oculist. 

1 ie’s an ophthalmologist 
He’s an optometrist 
He’s an optician 

11. He specializes in the disorders of the mind. 

He’s a psychiatrist 
He’s a phifsiothi rapist 
He’s an internist 

12. He treats diseases hy electricity. 

He’s a pathologist 
He s a chiropractor 
He’s a physiotherapist 

13. His specialty wtakii^md interpreting X rays. 

He’s a neurologist 
He’s a gynecologist 
He’s a roentt'cnobi’M 





34. Hu specializes in the diseases of the nervous system. 

He’s a cardiologist 
He’s a dermatologist 
He’s a neurologist 

15. He treats the diseases of old age. 

He’s a pediatrician 
He’s a geriatrician 
He’s a gynecologist 

16. He specializes in skin diseases. 

He’s a podiatrist 
He’s a neurologist 
He’s a dermatologist 

17. He treats women’s diseases. 

He’s a chiropractor 
He's a gynecologist 
He's an orthopedist 

18. He brings children into the world. 

l ie's an obstetrician 
He’s a chiropractor 
He’s a pediatrician 

19. He takes medical training as a resident in a hospital. 

He’s an internist 
He’s an intern 
J Ic’s a neophyte 

20. Be specializes in the diseases of the internal organs. 

He’s an internist 
He's an intern 

1 He's a gynecologist 

21. He helps you to adjust or to get rid of your suppressed" 
desires by bringing, them into, the open. 

He’s a dermatologist 
He’s a pathologist 
He’s a psychoanalyst 


-—Answers— 

( ^podiatrist, 2-pcdiatrieian, 3-orthopedist, 4-chiropractor, 
^-orthodontist, 6-ehiropodist ( pediatrist, aud chiropodist are 
synonyms), 7-optometrist, 8-oculist, 9-optician, lO-oplithul- 
mologist [oculist and ophthalmologist are synonyms), il-psy- 
chiatrist, 12-physiotherapist, 18-rocntgenologist, 14-neurolo* 
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gist, 15-geriatrician, 16-dcrmatologist, 17-gynecologist, 18* 
obstetrician, 19-intern, 20-intermst, 21-psychoanalyst 


In this round of the game, imagine yon are looking at an 
office directory in the lobby of a medical building. You’sec all 
sorts of specialists listed in this directory. Would you know 
which is which? 

To find out for yourself, try to match the titles in the first 
column with the definitions in the second: 

1. chiropodist a. specializes in correcting bodily 

deformities 

2. chiropractor b. man who treats foot trouble 

3. dermatologist c. specialist in women’s diseases 

4. geriatrician d. dentist who straightens teeth 

5. gynecologist e. one who treats disease through 

massage, electricity, etc. 

6. intern £, specialist in diseases of internal 


7. internist 

8. neurologist 

9. obstetrician 

10. oculist 

11. ophthalmologist 

12. optician 

13. optometrist 

14. orthodontist 

15. orthopedist 

16. pediatrician 

17. physiotherapist 
.18, podiatrist 

19. psychiatrist 

20. psychoanalyst 

21. roentgenokwist 


g. one who gets medical training 
in a hospital 

h. specialist in skin diseases 

i. maker of eyeglasses 

j. one who measures vision for 
glasses 

k. X-ray specialist 

l. eye specialist: 

m. doctor who manipulates spinal 
column 

n. specialist in childbirth 

0. nerve specialist 

p. specialist: in children’s diseases 

(j. specialist in mental diseases 

r. specialist in old people's dis¬ 
eases 

s. doctor who treats motorcycle 
accidents 

t. specialist in kidney diseases 

. ASjwcialistwho treats the mind 
through tlie analysis of the pa¬ 
tient’s dreams, suppressed de- 









—Answers— 

1-b, 2-m, 3-h, 4-r, 5-c, 6-g, 7-f, 8-o, 0-n, 10-1, 11-1, 12-i, 
13-j, 14-d, 15-a, 16-p, 17-e, 18-b, 19-q, 20-u, 21-k 

Please note again that you can use two titles —chiropodist 
and podiatrist —for a man who cuts corns and treats other 
minor foot troubles, and two titles —oculist and ophthalmolo¬ 
gist —for a doctor who specializes in eye diseases. 

But don’t confuse the terms psychiatrist, and psychoanalyst. 
Both of 'them deal with mental disorders, But the psychiatrist 
treats mental diseases in general, while the psychoanalyst 
bases his practice largely upon the method developed by 
Sigmund Freud. He specializes in analyzing the patient's 
dreams and in helping him to discover his unconscious mem¬ 
ories and repressed desires—such as infantile sexuality, for 
example—in order to resolve his mental conflicts. Tire psy¬ 
choanalyst, therefore, confines his practice to one branch of 
psychiatric treatment. 

C- 

Are you getting these words clearly in mind? Try them 
again, in this new setting of three columns. The first column 
contains the doctors' titles, the second column consists of 
brief hints about their jobs, and the third column is blank. 
Fill in the name of tire job, or specialty, in each case; the first 
one has already been done for you, 

Name of His 

The Doctor What He Does Specialty 

1. chiropodist cuts corns chiropody 

2. chiropractor manipulates muscles 

3. dermatologist treats skin diseases 

4. geriatrician treats diseases of old 

people 

5. gynecologist specialist in women’s 

diseases 

6. intern undergoes hospital 

training 

7. internist treats diseases inside 

tire body 

8. neurologist treats nerve diseases 

9. obstetrician helps mothers .give 

birth to babies 

10. oculist eye specialist 

11. ophthalmologist ” ”, 
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12. optician makes optical instru¬ 

ments 

13. optometrist measures your eye¬ 

sight 

14. orthodontist straightens children’s 

teeth 

15. orthopedist corrects bodily defor¬ 

mities 

16. pediatrician treats babies' diseases 

17. physiotherapist treats by electricity 

18. podiatrist treats foot-trouble 

19. psychiatrist specializes in diseases 

of the mind 

20. psychoanalyst specializes in diseases 

due to suppressed 
conflicts, subconscious 
memories, etc. 

21. roentgenologist takes and studies 

X-rays 


-■chiropracte, 3-dennatoIogy, 4-geriatrics, 5-gynecoIogy, 
6-internship, 7-mtemal medicine, H-neurology (don’t confc 
taw, h near** which means a am* pain), 0-obstetricsj 
0 & 1-ophtha mology,12-the mahing of optical instruments: i 
3-optometry, 14-orthwIontia, 15-orthopedics, 16-pecliatrte, 
ir-physmtlmrapy, 18-podiatry, 19-psychiatry, 20-psychMak 
sis, 21-roentgenology 1 ; ; 


Which of the professionals would you consult in each of 
of the following cases? 

1. To tr eat a bunion —___ 

2. To operate on an eye cataract__ 

3. To cure little Johnny’s measles___ 

4. To make your new glasses__ 

5. To deliver a baby ____ 

6. To test your eyesight - ___ 

7. To straighten little Mary’s.teeth__ 

8. To cure a rash on the skin_ • 

9. To give you electrical treatment for a stiff shoulder 

10. To treat a sick mind_ 




11. To take an X-ray-—■ 

12. To cure a nervous disorder- - 

13. To examine your lungs, liver, and kidneys —__ 

14. To examine the old-age complaints of your grandfather 

15. To treat the ailments of your womenfolk-- 

16. To massage your spinal column _—. 

17. To treat Billy’s deformed hip--- 

18. To recommend the best doctor among those who are 
training him at the hospital — 

19. To analyze your dreams ——- 

—Amtom— 

1-chiropodist (or podiatrist), 2-oculist (or ophthalmolo¬ 
gist), 3-pediatrician, 4-optician, 5-obstetrician, Optometrist, 
7-orthodontist, 8-dermatologist, 9-physiotherapist, 10-psyelii- 
atxist, 11-roentgenologist, 12-neurologist, 13-mtemist, 14- 
geriatrician, 15-gynecologist, 16-chiropractor, 17-orthopedist, 
18-intern, 19-psychoanalyst 

E 

And now that you know the titles of the various doctor*;, 
specialists, and medical trainees, you will want to know how 
to pronounce the words so you can talk about them to your 
friends. Here are the pronunciations: 

1. chiropodist: kigh-ROP-o-dist 

2. chiropractor: kigh-ro-PRAK-ter 

3. dermatologist: dur-ma-TOL-o-jist 

4. geriatrician: jer-ee-at-RISH-un; he specializes in 
geriatrics: jer-ee-AT-rix 

5. gynecologist; jin-i-KOL-o-jist or jigh-ni-KOL-o-jist, or 
guy-ni-KOL-o-jist 

6. intern: IN-turn; and he serves his 
internship: TN-tum-ship 

7. internist: in-TURN-ist 

8. neurologist; new-ROL-o-jist 

9. orthodontist! or-tho-DON-tist; he specializes in 
, orthodontia: or-tho-DON-slmh 

10. obstetrician; ob-stet-RISH-un; he specializes in 
obstetrics: ob-STET-rix _ 

11. oculist; OK-you-list 

12. ophthalmologist: off-thal-MOL-o-jist 

13. optician: op-TISH-un 


14. optometrist: op-TOM-et rist 

15. orthopedist; or-tho-PEE-dist 

16. pediatrician! pec-dee-at-KISH-un; he specializes in 
pediatries: jice-doe-AT-riks 

17. physiotherapist: fiz.-ee-oh-THKR uh-pist 

IS. podiatrist: po-DlJE-at-rist 

19. psychiatrist: sigh-KICH-at-rist; he specializes in 
psychiatry: sigh-KIidl-at-ree; but the treatment he 
gives you is 

psychiatric: sigh-kee-AT-rik 

20. psychoanalyst: sigh-ko-AN-a-list: lie specializes in 
psychoanalysis: sigh-ko-an-AE-i-sis; and his method is 
psychoanalytic: sigh-ko-an-aMT-ik 

21. roentgenologist: rent-gen-OL-o-jist, hard ", or rent- 
ycn-OJj-o-jist 

And thus you have added another group of important 
words to vour vocabulary, And you can now think and talk 
intelligently—with the proper pronunciation of the various 

medical .terms-.-about mu: of the most fascinating subjects in 

the world: the people who keep ns healthy, and the work 
in which they specialize. 
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10 

VERBS AND NUMBERS 


ANYTHING WRONG HERE? 

Can you check the errors, it any, in the following sen*' 
fences? 

, 1, Two and two is four. 

2. Two and two are four. 

3. Three times three is nine, 

4. Three times three are nine. 

Answer: There are no errors in the above sentences. All are 
correct. You can regard “two and two” ns a single idea, and 
therefore you can use the singular verb is, But you can also | 

regard “two and two” as separate units, and therefore you I 

can use the plural verb are. } 

The same holds true of “three times three” or of any simi¬ 
lar mathematical computation. In all such computations, it is 
equally correct to use either the singular or the plural form 
of the verb. 

NOT SO SINGULAR 

But what is the meaning of singular and plural as applied 
to verbs? 1 

; A verb ! ’ s singular, as you may have already noted, when 
its subject consists of only one idea or person’ or thinp. For 
example: ° 

The tree grows, 

The boy runs. 

The beauty of this landscape is superb. 

A verb is plural when its subject consists of two or more 
ideas or persons or things. For example: 

The trees grow. 

The boys run. 

The beauties of this landscape, are manv and varied. p 
8G 



So far, so good. But here are a few subjects that arc a little 
different. See if you can check the correct form of the verb 
iu each of the following sentences: 

1. A scholar and poet (was, were) what they called their 
friend who had just died, 

?j, A scholar and a poet—two of my best friends-.(has, 

have) just arrived in town. 

3. Either Jerry or Edith (is, are) tin' oldest in the family. 

4. Neither Jerry nor Edith (likes, like) bananas, 

, 5- Orange juice and coffee (makes, make) a food break¬ 
fast. 

6. The scissors (has, have) a sharp edge, 

7. The eyeglasses (is, are) on the table." 


f-was, 2-have, 3-is, 4-likes, 5-makes', or make, 0-have, 7-are 

The reason for the answer in every instance fc easy to 
understand: . 

1. They were talking about, one individual when they re¬ 
ferred to the man as a scholar and poet. A compound subject 
referring to one person or idea or tiling takes n singular verb. 

2. In this sentence “a scholar and a poet” are two diljvmt 
individuals. A compound subject referring to two or more ■ 
persons or ideas or things takes a plural verb, 

3. “Either Jerry or Edith** is regarded as a singular subject 
-one or the other, not both, is the oldest-aw! therefore it ' 
takes a singular verb; You .can readily understand this point 
if you recast the sentence'as follows: “Either ferry is the 

oldest in the family, or Edith (is), . 

Jerry nor Edith*’'is likewise regarded as a 
singular subject which requires a singular verb. You ean 
rewrite this sentence, also, as follows:' “Neither ferry likes* ' 
bananas, nor (does) Edith.” ■ * • 

„ S * Both Tonus of the verb are correct. II you repaid 
orange juice and coffee” as a breakfast unit, von will use flic 

Tri' mk M if >™ ro H Ibcm as two separate items 
of rood, you cap use the plural 

_ The same principle holds true of other common food com.. 
bmations-such as } m and eggs, bread and butler , lettuce 
and tomato, m\ the like. You can use cither the simdar nr 
the plural with any such combination, depending on whether 
you think of the words as separate item s ur as a toed unit. 
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6 It takes two blades to make a pair of seissurs. When we 
use ‘the word, therefore, we think of it as plural, to he fol¬ 
lowed by a plural verb. • . t i , 

7, You must use the plural because it takes two lenses to 

make a pair of eyeglasses. 

TO BE OR NOT TO BE SINGULAR 
There are a few easy rules that govern the number of 
all the verbs in the above sentences: 

1 With a singular subject, use a singular verb, 

2. With a plural subject, use a plural verb. 

3. With two or more singular subjects referring to the same 

person or thing, use a singular verb. _ 

4. With-two or more singular subjects referring to different 
persons or things, use a plural verb, 

5. With two or more singular subjects connected by either 
—or, or neither—nor, use a singular verb. 

6. With such words as scissors, eyeglasses, tongs, trousers, 
pants, pincers, goods— things made up of two or more parts— 
use a plural verb. 

TEST YOUR SKILL 

If you bear the foregoing simple rules in mind, you will 
have no trouble ill checking the following sentences. Point 
out, in each case, whether the verb is right or wrung: 

1. Either your carburetor or your battery 

are out of order. R*fiht Wrong 

2. We was happy to see you come home. Right Wrung 

3. Neither John nor Mary is eligible for 

the prize. Right Wrong 

4. Billy’s pants was soiled when lie fell 

in the mud. Right Wrong 

5. Here are the book, paper, and pencil 

I bought for you at the store. Right Wrong 

: 0. My shirt and my suit was bought in 

s the same store. Right Wrong 

7. Neither America nor England desires 

to be aggressive. Right Wrong 

8. The coat, shirt and vest is ready for 

you to take home. Right Wrong 

9. He and I was always good friends. Right Wrong 

10. The goods were spoiled in transit. Right Wrong 


10 A ,V .■ “ Right Wroim 

L. A soldier, statesman, and scholar is a ® 

combination rarely to be found in one per- 

13. Every soldier on both sides want to Wl ° a ® 

come home alive, 

M. ,A large shipment of logs has been ^ 

fioatea down the river. m . 

15. Moot Mr. raid Mrs. Smith, both of ’ 
whom wauls to go to Florida. Bight Wmg 

— Answers —. 

hwong. 2-wro»g, 3-rlgto, 4*** (night. 6-w™. 
/-r.f!lil. (.-wrong (Mv,•«,(., lO-rigirt, g 

Wrong, 1-,{-right, J5»wrong ^ ° ’ 

DO’S AND DONT'S 

Dout use ilou l with the third person singular. The word 
a eon raetum for the plural da not The proper form fo 

“ t 0m% f!,C U0, ' fl ' a,;f:i0!l f « r not. 

Ww./;: Hany complains that his razor don’t work. 

g/o; Harry etmiphuns that his razor doesn’t work. 

R roug. I he don t cotno soon, he will miss the train. 

* e f * «». he win miss ji w talin , 

R rung.-She tells me that she don’t expect to go. 

If' that siio doesn’t expect to go, 

Wm„p t o ,» Ml hr ,i lm , >, 

heiuri hi conversation—<ion’t sound right. 1 2 3 4 5 * 7 8 9 10 

T:i r ° MSe dtewt—m expression frequently 
lieard in conversation-due,sn't sound right, 1 7 

Ami please note the following incorrect usage; 

Wrong: Don’t, let’s go. 

Might; Let’s not go. 


Time out for the Eighth Word Game 
A SCORE OF ISMS 

Momt everybody nowadays seems to hr; attached to some 
sort or ism— capitalism, socialism, idealism, radicalism, sken- 




ticism, liberalism, and so on. You hear ami read about swell 
im practically every day. But are you sure you thoroughly 
understand the meanings of these words? Try this game and 
see for yourself. 


1. He thinks largely of his own 
selfish interests; he is prone to 

2. He denies the existence of God; 
he advocates 

3. He questions, hut neither de¬ 
nies nor accepts, the doctrines of 
religion; he professes 

4. He tells you frankly that he 
doesn’t know whether or not God ex¬ 
ists; he admits his 

5. He believes in one God; ho 
practices 

6. He believes in many gods; he 
practices 

7. He advocates the public own¬ 
ership of the means of production; ho 
believes in 

8. He is opposed to every form of 
government; he believes in 

9. He supports a system of private 
wealth, lawfully acquired through pri¬ 
vate enterprise; he advocates 

10. He adheres to the existing order 
of things, and opposes any political 
changes; he believes in 

11. He advocates extreme changes 
in government; he believes in 

12. His is a middle-of-the-road at¬ 
titude in polities, leaning neither too 
much to the right nor too much to the 
left; he believes in 

13. He has learned to he indiffer¬ 
ent to pleasure and pain; he practices 

14. He forms his opinions by fol¬ 
lowing his reason; lie practices* 

15. He is carried away by unreas¬ 
onable enthusiasm; he yields to 


16. fie asserts Ids Beliefs without 
sufficient evidence; he is inclined to d. « 

17. He insists upon the independ- b 

ence of his action without any outside 
interference; he maintains Ids I v 

18. He maintains that the most im- .." 

portant thing in life is pleasure; lie 

believes in ’ o e > •, 

li). He sliows favoritism to his rela- 
rives regardless of their merits- he 

rfS , , ’ »-p—te 

-u, lb, has ail raaggeiital sense of 
patriotism; lie practices eluUJ* 

— Answers — 

llJhT'thi ?f Kia ‘\ 3 *f Um > ^agnosticism. 5-mono 
heiMu, h-pulythfasiii, 7-somBan, H-isnurclikm, 9-capital™. 

V, IMlwolism, 13-itoicism 

■ 1 - 1.1 mualism. lii-ianalieism, n+OM 

mi, 18'epicureanism, 10-nepotism, 20-chauvinism 

B 

In this round, try to get the nouns for the people who nrac- 
to or represent or advocate the twenty dillmJit mm listed 

.1. 11, n~p—fct: promoted his undeserving nephew to 
the.vice presidency of flu- jinn. 

Tb e “°—* is wi % to sacrifice everybody for him- 

or .AJ hv .t Will probably tell you that his 

countiy is never m the wrong, 

> riocst> to t 1 ^ !l;iS UW pr0,)f }or b assi-rtion that God 

a. lbe e—e.enjoys food and drink. 

„ v ' , — c > m questions of religion, asserts that lie 

wants to be shown.” 

I ihi: 1 -thinks he can stand on his 

own feet. 

f ]j 10 m - f -‘—l asserts that God is One. 

about Cod is bncal . in professing bis ignorance 

1ft. The d—'asserts Ids belief without proof. 




11, The c—.s„_a——■elikes the. good old laws and 

the good old times, (( 

12, The r—i--1 prefers to take a chance on new lamps 

for old,” „, , 

13, The l.._e_1 favors greater freedom m political and 

religious matters, . . 

The c_;~t_—t is proud or the big business he has 

builtup through his own enterprise, 

15. The a—r_-t believes that all government is evil. 

16. The p : _t sees gods in many objects of na~ 

] 7 _ xj ie f_a_e is sometimes ready to kill for his be¬ 


liefs. 

18. The r_,o__ 1_t accepts only what lie sees clearly 

with his mind. 

19. The S-O-C is very brave in the face of pain. 

20. The s_La_-t is opposed to the private ownership 

of big business. 

—Answers— 

1-nepotist, 2-egoist, 3-chauvinist, 4-atheist, 5-epicurean, 
6-skeptic, 7-individualist, 8-monotheist, 9-agnnstie, 10-dogma¬ 
tist, 11-conservative, 12-radical, 13-liberal, 14-capitalist, 15- 
anarchist, 16-polytheist, 17-fanatic, 18-ratiomdist, 1.0-stoic, 
20-socialist 


Next round; Match the words on the left with the defini¬ 
tions on the right: 

1. agnosticism a, assertion of belief without proof 

2. anarchism b. the philosophy of pleasure 

3. atheism e. belief in one God 

4. capitalism d, advocacy of extreme political 

changes 

5. chauvinism e. unreasonable zeal 

6. conservatism f. the theory that the truth about 

i God is beyond our knowledge 

7. dogmatism g, extreme selfishness 

8. egoism h. belief in many gods 

9. epicureanism i. aversion to political change 

10. fanaticism j. the belief that all government is 

unnecessary 

11. individualism k, advocacy of public ownership 
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12. liberalism 

13. monotheism 
M, nepotism 

15. polytheism 

16. radicalism. 

17. rationalism 

18. skepticism 

19. socialism 

20. stoicism 


1. disbelief in God 

m. the system of private ownership 

n. a progressive attitude in politics 

o. the practice of personal freedom 
from restraint 

p. reliance upon reason 

<{, an attit ude of doubt, with a will¬ 
ingness to be shown 

r. indillcronee to pleasure arid pain 

s, favoritism to relatives 

t■ exaggerated patriotism 


•Au.'ttvm- 


1-f, 2-j, 3-1, 4-in, ,‘>t. 0-j, 7-a, 8-g, 9-h, 10-e 
13-c, 14-s, ITi-h, IfS-d, 17-p, 18-q, J4)-h, 20-r 


ll-o, 12-n, 


D 

And now see how many of the more difficult of these word* 
you can pronounce: 

agnosf ieuan: ag-N( )S-f i-si/m 

chauvinism; SilOW-vin-izm 

egoism; KK-go-izm 

epicureanism: epd-kew-fllilK-au-ixm 

monotheism: MON-o-thee-i/m (th as in think) 

nepotism: NEP-o-fi/.m 

polytheism: POL ee-thco-izm 

rationalism; HASH'on-abizm 

skepticism: SKEP-ti-sizm 

stoicism: STO-i-sizm 

, ^you have played with 40 words.-20 of them 

dealing with ideas, and 20 with persons who profess or prats' 
bee these ideas. Are you sure you aw now familiar with the 
dctimtions and the pronunciations of these 40 words? Then 
you are ready to go on with the next chapter. 
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HOW TO NAME PERSONS AND THINGS 


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN VERBS AND NOUNS 

Do you notice any difference in the word effect as used in 
the two following sentences? 

1. Penicillin can effect a cure in many diseases. 

2. The effect of penicillin as a cure in many diseases is now 
generally recognized. 

In the first sentence, effect is a verb. 

In the second sentence, effect is a noun. 

The verb, as you will recall from Chapter 4, where we dis¬ 
cussed these words earlier, is the word that makes a sentence 
move. You are now, I trust, pretty familiar with its various 
functions. 

So let us turn to the noun and become a little better ac¬ 
quainted with it. 

What is a noun? 

Everything you can see, hear, touch, taste, or smell is a 
noun. 

You see a house, hear a .bell, touch a book, taste an apple, 
smell a flower. (All these italic words are nouns.) 

A noun, as was mentioned earlier, is it name. 

The names of persons are nouns, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower man 

Helen Hayes woman 

Jimmy Jones boy 

The names of places are nouns: 


New York 
Mount Washington 
Florida 


Broadway 
Yellowstone Park 
Times Square 


The names of livings are nouns: 

pencil cigarette lighter 

)A ISS refrigerator 

airplane window 

The names of actions, ideas, qualities, concepts and emo¬ 
tions are also nouns: 

prUe light goodness 

polities friendship 

philosophy revenge 

Let us at this point dear up a confusion about the word 
action. You will find this word in the grammatical definitions 
of the verb as well as of the noun. But note this important 
difference: 

A verb shows act ion. 

A noun is tin* name of an action. 

Tims, iu tiic following three sentences, the italic words are 
verbs: 

1. They will run a good race. 

2. He will deal fairly with the prisoner. 

3. It’s good to play now and then. 

These arc verbs because they show action. 

But in the next three sentences, the italic words are nouns: 

1. They will make a good run of it, 

2. He will give the prisoner a fair deal, 

<1 It s good to inject a little play into our daily activities. 

These words are nouns because they are the names of 
actions. 

CHECK THEM OFF 

As you have noted from the above sis sentences, the same 
word may sometimes be used cither as a verb or as a noun, 
But. the distinction is always dear. A verb denotes action 
(among other things). It predicates, or tells something about, 
the subject. But a noun is the name of an action, idea, qual¬ 
ity, concept, emotion, person, place, or thing, 

Do yon get the difference? Then try to check the nouns 
and the verbs in the following passage: 







Asked if he could summarize all history in a few chap¬ 
ters, Dr. Charles A. Beard replied that he could do so in 
four sentences: 

1. Whom the gods would destroy, they first make mad 
with power. 

2. The mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceed¬ 
ing small. 

3. The bee fertilizes the flower it robs. 

4. When it is dark enough, you can see the stars in the 
sky. 

But Anatole France, somewhat more cynically, con¬ 
densed the entire story of man’s life on earth into a single 
sentence: 

Men are bora, they suffer and cause suffering, then they 
are sentenced to die. 

In the above passage there are twenty nouns—-that is, 
names of persons, things, places, ideas, activities, qualities, 
concepts, or emotions: 

history stars 

chapters sky 

| Dr, Charles A. Beard Anatole France 

l sentences story 

gods man’s 

power life 

mills earth 

God sentence 

bee men 

flower suffering 

In the same passage, there are eighteen verbs: 

asked robs: 

could summarize is 

replied , can see 

could do condensed 

would destroy are bom 

make suffer 

grind cause 

V grind • • 'are sentenced 

fertilizes .■ to die 


condensed 
are born 
suffer 
cause 

are sentenced 
to die 


Please note also, in the above passage, such words ash, 
whom, they, ft. These and similar words are not nouns, but 
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pronouns—words used in place of nouns, We shall take up 
the pronoun in a later chapter. For the present, let us return 
to the noun as distinguished from the verb. 

The following section will help you to fix the distinction 
a little more dearly in your mind. 

BOY MEETS GIRL 

Take the simple sentence at the head of this section: Boti 
atm girt are the nouns. Meets is the verb. 

I he verb meats, in this title, puts the sentence into action. 

of tip mb IS ^ mb ^ Ct> aiKl is t}le ab i ect 

Two of the main functions of a noun, in other words are 
to serve either as the subject (the doer) or as the object (the 
receiver) or an action. , 

. Yt, . u ean almost the entire plot of any story to the 
simple formula of two nouns and a verb-noun subject + verb 
action + noun object: 

Boy meets girl. Boy loses girl, Boy finds girl. 

Some stories become a little more complicated after the 
finding of the girl. But the formula still holds trim. For 
example: F.J 

Husband betrays wife. Wife discovers husband. Wife 
shoots husband, 

And so on. 

Leonard Merrick tolls tin interesting story based upon the 
subject-{■ verb f-object formula. Two strangers meet in a 
caie. Outside, a hurdy-gurdy is playing an old-time popular 
song. A tear trickles down the face of one of the two strangers. 
W'hats the. trouble? Sad memories?'’ 

*’Yes.” 

;;j)o you mind telling me about it?" 

‘‘Not at all . . . Many years ago I met a beautiful young 
lady at tins very same cafe. And on that oeeasion, we heard 
this very same song ... 1 fell in love with the lady . 

And now, whenever I hear this song, my heart is oppressed 
with sorrow, and tue tors noun* to ioy oyes, w 
‘TVtor fellow, so she jilted you.” 

"No, my friend, she 'married me." 

Boy loves girl. Boy marries girl. Boy hates girl. This is but 
another variation on the sell-same theme. But, in every ease, 
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you find the basic part of the sentence—of every sentence — 
in the verbs and the nouns. The verbs denote the action; 
and the nouns indicate what person or thing performs the 
action, and upon what person or thing the action is performed. 

We shall consider the further uses of the noun in Chapter 
IS, right after the intermission for the next word game. 


Time out fos? the Ninth Word Game 
WORDS ABOUT TEACHERS AND STUDIES' 

A 

Suppose you wanted to decide upon a course of education 
—for yourself or for some member of your family. You have 
just received a catalog listing all sorts of studies, from Ad¬ 
vertising to Zoology. Do you know the meanings of the words 
that indicate the various studies and the experts who teacli 
them? 

Let’s see, Which of the three given definitions most nearly 
describes each of the following subjects? 

1. Agronomy, taught by an agronomist, is 

a. the study of primitive races 

b. die survey of human emotions 

c. scientific farming 

2. Anthropology, taught by an anthropologist, is 

a. the science of anthracite 

b. the study of man 
e. the art of poetry 

8. Archeology, taught by an archeologist, is 

a. the study of history through ancient relics 

b, the study of archangels 
G. the science of animal breeding 

4. Biology, taught by a biologist, is 

a. the art of story telling 

b. ■ the study of poisons 
e. the science of life 

5. Botany, taught by a botanist, is 

a. the study of plants 

b. the art of buying and selling 

c. the study of navigation 
98 


6. Embryology, taught by an embryologist, is 

a. the study of coals and ashes 

b. the study of the development of living 
creatures before their birth 

c. the study of amber 

7. Entomology, taught by an entomologist, is 

a. the study of insects 

b. the study of the derivation of words 

c. the study of tombs and monuments 

8. Etymology, taught by an etymologist, is 

a. the study of insects 

b. the study of the derivation of words 

c. tire science of atomic energy 

9. Geology, taught by a geologist, is 

a. a branch of mathematics dealing with 
lines and angles 

b. the study of the earth 

c. the study of fishes 

10. Graphology, taught by a graphologist, is 

a, the analysis of handwriting 

b. the study of maps 

e. tlie making of phonographs 

11. Linguistics, taught by a linguist, is 

a. the science of language 

b. the making of lingerie 

c. the study of linking chains together 

12. Meteorology, taught by a meteorologist, is 

a. the study of motor vehicles 

b. the study of the weather 

c. the adjustment of meters 

13. Penology, taught by a penologist, is 

a. the art of good penmanship 

b. the study of old-age pensions 

c. the study of prison management 

14. Philology, taught by a philologist, is 

a. the art of wisdom 

b. literary scholarship, the scientific study 
of written records 

c. the study of timber 

15. Physics, taught by a physicist, is 

a. the study of medicine 
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b. the science of matter and energy 
e, physical education 

10, Physiology, taught by a physiologist, is 

a, die study of the functions of the body 

b, the study of the functions of the mind 

c, the splitting of the atom 

17. Seismology, taught by a seismologist, is 

a, the tailoring of small-sized dresses 

b, the science of.earthquake phenomena 

c, the changes of fashions in clothes 

18. Theology, taught by a theologian, is 

a, the study of religion 

b, the science of heat 

c, the art of the theater 

19. Typography, taught by a typographer, is 

a. the making of maps 

b. secretarial work 

c. the art of printing 

20. Zoology, taught by a zoologist, is 

a, the study of the animal kingdom 

b, the history of Zululand 

c, the study of the twelve zodiacs 

—.Annum 

1-c, 2-b, 3 a, 4-c, 5-a, 0-b, 7-a, 8-b, O b, 10-n. 11-a, 12-b, 
13-c, 14-b, 15-b, 10-a, 17-b, 18-a, 19-c, 20-a 


9. The meteorologist fore- i. printing 
casts 

10. The linguist is an expert j. the science of earthquake 

in phenomena 

11. The graphologist spe- k, the human race 
cializes m 

12. The geologist deciphers 1. the reformatory treatment 

of prisoners 

13. Tire etymologist explains m. the forms of living things 

before birth 

14. The entomologist tells n. religion 
about 

15. The embryologist studies o. the functions of the mus¬ 

cles 

16. The botanist examines p. the texts of ancient manu¬ 

scripts 

17. The biologist is interested q. the nature of matter and 

in motion 

18. The archeologist digs up r. ancient ruins 

19. The anthropologist studies s. insects 

20. The agronomist teaches t. the different animals of the 

world 

— Answers— 

K 2-i, 3 n, 4 j, 5-o, fi-q, ,7-p (or a or f), 8-1, 9-e, 10-a, 
11-g, 12-b, 13-f (or a), 14-s, 15-m, 16-h, 17-d, 18-r, 19-k.20-o 


Combine each group of words in column I with the most 
appropriate word or group of words in column II: 


t The zoologist tells about a. 

2. The typographer teaches b, 

3. The theologian teaches c. 

4. The seismologist teaches d, 

5. The physiologist explains e. 

6. The physicist describes f, 

7. The philologist explains * g. 

8. The penologist is inter- h, 

' ested in ■= 


languages 

"books in running brooks, 

and sermons in stones” 

agriculture 

the mystery of life 

the weather 

the derivation of words 

the science of handwriting 

plants 


(rive tire correct word for each of the following definitions; 

1. The study of religion t ___ ■ l 

2. The study of manuscripts p„_ ■ _ 1 

3. The study of languages J___ 

4. The study of the earth g__ 

5. The study of energy p . __ 

0. The study of printing t. _ . . .. _ <i __ — 

7. The study of handwriting g„___ 

8. The study of animals ■ > _ 

9. The study of prison reform p___„___ 

10. The study of the \veuther , m. __ 

11. The study of farming : >.■, :. ~ _ 

12. The study of life b______ 

13. The study of earthquakes • n ____ 






14. The study of die functions of 

the body p,— ... .. . 

15. The study of man a_ __ _ _ 

16. The study of unborn babies e___ _ ~ 

17. The study of plants b... . . _ 

18. The study of words e_— _ _ 

19. The study of ancient ruins a—...____ 

20. The study of insects e___,__ 

—Answers— 

. 1-theology, 2-philology, 3-linguistics, 4-geology, 5-physies, 
6-typography, 7-graphology, 8-zoology, 9-penoliigy, 10 nu*- 
teorology, 11-agronomy, 12-biology, 13-seismology/ 14-physi- 
ology, 15-anthropology, 16-embryology, -17-botany, 18-ety¬ 
mology, 19-archeology, 20-entomology 

' D 

In the following table, note the pronunciation of the three 
forms—the idea-noun, the person-noun, and the adjective that 
refers to each of the nouns in this game: 

; 1. agronomy: a-GRON-o-mee 
agronomist: a-GRON-o-mist 
agronomical: ag-ro-NOM-i-kul 

2, anthropology: an-thro-POL-o-jee 
anthropologist: an-thro-POL-o-jist 
anthropological: an-tliro-po-LOJ-i-ku! 

3- archeology: ar-kee-OL-o-jee 
archeologist: ar-kee-OL-o-jist 
archeological: ar-kee-o-LOJ-i-ku! 

4. biology: by-OL-o-jee 
biologist: by-OL-o-jist 
biological: by-o-LOJ-i-kul 

5. botany: BOT-an-eu 
botanist: JBOT-an-lst 
botanical: bo-TAN-i-knl 

6. embryology: em-bree-OL-o-jce 

■ ;y : ' embryologist: ein-bree-OL-o-jist 
; embryological: em-bree-o -I ,0]-i-kul 

7. entomology: en-to-MOL-o-jee 
entomologist: en-to-MOL-o-jist 
entomological: en-to-mo-LOJ-i-kul 

| 8. etymology: et-i-MOL-o-jee 
I etymologist: et-i-MOL-o-jist 
etymological: et-i-mo-L,OJ-i T kul 


9. geology: jee-OL-o-jee 
geologist; jee-OL-n-jist 
geological: joeo-LOf-i-kul 

10. graphology; graf-OL-o-jec 
graphologist: graf-OL-o-jist 

graphological: graf-o-LOj-i-kn! 

11.. linguistics: lin-GWlS-tiks 
linguist: UN-guist 
linguistical: lin-GWlS-ti-kul 

12. meteoroli igy: mee-tec -ur-OI ,-o-jee 
meteorologist: moo-foe -nr-OI H i-jisl: 
meteorological: meo-tcc-ur-o-LOJ-i-kul 

13. penology: pec-NOL-o-joe 
penologist: pee-NOI,o-jist 
penological; pce-iucLOj-i-kul 

14. philology: lil Ol.-o jec 
philologist: fil-Ol ro jist 
philological; iil-o i .Dj-i-kul 

15. physics: FlZ-iks 
physicist: ITZ-isist 
physical: FlZ-i-kiil 

16. physiology: liz eeOL o-jee 
physiologist: fi/. re ( )|. tj ji:,t 
physiological: liz-ee-o l,Oj-i knl 

17. seismology; size (or sice)-MOI, joe 
seismologist: size (or sice)-MOLo..jist 
scisntolugical: size (or sire) mod,0| idud 

18. theology; ihec-Ol.-o-ji (//t as in thank) 
theologian: lliee-o-T.OW-jim 
theological: thee-o i/)j -j kul 

19. typography: tie-POG-ruf-ce 
typographer: tie-POt J-vaf-ur 
typ"g!'Mj)hicai; tie-po-( JR A F-i kill 

20. zoology: zo(H,-njro 
zoologist: zo OL-n jist 
zoological: zo-ol-0| Mail 

With these (JO words firmly fixed in your mind, you will he 
able to identify quite a few of the educational courses, the 
teachers of such courses, and some of the important adiec- 
dives that: describe then). _ 

But before you leave this game, make sure that you 'don’t 
contuse the meanings o) the words in each of (lie following 

Umiim; » 






2, anatomy 


3. geology 


l astronomy —the science that treats of the heavenly 
bodies 

astrology —the study of the imagined influence of the 
W stars upon the destinies of men 

2. anatomy —the science of the structure of organisms 
physiology —the science of the junctions of organisms 

3. geology —the science that treats of the origin, his¬ 

tory, constitution, and structure of the 
earth 

geodesy —the measurement of vast areas of the 
earth’s surface 

geography —the science that describes the surface of 
b the earth—its climates, peoples, animals, 

and products 

4. meteorology—the science dealing with the weather 
metrology ’ —the science dealing with the system of 

weights and measures 

g, topography —the description of the physical features of 
* a region 

typography —the art of composing and printing from 
. . type 

And by the way, suppose a person specialized in speleology; 
would he be regarded as an expert in spelling? Not at ail. 
Speleology (spee-lee-OL-o-jec) is the scientific study of eaves. 


HOW TO MAKE TWO OK 
OUT OF ONE 


SPOONSFUL OR SPOONFULS? 

. ( ' n * ci 7 tw "' il ! r**m to do* «m 

^zt^xr**^***- 

Is brother-in-lows the plural of hrollwrdndaw? 

Would y„u use in your writing, such words as potatoes 
octavos, heroes, echos, curim, punchm, as the plurals fen 
potato, (wtaw, hero, echo, curio, poncho? 

is correct: (a) the two Mi% 
Whit^* ]> k mte ' w <«> tIle ‘ wo Mims 

1,0 :;iuv » phenomena,’’ correct? 
Ilif: above, as well as most other English nouns, form their 
plmnl in aeumiunce with a lew simple principles. Fix these 
principles m your mind, and you will rarely go wrong; * 

, • A 0 " fo ! m tiu; '»f the great majority of nouns 
y adrimg x to the singular; table , kibh; flair, fLm; park, 
parks; hn^hmks; window, windows; home , lames. 

I It will help you to memorize the next rule if you listen 
t« the » vice that M;«y gave her husband when he was shin” 
mg h» shoes; ^ Put your brush in the box on the porch, and 
come m lor haw and a waltz" Yon notion that: the five nouns 

ht^n’l■ \7 m . A \ ch> 4,1 m[ ' Most, nouns with 

, m]m $‘ a J W ^ ms ‘ead of .v, to the singular: brush 

waltzm m ' >mS! Pmh> kki mitt* 

3. Nouns ending in f m f, generally ehmme / to « and add 


as or s; leaf, leaves; wolf, ibotm; shelf, shelves; wharf, 
wharves; life, lives; knife, knives. 

But be careful about such exceptions as chief, chiefs; grief, 
griefs; proof, proofs; safe, safes. 

4 . Norms ending in a consonant + y change the y to I 
and add es; city, cities; country, countries; sky, skies, 

5. Nouns ending in a vowel+ tj simply add s: journey, 
journeys; monkey, monkeys; turkey, turkeys; play, plays. 

6 . Hyphenated words form their plurals by adding s to the 

principal —that is, the most important .-part: brother-in-law, 

mothers-in-law; court-martial, courts-martial; editor-in-chief, 
editors-in-chief; passer-by, passers-by; notary-public, notaries- 
public; maid-of-fmor, maids-of-honor. 

When the name of a person is preceded by a title, it is 
customary'to pluralize the title rather than the name. Thus, 
it is better to say the Misses White than the Miss Whites or 
the Misses Whites. 

7. Figures, signs, and letters form their plurals by adding 

' Sr , 

There are two Vs in Foxx, the name of a baseball player 
who was famous several years ago. 

There are three Ts in my telephone' number. 

There are four is and four is in Mississippi, 

8 . The plurals of nouns ending in o may cause you some 
trouble. But there are two fairly accurate rules that govern 
such plurals: 

a. Nouns ending in o preceded by a vowel generally add s 
to the singular: cameo, cameos; curio, curios; radio, radios; 
ratio, ratios; rodeo, rodeos. This principle applies also to nouns 
ending in double o: bamboo, bamboos; hoodoo, hoodoos; 
kangaroo, kangaroos; shampoo, shampoos; -zoo, zoos. 

b. Nouns ending in o preceded by a consonant generally 
add es: echo, echoes; hero, heroes; mosquito, mosquitoes; 
potato, potatoes; tomato, tomatoes; torpedo, torpedoes. 

But here comes the trouble. There are several nouns that 
end in o preceded by a consonant, and yet form the plural 
by adding s instead of cs. How are von going to pluralize 
them when you have occasion to use them? 

Well, here’s a simple guide for you to follow. If the noun 
has been borrowed from a foreign language and has not yet 
^become fully naturalized ’ as an English word, the chances 
fire that its plural ends in $ instead of es. For example: banjo, 
Wanjos; bolero, boleros; cello, cellos; chroma, chmnm; octavo, 


octavos; poncho, ponchos; rancho , ranchos; virtuoso virtu 
osos; sombrero, sombreros. ’ ‘ 

. f* ®.8 euwal , ruIe > you will he correct if you follow the 
instructions as given under a and b. But whenever you w 

inm°d 1 it t U! W ° rC "P ,n a « 00(! modem dictionary Get 
a u * d , mm * y ° m die,i0IUll ‘V Mumtly. 

9. Many words derived from the Latin and the Creel' 

fed? T gma plurals; ah,mm 0 >*)- dumni; alJma 
(female) , alumnae; am, axes; criterion, criteria; crisis, crises- 

datum, data; phenomenon, phenomena. ' *’ 

L ISrt 1 r', 1 T '“'“'P? is 10 SwkoHr "»at,,ra!i»" the 
Latin and flu, Greek words by giving them an English nlurtl 

Full T a, ‘° lSV ° P°f ible PW*Hba foreign' and the 
EnghslMor many words: jormula-jomuke o h 

tabK-,? ra ' lh «"* * h is * ««fag 
» “If!!; *" Pr *»>» -I» Mm, ts avail- 

assets 

Please send me another one also,” 

7 ^'^^**“ *°* * «**■ 

’tiiZr**’ skB/ f' M* £& 


2 % E? If «*» Wo hr oak,, mixtu 

1 ll '" 1 l!lra; oo|» lull of. water upon the table. 


'"**'»*• 






in the second sentence, you have three cups for three por¬ 
tions. Hence, three cups full 

And thus the correct forms for measuring ingredients in 
your recipes are; spoonfuls, cupfuls, glassfuls and handfuls, 

WHEN NOUNS ARE POSSESSIVE 

It is a simple matter to form the possessive of an English 
noun. 

1, When a noun, whether singular or plural, docs not 
end in s, x’, z, or j, add apostrophe s (s): week’s pay; 
children’s books; men’s hats; Arthurs shoes, 

2, When a singular noun of one syllable ends in s, x, z, or f, 
likewise add s; fox's tail; James’s car; Wells’s novels; boss’s 
office, 

3, When a singular noun of more than one syllable ends in 
s, x y .z, or j, the more common practice is to add ’s: Dickens’s 
biography; Thomas’s house; Gladys’s hat. 

4, But when the last syllable of a noun ending in A is 
"preceded by an s or another sibilant (hissing) sound, the 

preferable form is to add only the apostrophe. This avoids tile 
disagreeable excessive repetition of the s sound. Thus, Moses’ 
story, Jesus Sermon, Xerxes’ defeat, sound better than Moses’s 
Story, Jesus’s Sermon, Xerxes’s defeat. 

5, When a name ending in s is long, it is better to adcl an 
apostrophe only; Demosthenes orations, Diogenes’ lamp. 

6, When a plural noun ends in s, just add the apostrophe: 
girls’ schools, workers’ wages, printers ink. 

You can also indicate the possessive by the preposition of 
placed before the noun: the vicissitudes of life, the adventures 
of Ulysses, the death of a salesman. This form of possessive 
is sometimes more effective than the other—especially when 
you want to emphasize the noun. 

PUT IT TO THE TEST 

Have you done this chapter carefully? Suppose you put it 
to the test. 

A 

Check the correct plural for each of the following nouns: 

1. sombrero: (a) sombreroes, (b) sombreros 

2. monkey: (a) monkeys, (b) monkies 

3. ox: (a) oxes, (b) oxen 

4. housefly; (a) houseflys, (b) houseflies 
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5. the letter m: (a) m’s, .(b) ms. 

S' f ourt ’ mart ^* («) court-martials, (b) courts-martial 

7. hanger-on:.(a) hanger-ons, (b) hangers-on 

b ' !“° X: ^ J acks " in ' the - box > (b) jack-in-the- 

9. goose, meaning a tailor’s iron: (a) geese, (b) gooses 
10. rancho: (a) randhoes, (b) ranchos 
n* potato: (a) potatoes’, (b) potatos 
12. mother-in-law! (a) mother-in-la™, (b) mothers-in- 

B 

In each of the following phrases, remove the preposition 
of and change the possessor to the possessive case; P 

1. The plays of Aristophanes (a-ris-TOF-an-eez) 

"• T he wanderings of Ulysses 

3. The tail of the ox 

4. The fur of the foxes 

5. The altar of the church 
0. The enamel of the teeth 

7. The salary of the secretaries 

8. The cold of the last two winters 

9. The traps of the golf links 

10. The antlers of the deer (plural) 

— Answers— 

A: 1-b, 2-a, 3-b, 4-b, 5-a, 6-b, 7-b, 8-a, 9-b, 10-b, 11*, 12-b 

B: i-Axistophanes' plays 2-Ulysses’ wanderings, 3-ox's tail, 
altar ; darnel, 7-secretaries' 
timleer’s antlers ®° W ’ 9 ' tlle S olf Ms ’ P& 10- 


Time out for the Tenth Word Game 
ARE THERE ANY MISFITS 
IN YOUR VOCABULARY? 


The following sentences have been taken from the examina- 
non papers of high school, students. Each of these papers 
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contains a "boner’’--that is, a misused or misspelled word. 
See if you can replace the boners with the correct words: 

1, The United States and Canada are contagious coun¬ 
tries. 

2, A merger of several business companies is known as a 
concubine. 

3, When a man is married to two women at the same 
time, he is guilty of bigotry. 

4, When a man is married to only one woman, he lives 
in a state of monotony. 

5, The Rialto is the business center of Venus, 

6, Napoleon had three sons, not one of whom lived to 
maternity. 

7, My sister is preparing her torso for her wedding. 

8, He illuminated all his competitors and won the prize. 

9, Birds seem to fly with the utmost felicity. 

10, Edmund Spenser wrote an allergy called “The Faerie 
Queene,” 

11, Dr, Roberts administered the unesthetic at the opera¬ 
tion, 

12, Mark Twain told many amusing antidotes in his lec¬ 
tures, 

13, Emerson was an octopus who looked at life through, 
rose-colored glasses. 

14, People who imagine they are sick are called hypo¬ 
dermics, 

15, My father has diabetes, and they are treating him with 
insolence. 

16, The flying saucers are regarded as a celestial progeny. 

; 17. The difference in their languages mitigates against a 
better understanding between different nations, 

IS, He suffered from a skeptic infection in the elbow, 

19,. It sounded like the voracious story of an honest man, 
20. Poets often Tike to illiterate their words. 

■~An.vtetT.v-- 

1. contiguous should replace contagious 
contiguous means adjoining 

contagious means catching a disease hy contact 

2. combine should replace cimcubine 1 

a combine is an association of several business companies, 
a trust. 

HO 


a concubine is a woman who lives with a man without a 
marriage bond 

3. bigamy should replace bigotry 

bigamy is marriage to two persons at the same time 
polygamy is marriage to two or more persons at the same 
time 

bigotry is obstinate devotion to ones own belief and 
intolerance toward other peoples beliefs. 

4. monogamy should replace monotony 
monogamy means marriage to one person 

monotony means boredom caused by the absence of 
variety ‘ 

5. Venice should replace Venus 
Venice is the city 

Venus is the goddess. 

6. Maturity should replace maternity 
maturity is the state of being full-grown 
maternity is the condition of being a mother 

7. trousseau should replace torso 
trousseau means bridal outfit 

torso means trunk—the body without the head and the 
limbs 

8. eliminated should replace illuminated 
to eliminate is to remove 

to illuminate is to supply with light 

9. facility should replace felicity 
facility means ease 

felicity means good fortune 

10. allegory should replace allergy 

an allegory is a symbolic poem or story 

an allergy is a susceptibility to sickness from certain 

foods or plants 

11. anesthetic should replace anesthetic 

an anesthetic means a drug that produces temporary 
insensitivity to pain 

anesthetic means unhmutiful, or unable to appreciate 
beauty 

12. anecdotes should replace antidotes 

an anecdote is a brief, amusing story about a famous 
character * '* 

an antidote is a remedy against poison 

13. optimist should replace octopus 

i.u 



an optimist is a person who believes that everything is 
■ for the best 

an octopus is an eight-armed sea animal 

14. hypochondriacs should replace hypodermics 

a'hypochondriac is a person morbidly anxious about his 
health 

a hypodermic is an injection of medicine under the skin, 
or an instrument with which the injection is made 

15. insulin should replace insolence 
insulin is a drug used in diabetes 
insolence means offensive impertinence 

16. prodigy should replace progeny 

a prodigy is something out of the ordinary course of 
. nature 

progeny means offspring-children of human beings or of 
lower animals 

17. militates should replace mitigates 
to militate means to fight against 

to mitigate means to soften, to make less severe 

18. septic should replace skeptic 
septic means poisonous to the blood 
skeptic moms doubting 

19. veracious should replace voracious 
veracious means truthful 

voracious means eating with greediness 

20. alliterate should replace illiterate 

to alliterate means to begin several successive words with 

the same letter or sound 

illiterate means uneducated, unable to read 


Are you better acquainted now with these tricky words? 
Then you are ready for the next round. Match the words in 
&e first column with the definitions in the second column: 


1. allegory 

2. allergy 

3. alliterate 

4. anecdote 

5. anesthetic 

6. antidote 

7. bigamy 


b aeunmous m use -second column; 

a. ft: humorous story about famous 
people 

b. a pain-deadening drug 

c. a poison-curing drug 

d. good fortune 

e. intolerance to certain plants or 
foods: 

f. fanatical devotion to a must* 

g. a business merger 
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8 . bigotry 

9. combine 

10 . concubine 

11 . contagious 

12 . contiguous 

13. eliminate 

14. facility 

15. felicity 

10 . hypoehondri 

17. hypodermic 

18. illiterate 

19. illuminate 

20 . insolence 

21 . insulin 

22 . maternity 

23. maturity 

24. militate 

25. mitigate 
20 , monogamy 

27. monotony 

28. octopus 

29. optimist 


h. a symbolical story 

i. marriage to two women 

j. to begin several words with the 
same sound 

k. adjoining 

l. catching, as applied to certain 
diseases 

m. to light up 

n. ease 

o. an injection under the skin 

p. an “unmarried wife” 

q. one who suiters from imaginary 


s. to remove or eject 

t. a drug used in diabetes 

u. insulting treatment 

v. marriage to one woman 

w. boredom through lack of variety ' 

x. to fight against 

y. poisonous 

7„ motherhood 

aa. full development, ripeness 
hi), a strange phenomenon in nature 
co. a bridal outfit 


30. prodigy 

dd. to make less painful 

3,1. progeny 

ee. a person who looks t 


side of things 

32. septic 

if. not artistic 

33, skeptic 

gg. an 8-armed sea anim 

34. torsi) 

hit. offspring, children 

35. trousseau 

ii. a city in Italy 

36, unesthdic 

jj. truthful 

37. Venice 

kk. a Human goddess 

38. Venus 

11. greedy 

39. veracious 

mm. a doubter 

40. voracious 

tin. the human trunk 


--Answers— . 

1-h, H H 4-r 

1 t A * r.' ..J 

t, 5-b, 6-e, 7-i, S-f, 9-g, 10-p, 


the bright 


23-aa, 24-*, 25-dd, 20-v, 27-w, 28-gg, 29-ee, 30-bh, 31-hh,’ 
32-y, 33-nun, 34-mi, 35-co, 36-if, 37-ii, 38-kk, 39-jj, 40-11 
1,13 





And now test your skill on the forty words from another 
angle, Out of the three endings to eachof the following state¬ 
ments, check the one that is most nearly correct. 

1. An allegory is 

(a) a state of mind (b) an attitude toward food (e) 
a symbolic story, like Pilgrims Progress 

2. An allergy may make you 

(a) bored (b) sneeze (c) energetic 

3, Alliterate is a word used in connection with 
(a) a poet (b) an ignoramus (c) a glutton 

4, You are likely to use an anecdote if you want to 

(a) tell a funny story (b) counteract a poison (c) 
help somebody financially 

H You bear the word anesthetic most frequently 
(a) in art circles (b) in business conferences (e) in 
hospitals 

6 . Antidotes serve to 

(a) amuse (b) remove the effects of poison (e) 
please doting relatives 
T A man is guilty of bigamy if he has 

(a) too many wives (b) too much devotion (c) ideas 
that are too big for him 

8. He is guilty of bigotry if he 

(a) gambles in a lottery (b) has too many wives (o) 
is too fanatical 

9. lou are most likely to find a combine in 

(a) business (b) a king’s palace (c) people who suffer 
, from diabetes 

10, If you heard of a concubine, you would expect to see 
(a) a board of directors (b) a military maneuver (v) 

a woman 

11. If a thing is contagious, it might be 

(a) a neighboring country (b) smallpox (a) a drug 
Ju You can use the word contiguous of 

(a) The United States and Mexico (b).diphtheria mid 
scarlet fever (c) two mortal enemies 
W. Conventions are held to eliminate 

(a) electric bulbs (b) unwanted candidates (o) ig¬ 
norant voters ' ' b 

14. Facility in a sport comes from 

(a) practice (b) money ( C ) luck 

io. It you have felicity, people arc likely to 
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(a) distrust von (b) envy you (c) pity you 

16. You dislike hypochondriacs because 1 

(a) they grumble (b) they hurt you (c) they cheat 

17. You connect the word hypodermic with 

(a) a needle (b) a person who needles you (e) a 
needless complaint: 

• 18. The word illiterate best describes 
00 «poet (b) a general (c) a savage 

19. Electricity serves to illuminate 

(a) discomfort (b) worry (c) a dark room 

20. A man who uses insolence is likely to be 
(a) a doctor (b) a patient (e) a dictator 

21. A man who gives insulin is likely to be 
(a) a dictator (b) a boaster (c) a doctor 

22. Maternity applies to all 

(a) grownups (h) mothers (c) fathers 

23. Maturity is the state of being 

(a) a mother (b) secure (c) grownup 

24. To militate is to 

(a) tight (b) cure (e) make 

25. You try to mitigate 

00 success (b) sufleriug (e) a broken watch 

26. A man who enjoys monogamy is 

(a) dull (b) happily married (c) a designer of mono¬ 
grams 

27. Monotony is the result of 

(a) too little-variety (b) too many wives (c) rebellion 
against a commanding officer 

28. If you saw an octopus, you'd call it 

(a) an optical illusion (b) a pair of rose-tinted 
glasses (c) n sea animal 

29. If you were an optimist, you'd be 

(a) grasping {!>) far-sighted (c) cheerful 

30. A prodigy occurs 

(a) to every pareut (b) to all animals as well as hu¬ 
mans (e) only once in a while 

31. The progeny of Adam, according to the Bible, con¬ 
sisted of 

(a) the miracle of his creation (b) the visit of the 
serpent (e) his two sons 

32. A septic condition may result in 

(a) aceeptaiiee (b.) inquiry (c) severe pain 
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33, A skeptic is a 

(a) spreader of poison (b) doubter (c) high jumper 

34. If you saw a torso in a trunk, you’d suspect a 
(a) bullfight (b) murder (c) wedding 

35, If you saw a trousseau in a trunk, you’d suspect a 
(a) wedding (b) murder (c) bullfight 

36, An unesthetic person 

(a) loves art (b) doesn’t care about art (c) makes 
you indifferent to pain 

37. Venice is famous as 

(a) an Italian city (b) the goddess of beauty (c) a 
waltz by Strauss 

38. We are likely to associate Venus with 

; (a) gondolas (b) beautiful features (e) canals and 
palaces 

39, A veracious person is found of 

(a) steaks and chops (b) the truth (c) cruelty 

40. A voracious person 

(a) can always be trusted (b) eats a lot (c) looks for 
quarrels 

| . — Answers -- 

1-c, 2-b, 3-a, 4-a, 5-c, 6-b, 7-a, 8-c, 9-a, 10-c, II-b, 12.a 

13-b, 14-a, 15-b, 16-a, 17-a, 18*c, 19-c, 20 c, 21-e. 22-1), 23*’ 

24-a, 25-b, 26-b, 27-a, 28-c, 29-c, 30-c, 31-c, 32-e, 33-)/ 34 }/ 

35-a, 38-b, 37-a, 38-b, 39-b, 40 b 1 ’ 

D 

And here is the pronunciation of the more difficult words 
in this game: 

allergy, noun; AL-ur-jee 
allergic, adjective; al-UR-jik 
combine, norm: COM-birio; but note the same word 
combine, verb: com-BINE 
concubine: CONK-yon-bine 
contiguous; con-TIG-you-us 
■ monogamy; mon-OG-am-ea 
| prodigy: PROD-ij-ee 
F progeny: PROJ-en-ee 

SLIPS OF THE TONGUE ‘ 

The boners we have played with in this game are due to 
poor spelling or to slips of the mind,. There are also a number 
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of errors we make through slips of the tongue, These errors 
are called spoonerisms, after a famous Oxford professor, Dr. 
William A, Spooner, who had a nervous habit of transposing I 
the initial letters of his words, Among his most amusing slips S 
of the tongue were the following: " * 1 ' j 

He struck a blushing crow, for He struck a crushing blow, 

He harbored in his bosom a half warmed fish, for He f 
harbored in his bosom a half-formed wish, I 

Ik tasted a whole worm, for He wasted a whole term, j 

He rode on a well-boiled icicle, for He rode on a well- | 

oiled bicycle, | 

They hissed the mystery lecture, for They missed the 1 
history lecture. 1 

It is kisstomart) to cuss the bride, for It is customary to 
kiss the bride. 

Avoid slips of tht' mind and slips of the tongue. Know what 
you arc about to say, and be careful how you say it. 
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HOW TO DESCRIBE PERSONS 
AND THINGS 


WHEN ADJECTIVES GO WRONG 
Gan you tell what is wrong with the following sentences? 

... }• One of the principle buildings in Washington is the 
White House, 

2, Murder is a capital crime in many states, 

3, John had a chronicle heart ailment, 

4, He made an abortion attempt to light hack, hut he was 
, too weak. . 

tion Tile gardeUCr 1,a<1 C0urse manners but a kindly disposl- 

. 6. Don’t be such a truculence witness. 

"s 7. Some of the oldest species of animals arc still extent, 
o, His sickness remained stationery for some time. 

In each of the above sentences, a noun is incorrectly used 
wiiere an adjective is required. But before wo m m with 
too correction, let us look at the functions of the adjective. 

We have already discussed the noun, with its various uses 
and abuses. The adjective, it has been aptly observed, dances 
attendance upon the noun. Grammatically speaking it is “a 
word used to modify a noun,* It describes a noun, qualifies it 
limits or restricts it, explains it, gives it color, anti hobs to 
diape its meaning There is a tendency among some writers 
to M the value of the adjective.' Mo* twain, for «. 
mple Imabavodi As for theadjective . . . strike it out" 
And Voltaire has referred to it as “the enemy of the noun.” 
let even these writers have made excellent use of the adicc- 
tree which they so flippantly dismiss, Look at the following 

passage from Mark Twain, for example: ■■ 

"The holy passion of fricniship is of * swoct and steady 

fit .i“ d ***» «Bt « will last throw;!! 

a whole lifetime, il not asked to. lend money." 


hi this single sentence there are n<i 
thes: Iwhj, mml, strarfp, “ ail ) M - 

YOU CAN'T GET ALONG WITHOUT ADJICTIVr? 

You can’t get along without: the adjective It ,vu, 
and colorful want of the n„,m." , .wii,,« a ITS 
jeetive may enable you to condense a loiw y ri 
thought into a tow syllables. h ’ c 111V(, lved 

Take, for example, the adjective vcrwiih A • .1 t 
fo Latin Kwililk, which nLaus nimbi oTblk^t ™! 

f A ««tila Fcrson is» „,a„y..iled th,(t l“i nsilv 
turn bun one activity to another; | s A-i" . usl v 
of many eapabiiife and interests'and 
Or take the adjective T i, js word, derived ft™, 

fc Lahti 1>/A, meaning the mmm fe dS« T 
person, or an action performed by a person of no S r 
or relinment or imagination-; .ni, ,ha of th “ " 

AiIjuIiua you ran sen, are handy words, especially if you ; 
have a wide nowledge of them. WJ la , propi], u ,ld ,Q 

*** writing off 

CORRECTING SOME COMMON ERRORS 
Don’t ever confuse the adjective with the noun look 

™ ^ ' T* ***** « "* ** of tfoi ,W 

ter. I he.se sentences should be corrected as follows; ‘ 

Wh«et». " K ***** " «'i»Ston is the 

2. Murdt r in a rrlmu hi 
A John bad twhrmk heart ailment. 

ta™!” 1 " " h "’ ,iK "‘“’"'I’ 1 Wt, hilt ho was 

tion II "’ S “ I "' W '»«*• Miners but a kindly disposi-. 

B. I 'on f be siielj a (fucttli’iii witness. 

I Xf“vf U “ oMest T*™ of an “ arti still extant. 
n. ms sietiiions appeared ,y tatmanj for some time. 

} mmipnlk m adjective; it means main , 
an it modifies—that is, it limits or restricts the meaning of 

~*Z U 7 m,td T Vk Wml as 'vc shall L 

mx, uu also be used as a noun., 
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But the word principle is always a noun, and it means a 
general truth, a settled rule of conduct. 

In Sentence 2, capital is an adjective. This word also, as 
we shall see, can sometimes be used as a noun. In this sen¬ 
tence, capital menus punishable htj death and it: modifies tire 
noun crime: 

The word capital is a noun, and it: denotes a side house, or 
the official building of the United States Congress in Wash¬ 
ington. 

In Sentence 3, chronic is an adjective; it means lingering, 
lasting for a long period, and it modifies the noun ailment. 

The word chronicle, a noun, means a historical record ar- 
i tanged chronologically—that is, in the order of time. 

In Sentence 4, abortive is an adjective; it means prema¬ 
turely born, and therefore coming to naught, failing. Here 
the adjective modifies the noun attempt. 

The word abortion is a noun, and it means the act of bring- 
mg about, or the result of, a premature birth. 

In Sentence 5, coarse is an adjective meaning low, vulgar, 
indelicate; it modifies the noun manners. 

The word course is a noun. 

, In Sentence 6 , truculent, is an adjective which means harsh, 
| violent, cruel. It modifies the noun witness. 

I The word truculence is a noun. 
f In Sentence 7, extant is an adjective; it means still existing 
and known, still alive, and it modifies the. noun species. (This 
adjective is pronounced EX-tant, or ex-TANT.) 

The word extent is a noun. 

In Sentence 8, stationary is an adjective which means re¬ 
maining in one place, exhibiting no change. Here it qualifies 
the noun sickness. 

Tlie word stationery is a noun which denotes writing mate¬ 
rials. 

IS A PRINCIPAL A MAN OF PRINCIPLE? 

As already suggested, some words can be used either as 
nouns or as adjectives. Thus; 

Principal is a noun when it refers to 

1, a sum of money; He gets a good interest on his prin¬ 
cipal. 

2. the leader of a school: The principal dismissed the head 
of the English Department 

It is an adjective when it is used as a modifier meaning 
main, leading, first in rank; The principal subject for debate 
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was the question of peace or war. 

But the word principle should never be used as an adjec¬ 
tive. It is always a noun. 1 '' 

Capita/is another word that can be used either as a noun 
or as an adjective. For example; 

Noun: 1 heir business has a capital of $5,000,000. 
Adjective: Washington is the capital city of the United 
States. 

But capital should always be used as a noun. 

There are some words that can he used either as verb" as 
nouns or as adjectives. Such words as advance and net-fa 
example, belong to this category. Thus; 

The captain ordered the company to advance (verb), 
(wun) PU ,1C ° bi ° Ctol t0 :1 advance in prices 

He made an advance payment on the house (adjective), 

Ho tried to net a big profit (verb). 

He caught many fishes in his net '(noun), 

His net income was $10,000 a year ( adjective ), 

In many cases, however, the form of the word changes 
along with the change in its junction. Thus: 

Vt rb ^ Noun Adjective 

to signify significance significant . 

to differ difference different 

to observe observation observant 

IN A NUTSHELL 
To summarmo; 

Does a word express action or occurrence or state of exist¬ 
ence? Then it is a verb. 

Docs it denote a thing, a place, a person, a quality, or an 
idea? Then it is a noun, * : 

Docs it modify or limit or qualify or explain or describe a 
noun? i hen it is an adjective. 

TEST YOUR SKILL 

Do you get the "feel" of the adjective as distinguished from 
the other parts of speech? Try to spot the adjectives in the 
following passages, and sen for yourself: 
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1, Enrico Caruso, the great tenor, told this experience, 
which would seem to prove that no man is as famous us he 
thinks he is. 

“As I was motoring over the Catskill Mountains', my auto 
broke clown and I sought refuge in a lonely farmhouse 
while the car was being repaired at a nearby garage. The 
farmer and I got into conversation and after a while he 
asked my name. I told him it was Caruso. 

“The astounded farmer jumped to his feet and, grabbing 
my hand, exclaimed, ‘I never expected to see you in my 
humble home! Caruso! The famous traveler! Robinson 
Caruso!’ ” 

2. An English lady, self-appointed supervisor of village 
morals, accused a workman of drunkenness because “with 
her own eyes” she had seen his wheelbarrow outside a 
public house. 

The accused man made no verbal defense, but tin! same 
evening he placed his wheelbarrow outside -her door and 
left it there all night 

—The Countryman 

—Answers— 

Here are the adjectives in the first passage, together with 
the nouns they “modify." Please remember that the verb to 
modify, grammatically speaking, means to limit or to restrict 
the meaning of, to qualify: 

great modifies, tenor 
' this . modifies experience 
no modifies man 

: famous modifies man 

: Catskill modifies Mountains 

my modifies auto 

lonely modifies farmhouse 

nearby modifies garage 

' my modifies name 

; astounded modifies farmer 

my modifies hand 

humble modifies home- 

famous modifies traveler 

And here are the adjectives, with the nouns they modify, 
in the second passage: 



English modifies lady 
self-appointed modifies supervisor 
village modifies morals 

her modifies eyes 

own modifies eyes 

his modifies wheelbarrow 

public ^ modifies house 

accused modifies man 

verbal modifies defense 

same modifies evening 

his modifies wheelbarrow 

her modifies door 

all mollifies night 

Note that the words village and public can he used either 
as adjectives or as nouns, depending upon their construction 
in a given sentence. In the above anecdote they are used as 
adjectives. But in the following examples these same words 
are used as nouns: 

The village is rapidly growing into a town. (Village is 
the subject of is growing.) 

The speaker respected his public. (Public is the object 
of respected .) 1 

Thu:,, as you sec, it is generally easy to distinguish between- 
the adjective and the noun. But the correct usage of the ad¬ 
jective presents a number of other problems. We shall con¬ 
sider some of these problems in Chapter 14-right after the 
intermission for our next word game. 


Time out for the Eleventh Word Game 
TWENTY PICTURESQUE ADJECTIVES 

In this game you are going to play with twenty adjectives 
that end in ic, When you have added these colorful words to 
your stockpile, you will possess a richer vocabulary and a 
greater power for the expression of your various thoughts. 
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A 

After each of the following adjectives, cheek the definition j 
that fits it best: 

1. phlegmatic 

(a) scholarly,, (b) not easily excited, (e) very friendly, j 
..■(d) self-satisfied j 

2. sycophantic 

(a) suffering from a dog bite, (b) cooled by a fan, 

(c) addicted to giving false flattery, (d) dull 

- : 3. sardonic j 

(a) cynical, (b) packed like a .sardine, (c) talkative, ; 

(d) reserved 
4. enigmatic 

(a) artistic, (b) vicious, (c) fragrant, (d) puzzling j 

75. dogmatic . 

(a) pertaining to the care of dogs, (b) used as a mat, j 

(e) too authoritative, (d) sweet 

; 6. sadistic 

(a) inclined to sadness, (b) inflicting cruelty, (c) ! 

fond of beauty, (d) untiring 
: 7. masochistic ’ 

(a) inflicting cruelty, (b) immature, (c) enjoying j 

cruel treatment, (d) gracious j 

; 8. eccentric 

(a) hostile, (b) fond of being in the midst of things, 

- (c) easily deceived, (d) queer 

9. spasmodic 

(a) convulsive, (b) foolish, (e) traveling through 
space, (d) delicious 

10. seismic | 

(a) swanky, (b) pertainingto earthquakes, '(c) small- 

1 V sized, (d) pompous. 

11. myopic 

(a) nearsighted, (b) selfish, (e) childlike, (d) far- 
sighted 

12 . presbyopic 

(a) farsighted, (b) religious, (c) pertaining to news¬ 
papers, (d) nearsighted 

13. quixotic 

(a) speedy, (b) contented, (c) poisonous, (d) itn» 1 

practically idealistic i 

14. toxic f 


■ , . r > \ u i poisonous, (c) dressed 

m a tuxedo, (d) delicious 

15. antiseptic 

(a) germ-killing (b) dealing with the number 7, (c) 
fermented, (d sour 
19. ascetic 

(a) l ,rad ; k : ng (b) climbing upward, (c) 

inquisitive, (cl) fond of beauty 
1/. esthetic 1 

(a) practicing self-denial, (b) fond of beauty, (c) 
argumentative, (d) lazy 

18. soporific 7 

(a) soapy, (b) sleep-producing, (c) having large 
pores, (d) wide awake J 

19. Teutonic 

(a) huge, (b) made up of two tonics, (c) German, 
(d) very heavy 
SO. titanic 

(a) huge, (b) sunburnt, (e) very firm, (d) apprecia* 
— Answers— 

h, im>> ih i2-a, 

I8-d, 14*b, Ifni, 17-bi 18~b, 19-c, 20*a 


In tins round, put die proper adjective after each defini¬ 
tion: 


nearsighted 

pertaining to earthquakes 

farsighted 

convulsive 

unpractically idealistic 

queer 

poisonous 

enjoying cruel treatment 
germ-killing 
inflicting cruelty 
practicing self-denial 
: too Authoritative 
fond of beauty 
puzzling 
sleep-producing. 
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16. cynical s—cl- 

17. German T—I- 

18. addicted to giving false flattery s-c—h_.-« 

19. huge t_t,- 

20. not easily excited p-g-- 

— Answers-™ 

1-myopic, 2-seismic, 3-presbyopic, 4-spa,■anodic, 5-quixotie, 
'6-eccentric, 7-toxic, 8-raasochistic, 9-antiseptic, l()-s:ulistie, 
11-ascetic 12-dogmatie, 13-esthetic, 14-enigmatic, 15-soporific, 
16-sardonic, 17-Teutonic, 18-sycophantic, 19-titanic, 20-phleg¬ 
matic 

C 

This round of the game is somewhat different. In each of 
the following sentences, put the correct word into the blank 
space: 

L Saint Francis, denying himself the luxuries of the 
world, was a man with an a———— disposition. 

\ 2. The doctor prescribed iodine as an a—.—mens- 

jure for the accidental cut. 

i 3. A teacher becomes d-when he asserts his 

fjjersonal opinions as actual facts. 

4, The composer Johannes Brahms was. so e— 
that he often came to his recital without any socks or necktie. 

3. The origin of the universe may remain c,-.......— 

for many centuries to come. 

6, Ho enjoyed music and painting and the other 
___ pleasures of life. 


7. She was so in___- that she enjoyed being 

flogged by her husband. 

8. He was rejected by the Army because of his 
.mi—vision. 

9. It takes a p__*.——personality to bo indifferent to 
the dangers of battle, 

| lO. Ho was so pu^.-... that lie could see the smallest 

Objects on the horizon. 

11, The (]_-type of person, like the hero of 


Cervantes’ novel, sees a palace in a pigsty. 

12. Bluebeard, in the treatment of his wives, was a vicious 

and s.--—... monster. 

13, The Devil, in Goethe’s Faust, answered the cries of his 

victims with s™—_— laughter. 
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14. There was a s. 
tallest buildings of the city. 

15. The doctor gave him a s™ 
to fall asleep. 

16. She cried out at intervals 

s-— pains. 

17. I don’t believe his s__ 

arc false. 


disturbance that rocked the 

-— drug to help him 

because of her convulsive, 
■——_ smiles, because they 


IS. Goliath was a man of ___size. 

19. Hitler believed in the supremacy of the T 
people. 

A). Fite t—-effects of certain diseases can be 

overcome by an antitoxin. 


— Answers — 

I-ascetic, 2-antiseptic, 3-dogmatic, 4-eccentric, 5-enigma- 
tic, (iesthetie, 7-masochistie, 8-myopic, 9-phlegmatic, 10- 
presuyopkv ll-quixotic, 12-sadistic, 13-sardonic, 14-seismic, 
15-soporilic, 16-spasmodic, 17-sycophantic, 18-titanic, 19- 
Tculonic, 20-toxic 


0 

7 ty to change each of the following adjectives to a noun. 
I shall give you the answer to the first, as a starter: 

Adjective, Norni 

1. ascetic asceticism 

2. antiseptic „_ 

3. dogmatic; __ 

4. eccentric __._, 

5. enigmatic _ 

. 6. esthetic ' ■ . . 

7. masochistic _ . 

'8, myopic. ■ 

9. phlegmatic __ . 

10. presbyopic _____ 

11. quixotic _ _ ,, 

12. sadistic ____ 

13. sardonic _____ 

,14. seismic. . ... ... 

IS. soporific . , . 

10. spasmodic ' __ 

17. sycophantic : A._. 

18. titanic ■■ ^ ■ 
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19. Teutonic —- 

20. toxic -- 

1-asceticism, 2-antisepsis, iklogmatism, dogma, dogmatist, | 
Eccentricity, 5-enigma, 6-estheticism, esthete, 7-masoehism, j 
masochist, 8-myopia, 9-phlegm, 10-presbyopia, ll-quixotism, 
12-sadism sadist, 13-sardonidsm, 14-seisraugraphy, sefemo- j 
graph, 15-soporific, 16-spasm, 17-sycophancy, sycophant, 18- j 

'titan, 19-Teuton, 20-toxin 

E | 

Now for the correct pronunciations! 

1. ascetic: as-SET-ik; this form can also bo used as a l 
noun 

asceticism: ax-SIST-i-sizm j 

2 . antiseptic: aii-ti-SEP-tic; this form can also bo used [ 

as a noun 

antisepsis: an-ti-SEP-sis 

3. dogmatic: dog-MAT*ik j 

dogmatism: DOG-ma-tiwn 

dogma: DOG-ma ! 

dogmatist: fl()G-ma-tist, a person who is dogmatic 

4. eccentric: ek-SEN-trik; this form can also be used as a 
noun 

eccentricity: ek-sen-TRISS-i-feo 

5. enigmatic; enig-MAT-ik 
enigma: e-NIG-ma 

6. esthetic; es-THET-ik 

estheticism: es-THET-kbm j 

esthete: ES-theet, a person devoted to beauty 

7. masochistic: mass-o-KIS-tie 
masochism: MASS-a-kison 

masochist: MASS-o-kist, a person who is masochistic 

8. myopic; my-OP ik 
myopia; my-OWE-pce a 

9: phlegmatic; feg-MAT-ik 
phlegm; FLEM 

10. presbyopic; press-bee-OP-ik 
presbyopia: press-hee-OWE-pee-a 

11. quixotic: kwix-OT-ik ’ 

. quixotism: KWINo tir.m 

12. sadistic: sa-DIS-tik 


sadism: SAD-iztn 

sadist : SAD-ist, a person who inflicts cruelty 

13. sardonic: sar-DON-ic 
sardonieism: sar-DON-i-sizm 

14. seismic: SIZE-mik or SICE-mic (“SICE" may he used 
in the following two words also) 

wismography: size-MOG-ra-fee, the science of earth¬ 
quakes 

seismograph: SIZE-mo-graff, the instrument that re¬ 
cords earthquakes 

15. soporific: so-po-RIFF-ik, the same form for the adjec¬ 
tive and the noun 

16. spasmodic: spaz-MOD-ik 
spasm; SPA2M 

17. sycophantic: sik-o-FAN-tik 
sycophancy: SIK-o-fan-see 

sycophant: SlK-o-fant, a sycophantic person 

18. titanic: ti-TAN-ik 
titan: TlE-tiui 

19. Teutonic: tew-TON-ik 
Teuton: TEW-tun 

20. toxic: TGKS-ik i 

toxin: TOKS-in 

The words used in this gnme--a»d in all the other games— 
are not the only possible words that can express similar ideas. 
Don’t forgot that our language is rich in synonyms. When¬ 
ever you come to a new word, be sure to look up several of 
its synonyms, This is one of the best ways to keep enlarging 
your vocabulary, 
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14 

WHEN ADJECTIVES GO WRONG 


COMPARATIVELY SPEAKING 

What is wrong with the following sentence;;? 

1, He was the most fastest runner on the torn 

2, I am more happier than I call tell you. 

8. The more, the merriest. 

4. John is taller than any member of his class. 

5. His father is the richest of all the other men in the 
town. 

8. Shakespeare was greater than any English poet. 

7. Johnny has less dimes than Sally. 

8. The sooner you do it, the bast. 

9. If the police were more alert, there would he less 
crimes in this country. 

10. There is no question about the greater usefulness of 
our broiler. 

The above errors in the usage of comparisons arc more or 
less common. Before we correct them, however, let us briefly 
glance at the comparison of adjectives. 

As you will recall from your school days, the rules of com¬ 
parison are few and simple: 

1. Adjectives of one syllable, and many adjectives of two 
syllables, add ~et for the comparative degree, and -gsf for 
the superlative degree: 


Positive Comparative Superlative 
cold colder coldest 

fair fairer fairest 

clever cleverer cleverest 

sallow sallower sallow®;! 

polite politer politest 


2. Adjectives' of two syllables ending in -tj preceded by a 
consonant change the -tj to i and add -er and -eat; 
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Positive 

Comparative 

Superlative 

hungry 

hungrier 

hungriest 

sorry 

sorrier 

sorriest 

chilly 

chillier 

chilliest 

funny 

funnier 

funniest 

3. Adjectives of 

more than two sylk 

dries; generally 

for the comparative 

o, and most for the 

superlative: 

Positive 

Comparative 

Superlative 

turbulent 

more turbulent 

most turbulent 

studious 

more studious 

most studious 

obedient 

more obedient 

most obedient 

interesting 

more interesting 

most interestin 


4. Don’t use double comparatives like more hippier, or 
double superlatives like most speediest. It is true that some 
ol our greatest writers have used such expressions. Thus, in 
Julius Caesar, Shakespeare refers to the blow struck by Brutus 
as “the most unkindest cut of all.” In his day, the present 
rule had not yet become firmly established; but in modem 
English, according to the best authorities, this sort of con¬ 
struction is downright wrong. 

5. Watch out for such expressions as: ‘‘New York is bigger 

than any city in the United States,” This sentence is incorrect 
For the expression “any city” includes New York along with 
all the other cities. The sentence therefore means that New 
York is bigger than New York—a statement that is obviously 
absurd, * 

Hero is the proper way to express the idea: “New York is 
bigger than my other city in the United States.” 

J( dm other hand, watch out: for the opposite error! 
“New York is the biggest of all the other cities in the United 
States, I his sentence, too, is absurd. To provide a biggest 
city, all cities must he included. But New York is not in¬ 
cluded in the other cities, and therefore it cannot be the big¬ 
gest of them all. Restate the sentence to read: “New York 
is the biggest of ail the cities (or, the biggest city) in the 
United States," 

7. When each of two comparatives is preceded by the 
word the, be careful to keep both terms uniform. 

■Right: the more the merrier 
later the belter 
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Wrong: the more the merriest 
the later the best 

8, When there is a comparison, the standard for the com¬ 
parison should be made clear. For example, it doesn’t make 
complete sense to say: “Caruso’s voice was superior." Hie 
sentence should read: “Caruso’s voice was superior to most 
other operatic voices of lus day." 

9. Finally, there are a few adjectives with irregular com¬ 
parisons that may have tripped you up in the past. Study 
them carefully, to avoid any future errors in their usage: 

far farther, further farthest, furthest 

little less least 

few fewer fewest 

CORRECTING THE ERRORS 

With the above rules in mind, you should have no diffi¬ 
culty in correcting the sentences at the start of this chapter. 
Here are the corrections: 

1. He was the fastest runner on the team. (Rule 4) 

; 2. 1 am happier than 1 can tell you. (Kale 4) 

8. The more, the merrier. (Rule 7) 

4. John is taller than any oilier member of his class. 
(Rule 5) 

5. His father is the richest mem in the town. (Rule 6) 

6. Shakespeare was g raster than any other English poet, 
(Rule 5) 

7. Johnny has fewer dimes than Sally. 

Less refers to quantity, measure, or degree; fewer refers 
to numbers. The proper expression is.has money, but fewer 
coins. (Rule 9) 

8. The sooner you do it, the better. (Rule 7) 

9. If the police were more alert, there would be fewer 
crimes in this country. (The correct expression is less crime, 
but fewer crimes, as shown in Rule 9.) 

10. There is no question about the-greeter usefulness of 
our broiler compared to others, (Rule 8) 

ARTICLES AM ADJECTIVES 

The words a, an, and the, generally called articles, are 
really adjectives. A book means any book or one book; the 
book means this book. 
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Use a before consonant sounds: a street, a job, a historical 
novel, a unique event. 

In the above examples, the h in historical and the u in 
unique are pronounced as consonants. 

Yet note the following expressions: an how, an honor , an 
heirloom. In these expressions you use an because the h is 
silent in hour, honor, and heirloom. 

So your choice of a or an depends not upon the spelling 
but upon the sound of the word that comes after it, 

DISPLACED ADJECTIVES 

I once overheard the following conversation between a 
college teacher and one of his students: 

Student: “1 have a friend with a clubfoot named Jack 
Smith,” 

Teacher: “That's an interesting name for a clubfoot. Now 
tell me the name of your friend,” 

This displacement of an adjective is a common error, and 
it sometimes leads to ridiculous results. 

For example; 

The fish was taken out of the icebox and handed to Mary 
stiff as a board. 

1 he iamb chop was a welcome sight to Harry sizzling in 
tiie elect l ie broiler. 

To avoid such errors, keep your adjectives close to the 
words they modify. 

Rewrite the above sentences as follows: 

I have a friend named Jack Smith who has a clubfoot. 

I he fish, stiff as a board, was taken out of the icebox 
and handed to Mary. 

The lamb chop, sizzling in the electric broiler, was a 
welcome sight to Harry. 

SOMETHING ABOUT THIS AND THAT 
Many uf the common errors made in our everyday English 
are due to the misuse of the demonstrative adjectives—lh/s, 
these, that, and those. See whether you can spot the errors 
in the following sentences. 

1. He dislikes those kind of people. 

2. I have performed thaf sort of experiment quite often. 
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3, Why don’t you like these sort of dishes? 

4, Be spoke about baseball and other sports of those kind. 

5, The Hindus are quite clever at those sort of tricks. 

8. This sort of sandwiches is the most appetizing. 

7. He always raced in those sort of cars. 

8. He likes to wear those kinds of hats, 

9. A good knowledge of English will enable yon to cor¬ 
rect these kind of errors. 

10, I refuse to listen to them kinds of arguments. 

To correct the errors in the above sentences, boar in mind 
the following facts: 

1, The demonstrative adjectives are the only English ad¬ 
jectives that agree in number with the nouns they modify, 

2. Therefore, you must never use the plural adjectives 
these or those with the singular nouns kind or sort. And vice 
versa. The correct forms are this kind, this sort, that kind, 
that sort, these kinds, these sorts, those kinds, those sorts , 
This rule holds true even when such phrases arc followed by 
plural nouns: this kind of hooks, that sort of overcoats, 

8. The word them is not an adjective, but a pronoun. We 
shall discuss the pronoun in a later chapter, but, for the 
present, it is sufficient to remember that a pronoun can not 
be used to modify a noun, 

CORRECTING THE ERRORS 
Following the above three formulas, you should have no 
trouble in correcting the errors in our quiz: 

1. Change' those to that (singular, to agree with kind), 

2, This sentence is correct. 

8. Change these to this. 

4, Change -those to that, 

5, Change these to this, 

: 6, This sentence is correct 

7, Change those to that, 

8, This sentence is correct (plural, to agree with kinds). 

9, Change these to this. 

10, Change them to these. 

A RAPID-FIRE REVIEW 

f And now, for an over-all review of the. adjective, try to 
correct the grammatical errors in those of the 'following sen¬ 
tences that are wrong. Your score should be pretty dose to 
100 : 
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1, The doctor said the disease lmd changed from acute 
to chronicle. 

2. He sold stationary, such as paper, pencils and ink in 

Ins store. ’ 

8 The esient of the damages will not be known until the 
flood lias recoded, 

4 Then: arc less people attending baseball games this 
year than last year. 15 

5. I admire Mantle, Musial, and Williams; but of the 
three players, the latter is perhaps the best hitter. 

8. I hey have produced these sorts of pictures for many 
years, * 

7. Don’t bother me with them complaints. 

8. Cheerful people are more pleasanter to be with than 
sad people, 

9. He invested bis principle at a good interest. 

^10. Many people consider Lincoln greater than any presi¬ 

ll. But many other people still regard Washington as the 
greatest oi all the presidents, 

12. Mrs. Jackson is an hysterical woman. 

18. The body was recognized by John Stevens, the detec¬ 
tive, rigid and lifeless and cold, 

.14, The tide carried away the swimmer foaming over the 
rocks, 

15, l hose kind of ties are my favorite. 


CORRECTIONS 

1. I he correct word is chronic, 

2, The correct word is stationery. 

8, This sentence in correct. 

4, The correct word is fewer. ' 

5, Change latter to last named. 

6. T his sentence is coned. 

7. The correct word is these, 

8. Omit the word more, 

9, The correct word is principal. 

18. Insert other bet ween any and president. 

11. I his sentence is correct. 

12, Change an too,’ 

18. Rewrite the sentence to read: The bo.lv, rigid and life¬ 
less and cold, was recognized^ John Stevens, the detective, 
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14. Rewrite the sentence to rend: Foaming over the rocks 
the tide carried away the swimmer. 

15. This kind of ties is my favorite. 

Are you ready for the next word game? As you will see 
when you play it, this game may well be entitled Murder in 
the Classroom. 


Time out for the Twelfth Word Game 


A “boner"-—as yon have noted in the Tenth Word Game— 
is a misused or misspelled word. In that game the boners 
were taken from the examination papers of high school stu¬ 
dents. Here are a number of similar errors taken from the 
papers of college students. See how many of these errors you 
can coixect: 

L Achilles was venerable only in his hod. 

2. King Louis XVI was gelatined in 179ft. 

3. There is considerable heredity in the Sahara Desert . 

4. A pharynx was a compact body of soldiers in ancient 
: Greece. 

5. The American statesman Andrew Mellon was a cyno¬ 
sure of ait 

6. The angels of the highest order are known as terrapin, 

7. A polyglot is a figure having many sides and angles. 

8. The ancient oracles frequently gave amphibious an¬ 
swers. ' 

9. Robert Louis Stevenson suffered from congenial tuber* 
culosis. 

10. Andrew Carnegie was praised as a philanderer when 
lie founded a number of libraries, 

11. Pontius Pilate was the Homan procreator of the Jews, 

12. The judge refused the divorce on the ground of colli¬ 
sion between the husband and the wife. 

13. I he arrival of the police brought about the aspersion 

of the mob. 1 

14. The investigator’s conclusions were wrong because of 
. his fault)' hypotenuse. 
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15. The dead man a body was placed j„ fa moratorium 
17. The ««* rnmml 70 dogma centipede. 

IB Neutraliad oil™ a,,, illogibk | (lr fc ftesilta 

J&Z,* “ ,n ' s “ ltal ***• *» 

“Answers— 

1. vulnerable should replace venerable 

vulnerable means susceptible to being wounded 
venerable moans worthy of honor and respect, gen- 
craily applying tu advanced age 3 

2. guillotined should replace g claimed 

guillotined means executed on the guillotine^ m . 
jdjme used for beheading people in the French Revo- 

gehtined means coated with animal kllti 
o, aridity should rophtot* fu'ycditij 
untidy means dryness, a stale of being without rain 
hvreddy is the transmission of the physical and pm- 
meal characters of parents to their offspring 
4 . phalanx should roplauo pfuuyrix 

the phalanx was a Greek body of heavy-armed infantry 
formed in dose ranks ' J 

the pharynx is the part of the alimentary canal be¬ 
tween the mouth and the esophagus 
(Don t contuse alimentary , which means pertaining to 
the- absorption and digestion of food, with demenL. 

I ins sort ut confusion would make another boner 
o. connoisseur should replace cynosure 
a connoisseur is one who understands a fine art 
a cynosure is a center of attraction 

6. seraphim should replace terrapin 

mipv'f fm ' S tiK pllUa! t0r smi>h ’ wliic!l a«m»s a fiery 

a terrapin is a turtle 

7. polygon should replace polyglot 

“ l K,b d-'; m « ^metric figure containing more than 
four sides and angles 
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a polyglot is a person who speaks or writes many lan- ! 
gauges 

8. ambiguous should replace amphibious 

ambiguous means doubtful, having two or more possi - j 

hie meanings 

amphibious means able to live both on hind and in ; 
water 

9. congenital should replace congenial 
congenital means existing from birth 
congenial means kindred in spirit, sympathetic 

10. philanthropist, should replace philanderer 

a philanthropist is a person devoted to human welfare ! 
a philanderer is a male flirt 

11. procurator should replace pmereator 

a procurator was the governor of a territory conquered 1 
by the Romans 

a procreator is a parent, one who begets children 

12. collusion should replace collision 

collusion means a secret agreement to commit fraud 
collision means a violent meeting, a clash 

13. dispersion should replace aspersion 

dispersion means the act of scattering or being scat - i 

tend in different directions 

aspersion means the. act of slandering or defaming 

14. hypothesis should replace hypotenuse 

hypothesis means a tentative theory adopted as a basis 
for a scientific investigation 

the hypotenuse is the side opposite to the right angle 
in a right-angled triangle 

15. mortuary or crematorium should replace moratorium { 
a mortuary is a deadhouse, a morgue 

a crematorium is a place for cremating--that is, burn - 1 

ing—dead bodies 

a moratorium is a period in which a person or m in- ! 
stitution has a legal right to delay meeting an oblige * I 
tion 

16. peccadillos should replace armadillos 
a peccadillo is a petty fault 

an armadillo is a small earth-burrowing animal having I 
a body encased in an armor of bony plates \ 

17. centigrade should replace centipede 1 

centigrade refers to a thermometer in vyhich the inter* j 
val between the freezing point and the boiling point of. I 
water is divided into a fpsadred equal parts, or degrees 
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a centipede is a small hackboneless animal with a lam 
number of legs 

18. oscillations should replace osculations 

oscillation means a swinging backward and fonoard 
osculation means the act of kissing 

19. This sentence contains two honors: 

Naturalized should replace Neutralized 

to naturalize means to confer the rights of citizenship 
upon an alien 

to neutralize is to make neutral, to destroy the effect of 
ineligible should replace illegible 
ineligible means not qualified to he chosen 
illegible means incapable of being read 

20. Hippocratic should replace hypocritical - 

The Hippocratic Oath, named after Hippocrates, the 
bather oi Medicine, is an oath embodying a high 
code of medical ethics; it is administered to young 
men about to enter the practice of medicine 
hypocritical means assuming a false appearance of vir¬ 
tue or piety 


B 

Most of those, words are a little harder than those you have 
considered in your other word game on boners, Are you sure 
you know the meanings of these words? Try the next round, 
and see for yourself. Match the words in the first column 
with the definitions in the second column; 


1. ambiguous 
% amphibious 
8. aridity 

4. armadillo 

5, aspersion 
8. centigrade 

7. centipede 1 

8. collision 

9. collusion 

10. congenial 


a, the net of kissing 

h. sympathetic 

e, a place for burning dead bodies 

d. fiery angels 

e. a scattering 

i. an animal armored with bony 
plates 

g. a turtle 

h> to turn an alien into a citizen 

i. a part of the alimentary canal 

j. a person who understands a fine 


11. congenital 

12. connoisseur 

13. crematorium 


art 

k. a male flirt 

l. a man actively devoted to his 
fellow men 

m.. assuming a false appearance' 
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14, cynosure 

n. 

a parent 

15. dispersion 

0. 

a swinging to and fro 

10. gelatined 

P- 

slander, a slanderous report 

17, guillotined 

q- 

a thermometer measurement 

18. heredity 

r. 

to destroy the cfleet of 

19. Hippocratic 

s. 

incapable of being read 

20. hypocritical 

t. 

a petty fault 

21. hypotenuse 

u. 

the line opposite the. right angle | 

• 


in a right-angled triangle 

22. hypothesis 

V. 

easily wounded 

23. illegible 

w. 

an authorized period for suspen- ; 
siou of payments 

24. ineligible 

X. 

beheaded on the guillotine 

25. moratorium 

y* 

z. 

a tentative theory 

26. mortuary 

a dead! iuusc 

27. naturalize 

aa. 

inheritance of certain character- j 

28. neutralize 

bb. 

1 st ics 

aide to live on laud and in water j 

29. oscillation 

cc. 

a dash 

30. osculation 

dd. 

dryness j 

31. peccadillo 

ee. 

a center of attraction 

32. phalanx 

if. 

a fraudulent agreement | 

33. pharynx 

m - 

relating to Hippocrates 

34. philanderer 

hh. 

worthy of honor, usually because 
of advanced age 

85. philanthropist 

ii. 

not qualified to be chosen 

36. polyglot 

jj- 

coated with jelly 

37. polygon 

kk. 

a figure of many sides and angles j 

38. procreator 

11. 

a speaker of many languages j 

39. procurator 

nun. 

a lOOdooted animal 

40. seraphim 

mi. 

the governor of a Roman tetri* f 
tmy 

41, terrapin 

00. 

a body of Greek infantry 

42. venerable 

PP* 

existing from birth 

43. vulnerable 

qq- 

doubtful 


—Answers** 


1-qq, 2*bb, 3-dd, 4-f, 5-p, 6*q, 7-mm, 8-ce, 9-ff, 10-b, 
11-pp, 12-j, ,13-c, 14-ee, 15-e, 10-jj, 17 s, 18-an, I9-gg, 20-m, 
21-u, 22-y, 23-,s, 24-ii, 25-w, 27-h, 2H 29-o, 3G-a, 

31-t, 32-on, 334, 34-k, 35-1, 38-11, 37-kk, 38-n, 39*im, 40-d, 
41-g, 42-hh, 43-v 


^‘» fta ~™ riintorachrf U K 


. for the 


I. Being a professional runner, he is 
college track team. 

Wangle h “~~~ is dle '™8«t side of a right-angled 


8. Allien Einstein born in Gemrany, became a n_ 

citizen of the United States. 

4. iny flat figure of more than four sides is called a 
P 


5- Casanova was a famous ph____ 

6. Ihc ph *- was an important fighting unit in 
the anny of Alexander the Great. 6 b 


, 7 'i Fran< * s fam f ons story about Pontius Pilate is 
called fhe P.--_ of Judea/' 


*-—-—— vi juuea. 

It. To understand all the foreign languages spoken in New 

York, one has to he a p____ 1 

9. I lie beautiful Helen of Troy was the e _ ___ of 

all eyes. 


10, Its good to be in the company of eon-_ __ 

friends. J ™“ 

11. Die dis—. of the Jews took place when the 
Homans conquered Palestine. 

L. Ihe s. ——are supposed to be the highest order 
of angels, 0 

13. The frog is an am .. animal. 


' f ....."'*"'**" WUIUIUi 

14. I here are two well-known kinds of thermometers 
C——— and Fahrenheit. 

15. His enemies have cast as--— on his character 


18, liiey attacked the argument at its most v- 


point 
17, The t. 


is an edible North American turtle, 


IB. According to the Bible, Noah was the pr¬ 
of Shorn, Ham and Japhcth 


19, Old and sacred institutions are generally regarded ai 
veiu 


20. Rockefeller made his money as a capitalist, and gave 


much of it away as a pi 


21, Ihe pi n . ... situated between the palate ahe 


the. esophagus, serves, as a passage for food and air. 

.22, The Nebular H-—is one of the unprovec 

theories about the origin of the heavenly bodies. 




23. Napoleons handwriting was said to have lwen so | 

i . .that it was almost impossible to decipher his 

letters. 

24. The man’s weakness for drink was a more p___„ 

rather than a serious crime. 

25. There was much os———— at the young people’s 
party. 

-26, Sodium bicarbonate is said to n-the acidity ! 

of the stomach. I. 

27. The legislature enacted a m———— allowing the j 
banks to suspend payments for three months. 

28. The os--of the tides is due to the attraction j 

of the moon. i 

29. The high standard of medical ethics is largely due to i 

the H_-—Oath. ’ j 

30. He spoke in such an am-— manner that you j 

couldn’t make out what he really had in his mind, i 

31. Many people, disliking burial, prefer to have then- 

bodies taken to a cr_—_ 

32. It was a summer of practically no rain, great 

ar--, and poor crops. 

33. Genius, according to some, is a matter of h_____i 

it is transmitted from father to son. 

34. Many nobles were g.__in the French Revo- i 

lution, 

35. You can sometimes recognize a h___person 

by the insincere sound of his voice. 

36. A c———with its many legs, is not a pleasant 
sight. 

37. An ar„—-- like a turtle, has a bony shield for j 

protection, 

38. They were arrested for a rt- . in cheating the 

public. 

39. He had a con,— — . weakness—at least he had 

shown it from infancy—and was not expected to live long. 

40. He was a wealthy eon—;...of the arts. 

41. A rn—_™— is another name for a morgue. 

-•‘Answers^ 

1-ineligible, 2-hypotenuse, 8-naturalized, 4-polygon, 5-phi- j 
lanfcer, 8-phalanx, ^-Procurator, 8-polyglot, 9-cynosure, ] 
lO-cpngeninl, 11-dispersion, 12-seraphim, 13-amphibious, ; j; 
14-Centigrade, 15-aspersions, 16-vulnerable, 17-terrapin, 
18-procreator, 19-venerabIe, 20-philanthropist, 21-pharynx, r 


22-Hypothesis, 23-i!!egible, 24-peccadillo, 25-osculation, 
26-neiitraIizc, 27-moratorium, 28-oscillatjon. 29-Hippoeralie’ 
30-ambiguous, 31 -crematorium, 82-aridity, 83-heredity' 
34-guillotined, 35-hyporriticnl, Sikwitipedc, 37-armadillo’ 
38-collusion, 39-congenital, 40-connoisseur, 41-inortnary. 


Hero is the correct pronunciation of the more difficult 
words iu this game: 

ambiguous: um-BIG-you-us 
amphibious: am-FIU-ee-us 
aridity: a-RID-i-teo 

armadillo: ar-ma-DJL low; plural armadillos, pronounced 
ar-ma-DIL-oz.e 
centipede: SEN-ti-pced 
congenial: cou-JEEN-yal, or con-JEEN-oe-al 
congenital: eon-JEN-i-ta! 

connoisseur: bn-i-SIR, or kon-iss-URE (as tire in pure) i 
crematorium: lave -ma-TOE-ri-um, or krem-a-TOE-ri-um 1 
cynosure: SlGH-uo-shnor, or SIN-o-shoor, or SIGH-no| 
zlioor, or SI N o zhoor 
dispersion: dis-FUIkshun, ordis-PUR-zJnm 
guillotined: GlL-o-teeud 
Hippocratic; Hip-jio-KRAT-ik 
Hippocrates: Hip-POIC-rat-eez, the Creek physician after 
whom the oath is named 
hypocritical: hip-o-KRIT-i-kul 
hypotenuse; high-POT-in-u.se 
hypothesis: high-POTl b c-sis 
illegible: il-LEf-ibl 
ineligible: in-EL-i-jibl 

peccadillo: pek-a-DlL-Iow; plural peccadilloes or peccadil¬ 
los, pronounced nek-u-DlL-ozc 
phalanx: FAY-lanks, or FAL-lanks 'f 

pharynx: FAH-inks; plural pharynxes or pharynces (pro¬ 
nounce a as in add) 
pltilamlerer; iil-AN-der-er 

philanthropist: fd-ANTH-ro pist (hut note the pronunci- 
ation of the adjective philanthropic: lil anth ROP-ik) 
polyglot : POL-eo-glot 
polygon: POL-oe-gon 
procreator: PRQ-fcree-ay-ter 
procurator: PHOK-you-ray-ter 



seraphim; SER-a-fim; another form of the plural for sera- | 
phim is seraphs, pronounced SER-afs 
terrapin: TER-ra-pin 

Have you enjoyed this word game? Lot’s conclude it now 
with a “boner" which is really a “howler." (A "howler” is an 
absurd blunder or mistake.) j 

At the National Dog Show, Bennett Corf tells us in his ! 

Shake Well Before Using, a dowager inquired of an attend- 1 

ant, “Do you know the way to the Labradors?” 

“Yes'm,” he answered. "The gents' is in the basement; the ! 
ladies’ is down the hall on your right.” • ; 
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WORDS THAT PINCH-HIT FOR NOUNS 

COUNT THE PRONOUNS 
One of the shortest and most striking stories in modem 
English literature is the following fantasy written by Somerset 
Maugham; 

Death Speaks: There was a merchant in Bagdad who 
sent his servant: to market to buy provisions, and in a little 
while the servant came hack white and trembling and said, 
“Master, just now in the market place l was jostled by a,?: 
man in the crowd, and when 1 turned I saw it was Death,' 
He looked at me and made a threatening gesture. Now! 
lend me your horse and I will go to Samarra and there \ 
Death will not find me." I 

I he merchant lent his horse, and the servant mounted, 1 
and as fast as the horse could gallop he went. Then the 
merchant; went down to the market place and saw me 1 
standing in the crowd and came to me and said, “Why did 
you make a threatening gesture to my servant when you 
saw him this morning?" 

“That was not a threatening gesture,” l said. “It was only 
a start of surprise. I was astonished to see him in Bagdad, ; 
for I had ;ui appointment with him tonight in Samarra," 

In the above little story, there are twenty-three pronouns; 








Every one of the above words stands in place of a noun. 
Thus: 

who stands in place of merchant 
I stands in place of servant 
He stands in place of Death 
me stands in place of servant 
and so on. 



Pronouns, as you see, are used as substitutes for nouns-- j 
to avoid repetition and to save time, Note, for example, the 
clumsiness of the following passage: 

John Brown sold his house. The house had cost John f 

Brown plenty of money, but John Brown was able to make ! 

a good profit on the house. j 

And now see how much better the idea can be expressed : 
by the substitution of pronouns for some of the nouns: 

' ; 

John Brown sold his house. It had cost him plenty of 
money, but he was able to make a good profit on it, 

Or, still better: 

John Brown bought a house at a high price, but sold it 
at a good profit, 

In this final version of the idea, just one little pronoun 
takes care of all the unnecessary nouns. 



Look at the following anecdote, and see how neatly the 
italicized pronouns avoid the awkward* repetition of nouns: 

Former Vice-President Gamer had lost a ten-dollar bet 
on a Washington baseball game and the winner asked him 
to autograph the bill he was paying with. “I will give if as 
a souvenh to my grandson, who wants to frame it and hang 
it in his room.” 

“You mean he will not spend the money?” 

"That is correct.” 

“Well,” said Gamer, “in that case l will just write you a 
check.” 

146 


Pto« we: In the la .sentence of the above anecdote the 
«d that is a pronoun but an adjectival ]££ 

rr0,,0U " S 1,0 « but are usedfa pto 

Pronouns are handy words to cay around in the tool-chest 
o your mind. But they can also be troubled “ttof 

St ™ C0M ““ in E "S lish ■» due to ft*J 

with tl,e and ,eam 
DON’T ABUSE YOUR PRONOUNS 

There are several different kinds of pronouns* 

Demonstrative Pronouns. Noun-substitutes ‘which demon- 
stiutc, or point out, an object. For example: 

this that 


these 


those 


The above words, as we saw in Chapter 14 can also be 
used as adjectives. They are pronouns when they substitute 
for nouns, and adjectives when they go with norms; 

Pronouns: 

1 like this. 

These are the best. 

Adjectives: 

1 like this man. 

Time peaches are the best I have eaten in a long time. 

Unlike the demonstrative adjective, the demonstrative pro~ 
noun is my easy to handle. So we can dismiss it without fur¬ 
ther discussion, and go on to 

Personal Pronouns. Noun-substitutes that indicate & person , 
For example: 


mine 


he 

his 


they 

them 


And now watch out. There are many mistakes made in the 
use of these simple personal pronouns. 




1. I am fond of my sister, Are you fond of yours? 

2. Him and I are partners. 

8. Us boys belong to the same club, 

4. I expect you and she at my house tomorrow. 

■5. Did you see her and I at the game? 

8. Hers was the prettiest dress at the dance. 

7. The baby wriggled it’s toes. 

To make the corrections in the above sentences, and to 
avoid all similar errors, we must get down to cum. 

A case, in grammar, is the form given to a noun or a pro¬ 
noun to indicate its connection with the rest of the sentence, I 

Thus; 

The subjective awe represents the subject'd a verb; l have I 
a watch, ! , 

The possessive case represents the -owner or possessor of a J 
thing; This car is mine. i; 

The objective case represents the object of a verb; I hone I 
you like me. i 

And now, if you remember the case-forms of the personal I 
pronouns, you will readily see the errors in the seven incorrect [ 
sentences, Here are the case-forms: 


Subjective 

. Possessive 

Objective 

I 

mine 

me 

we 

ours 

us 

: r 

yours 

his 

you 

him 

she 

hers 

her 

it 

its 

it 

■ ; they 

theirs 

them 

CORRECTING THE ERRORS 



Bear the above chart in mind as you follow the corrections: 

1. i am fond of my sister. Are you bind of tpurs:’ ('flic 
word yours is in the possessive ease. It does not need an 
apostrophe,) 

2. He and I are partners, (He is in the subjective ease.) I 

3. We boys ( subjective ) belong to the same club. 

4. I expect you and her (objective) at my house tumor- f 
row. 

5. Did you see her and me (abjective) at the game? 

6. Hers (possessive, without an apostrophe) was the pret¬ 
tiest dress at the dance. * ■ 


7 The baby wriggled if, (,«*,,j M , wit i, ont 
tropins) toes. «■ 

Its -Its' that causes the most trouble. In the preceding 
sentence, the first word stands for the subject it and the verb 
f ine apjjtmphe represents the omission of the letter i in 
he verb. Hence the form it’s. But the second word stands 
for the possessive of it, which must always be written without 
an apostrophe. Hence the form is its. 

So it’s all very simple. Use the subjective form of the per- 
sonal pronoun for the subject, the objective for the obieet 
the possessive for the thing possessed; don’t ever use an 
apos rophe before the s m the possessive forms ours, yours, 
ms, hers, its, and theirs. J ' 

To clinch the point, try to correct the incorrect forms in 
the following little story; 

One day, when Oscar Wilde was walking with a friend, 
a huge dog obstructed their path. Wilde hesitated, and 
seemed nervous, 

•‘Doij’t he afraid, Oscar,” said his friend. “This dog is 
our n. Besides, look at its tail-how it wags, When a dog 
wags its tail, its m a good humor.” 

‘That may well he,” replied Oscar. “But look at the ugly 
glitter in its eye. How do 1 know which end to believe?” 

In the above story, the incorrect sentences should he cor¬ 
rected as follows: 

This dog is ours. 

When a dog wags its tail, etc. 

But look at the ugly glitter in its eye. 

Hm have just learned how to use the demonstrative and 
the personal pronouns. In addition to these, there are various 
other kinds of pronouns. But before we go on to them, let’s 
have another of our word games, 








! 


Time out for the Thirteenth Word Game 
WORDS ABOUT BANKING AND BUSINESS 

i 

All of us are called upon to transact some sort of business ! 
at one time or another. Even those of us who are not active ' 

m the commercial world have to buy goods, pay bills, keep ! 

bank accounts, check our budgets, and watch our assets and i 
liabilities. Yet many of us are not suiltcieutly clear about the 
technical terms used in the business world. 

A knowledge of these terms will help von to cope more t 
intelligently with the business problems that you may encoun¬ 
ter in your daily life. 

This word game consists of twenty-four terms used fre¬ 
quently in business and banking transactions. Sue how many 
or them you know. ' ! 


A 

Indicate whether each of the following statements is rh'ht 
or wrong; ° 


1. A lessor is a person who owns less 
property than another. 

2. You give your collateral when you 
work together with somebody else, 

3. Lien is the opposite of fat 

4. A stipend is a rather small salary. 

5. A man becomes insolvent when he’s 
able to solve a business problem. 

■0, We all like to have a remunerative 
Job, 

l Stagnation in business is a state of 

: standing still, 

8. An inflation is a falling in prices, 

9. A ,pecuniary transaction has some¬ 
thing strange about it. 

10. A tycoon is a tempest that destroys 

.shipping / 

11. Indigence is chronic dyspepsia from 
business worries. 


flight 

Might 

Might 

Might 


Right: 


Might 

flight 

Might 

Might 


Might 


Might 


Wrong 

Wrong 

Wrong 

Wrong 

Wrong 

Wrong 

Wrong 

Wrong 

Wrong 

Wrong 

Wrong 


12. The government allows you to pocket 
your gross profit. 

13. You get your net profit after you 

deduct all expenses. J 

14. Your surplus is the excess of yow 
liabilities over your assets. 

lo. A uiitel is the business of conveying 

18. Affluence is the service of influential 
friends. 

17. A person is very careless when he dis¬ 
burses his money. 

15. You amortize a'debt when you pay 

it off. 1 * 

19. An entrepreneur is usually an enter¬ 
prising business man. 

20. A promissory note is a promise to pay. 

21. You accommodate others when you 

borrow money, 1 

22. You assume an obligation to pay back 
when you lend it. 

23. Accounts payable are known as assets. 

24. Accounts receivable are called liahili- 
ties, 

— Answers — 


Might Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Bight Wrong 

Bight Wrong 

Bight Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 
Right Wrong ■ 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 




B 

The questions in Section A have tested your general knowl¬ 
edge about business and banking words. But the' answers 
have not helped you much with the precise meanings. Try 
now to got these meanings. Match the words on the left with 
the definitions on the right: 

1. affluence a. poverty 

2. amortize b. a legal claim on property 

3. assets e. debts which you are obliged to 

pay 

4. borrow . d, to’receivc a loan 

3. cartel e. something deposited as security 

on a loan 


r 





6. collateral 

f, 

an international business mo- 
nopoly 

7. disburse 

S- 

to extinguish a debt by periodi¬ 
cal payments 

8. entrepreneur 

h. 

wealth 

9. gross 

i. 

remainder after deducting ex¬ 
penses 

10. indigence 

j- 

expressing a promise to pay, as 
a pmmksort/ note 

11. inflation 

k. 

monetary, relating to money 

12. insolvent 

].' 

profitable 

13. lend 

m. 

to grant a loan 

14, lessor 

n. 

a sluggishness in business 

15, liabilities 

0 . 

accounts receivable, inventory 
and business property 

16, lien 

p. 

one who undertakes a business 
enterprise 

17, net 

q. 

uwliminished by deduction of 
expenses, as gross profit/; 

18. pecuniary 

r. 

bankrupt 

19. promissory 

s. 

a powerful business leader 

20, remunerative 

t. 

assets in excess of liabilities 

21, stagnation 

u. 

a meager salary 

22. stipend 

■ V. 

to pay out for expenses 

23. surplus 

w. 

increase in price levels 

24, tycoon 

X, 

one who grants a lease 


■~~Amwrs~™ 


14 2-g, 3-o, 4*d, 5-f, ti-e, 7-v, S*p, 9-q, 10-a, 11-w, 12-r, f 
13-m, 14-x, 15-c, 16-b, 17-1,18-lc, 19-1, 20-1,21-n. 22-n 23-t f 

24-s ' ' ’ ’ f 

C 

Do you know most of these tonus now? Sot; what you can 
do with them in a new setting. Point out the word Unit com¬ 
pletes each of the following statements: 

1. Most teachers have a small 

(a) inflation, (b) stipend, (e) lien 

2. A coolie’s job is not 

(a) gross, (b) insolvent, (e) remunerative 

3. A business depression may result in 

(a) indigence, (b) affluence, (c) collateral 
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4. A claim upon a house for the satisfaction of a debt is a 
(a) surplus, (b) tycoon, (c) lien 

5. Through a sinking fund, a debt can be gradually 
(a) netted, (b) amortized, (e) grossed 

6. You got a rental contract from a 
(a) cartel, (b) surplus, (c) lessor 

7. Carnegie was a man of great 

(a) aiiluenoe, (b) indigence, (c) inflation 

8. A bankrupt business is 

(a) pecuniary, (b) insolvent, (c) disbursed 

9. An international business combination aiming at a mo¬ 
nopoly would be called a b 

(a) collateral, (b) lien, (c) cartel 

10. Kockeieller was a famous 


(a) cartel, (b) tycoon, (c) stipend 
11. \ou 10 luoity if your business has a 


W w*. of Ml ov»‘ liiiiiife, (!,) promiawy : 
note, (c) stagnation 1 '% 

12. Most commercial transactions arc 
(a) gross, (b) net, (c) pecuniary 

13. in bad times, many business firms suffer from 
W ( } >) nlfinenee, (c) stagnation 

14. A note for the repayment of a loan is called 
^ (a) promissory, (b) surplus, (c) stipend 

15. The money left after you’ve paid your taxes is 

(a) gross, (1») net, (c) lien 

16. i o negotiate a loan, yon may have to give 
(a) cartel, (b) collateral, (c) indigence 

17. Money paid out for current expenses is 

(a) borrowed, (b) stipend, (c) disbursed 

18. 1 our total income before expense deductions is 
(a) surplus, (b) gross, (e) net 

19. 1 he business was launched by an 

(a) inflation, (b) insolvent, (e) entrepreneur 

20. High prices may be duo to 

o , ( (j l J •''niortiv.ation, (b) inflation, (c) remuneration 

21. When you have too much money, you can afford to 
(a) borrow, (b) lend, (e) stipend 

22. When you have too little money, you may have to 
(a) borrow, (b) lend, (c) disburse 

-■'■Ansfvtrs— 

1-b, 2-e, 3 a, 4-c, 5-b, (k\ 7-a, 8-b, 9-c, 101). 11 a, 12-c, 
13-e s 14-a, 15-b, 16-b, 17-c, 1.84 19-c, 2ibb, 21-b, 22-a 
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Here are the pronunciations or some or the harder words. 
Try to recall the meanings as you pronounce these, words: 

affluence? AF-flew-ence 

amortize: a-MORE-tize, AM-er-tize, or a-MOHE-tfe 

Cartel: KAR-tel or kar-TEL 

entrepreneur: un-truh-prun-EHR 

indigence: IN-dij-onee 

lessor: LES-sor 

lien: LEEN 

pecuniary: pe-KEW-nee-a-ree 
promissory: PROM*iss-or-ee 
remunerative: re-MEW-ner-n-Uv 
stipend: STY-pend 
tycoon: tie-KOON 


HJfi 


AND THE 1IKE 


AUS YOU SUM YOU TREAT THEM RIGHT? 

Many of the common blunders in English arc due to the 
abuse of our relatives—that ls, our relative pronouns who, 
whom whim and which. These simple little pronouns, to 
quote the eminent authority E W. Fowler, “are as trouble- 
some . . . ns they are useful " They have tripped up not 
only the uneducated layman but the profesiomd writer as 
well. Hero, for example, are a number of quotations from 
newspaper articles and book reviews that contain typical 
errors m the use of the relative pronoun: 


1. Dark Star, whom many people never thought was in 
Uio running, won the Kentucky Derby in 1953 

2. To me, who lass a copy of tins book, it seemi a some¬ 
what trivial fragment. 

3. Thorn has been some speculation as to whom the next 
heavyweight champion will be. 

4. This was the man who in other days wo knew as the 
Galloping Ghost. 

& otfl ® whom we hope will attend the party are 
the two Senators from New York. ■ ■ ■■■ 

0. Ho is one of the best men who has ever lived. 


CORRECTIONS 

, { The'pronoun whom should bit changed to who, which 
.is the subject of the verb was, 

2. The word has should be changed to km. This verb 
should bo in the first person singular to agree with its sub¬ 
ject who, which here is also in the first person singular to 
agree with its principal, me. 

A" the pronoun whom should be changed to who, the 
subject of will be, 





4. The pronoun who should be changed to whom, the ob¬ 
ject of the verb/cnm 

5. The word whom should be changed to who. In this 
sentence, the relative pronoun is not the object of the verb 
hope but the subject of the verb will attend. You will readily 
see this point if you punctuate the sentence as follows: 

Among others who, we hope, will attend the party are the 
two Senators from New York. 

6. The singular has should be changed to the plural have,/ 
since the pronoun who in this sentence is plural to agree with 
its principal, men. 

■ THREE SIMPLE RULES 

The above corrections, as you may have observed, contain 
three simple rules which should help you to eliminate many 
of the errors in the usage of who and whom. 

Here are the rales: 

1. Use the subjective form of the relative pronoun when 
the pronoun is the subject of a verb—as in Sentences X, 3 
and 5. 

2. Use the objective form when the pronoun is the object 
of a verb—as in Sentence 4. 

8. The pronoun, as well as the verb of which the pronoun 
may be a subject, must agree in person and number with its 
principal—as in Sentences 2 and 0. 

RELATIVES THAT ARE EAR AWAY j 

But there are still a few instances in which the relative | 
\ pronoun may trip you up, if you are not careful. j 

Take the following sentence, for example: i 

L Here is the man whom, as you know from our former j 

conversation in which we discussed the matter, was ■{• 

invited to dinner. j 

in this sentence, the pronoun should be who instead of j 
whom. For it is the subject of the verb was invited. 

And now look at the next sentence. 

2. Here is the man who, as I told you in our former con- j 
versation about the matter, we invited to dinner. 

j: 

in tin's sentence, the pronoun should be whom. For it is 
the object of the verb invited . 

The trouble with each of the two incorrect sentences is 
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tank construction is obscured by an obstacle of SPveral 
wtris behecen he relative pronoun and the verb that la 
with it. hou will read,Iv see the point if V on recast the si 
tences so as to bnng the pronouns closer to their verbs: 

1 ?“ "f th (” ”™ * “ " ited t0 as yon know 
from our former conversation in which we died the 

2. Here is the man whom we invited to dinner, as I told 
you m our former conversation about the matter. 

So don t allow a confusing accumulation of words to ob¬ 
struct your view. Get your relatives to stick to their cLes- 
subjective for the subject, objective for the object 

And just one further precaution: Don’t allow your re i a[iv e a 
W 0 " the nouns to wlhch fc nr 

related, file following error, which sounds so ridiculous is 
much more common than you think: 

^Tbis home belongs to Mr, Smith, whose attic is full of 

Don’t ever put bats into the wrong attic, or relatives into 
the wrong place. Rewrite the sentence to read: 

Smith* h ° l,Se ’ ^ “ £uI1 ° f batS> bebngS t0 Mr ' 

WHOEVER AND WHOSOEVER 

Sometimes a relative pronoun is used with the word ever 
or soever attached to it. The usage of such compounds is* 
exactly tlie same as that of the simple relatives: | 

Whoever (or whosoever) is a friend to you is also a friend 
tome. 

I invite whomever (or whomsoever) Hike. 

And now you should have no further trouble with your 
relatives. . 

PRONOUNS THAT ASK QUESTIONS 

The relative pronouns—mho, whom, whose, and which —. 
can also he used as interrogative pronouns. Thus: 

1. It is a wise son who knows his own father (relative). 

2. Who is so wise as to know his own friend ( interroga¬ 
tive)? b 
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The construction of the-interrogative' pronouns is similar 
to that of the relative pronouns. As a rule, therefore, you 
should have little difficulty with them. 

But look at the following special instance: 

Who did you invite to the theater? 

Is this .sentence correct? 

: Grammatically, of course, the answer is no. The pronoun 
who is the object of the verb did . . . invite, and therefore 
should be changed to the objective whom. 

Yet in everyday speech there is a tendency, even among 
educated people, to use the relative, and especially the inter¬ 
rogative who in place of whom. This colloquial usage has \ 
good authority. In a letter written (March 20, 1953) to the 
New York Hamid Tribune, for example, Professor Cormac 
Philip, Head of the Department of English at Manhattan 
College, upholds this conversational usage of who for whom , 
and cites a number of grammarians, teachers, and even tha 
Oxford Dictionary to support his view. 

And thus the colloquial form—"Who do you take me lor?” 
—may be used, at a cultured gathering or in a conversation 
between two professors, without causing the lifting of too 
many eyebrows. But some of the best; authorities are still 
opposed to this usage. For you, who are trying to speak 
better English, the grammatical form is preferable, especially 
in formal use. 

| So this would be my suggestion. Until you have completely 
• mastered your 'English, stick to the established grammatical 
constructions, You.can assume a studied carelessness in your 
attire only after you have learned to dress well. For the 
present, try to avoid such constructions as the folk wing: [ 

Who do you see across the street? : 

Who did you call? 

Who would you like for our nest Senator? 

In each of the above sentences, the pronoun should, be in f 
the objective case, because it is the object of a verb. 

WHICH AND WHOSE I 

There are two other pronouns that have often tripped up 
the umvary. See if you can spot the emirs in the following 
Sentences:;' 
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l Hero is a salesgirl which knows my style. 

2. Let me know who’se house this is. 

3. These are the friends which I value the most. 

4. Who’s argument do you like the best? 

CORRECTIONS 

1. Substitute who for which. The word which belongs to 

things, and the word who to persons. 1 

2. Change who'se to whose. Never use an apostrophe in 

a possessive pronoun. 1 

3. Substitute whom for which. 

4. Change who's to whose. 

HOW TO USE "WHOSE” 

The word whose can be used both for persons and for 
things, in other words, it means of whom and of which. For 
example: 

Here is the man whose brother is my partner. I 

This is the house whoso roof needs to he repaired. 

The use of whose for inanimate objects is often better than 
the use of the expressions in which or of which. Note, for 
example, the awkwardness of the following sentences: 

1. This book, from the concentrated harvest of wisdom of 
which we get so much delight, is the work of Thomas 
Maun, 

2. The baseball game, with the complicated plays of which 
he was not iamiliar, held no attraction for him. 

Sec how much dearer the sentences become when you 
substitute the word whose lor the phrases in which and of i 
which: i 

1. I his book, irorn whose concentrated harvest of wisdom 
we get so much delight, is the work of Thomas Mann. 

2. I he baseball game, with whose complicated plays he 
was not familiar, held no attraction for him. 

It is quite likely that in your school days your teacher 
prohibited the use of whose for non-living objects. But modern 
authorities are agreed that such a use is all right, if it helps 
you to avoid clumsiness. “Let "us in the name of common 
sense, declares H. W. Fowler, 'prohibit the prohibition of 
whose inanimate.’' 
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WILL EVERYBODY GIVE THEIR ATTENTION?' 

Is the above heading correct? Or should the word Their 
be changed to His? 

And now look at two more sentences: 

I. If anybody calls, tell him I'm out 

But suppose the caller is a woman—what then? 

II. When the speaker sat down, everybody stood up and I 
clapped his hands. 

Whose hands? The speaker’s? And if there were women in 
the audience, whose hands were they clapping? 

The confusion in the meaning of these sentences arises 
because in the English language there is no singular pronoun 
that denotes both- the' masculine and the feminine gender— 
him-or-her, his-or-hm. In the absence of such a pronoun, 
there are three possible ways of clearing up the confusion, 

A. Use both pronouns: 

Will everybody give his or her attention? 

If anybody calls, tell him or her I’m out. 

When the speaker sat down, everybody stood up and 

dapped his or her hands. 

But this'is a rather clumsy makeshift. 

B. Use the masculine prbnoim—fo, him, his—with the idea 
that this pronoun represents a person of either gender instead 
lof a man. 

■ Will everybody give his attention? 

If anybody calls, tell him, etc. 

. >•'. everybody stood up and dapped his hands. 

But even Fowler, who recommends this usage, admits that 
perhaps be is influenced by “the arrogant demand on the 
part of male '.England”—not to mention male America. 

C. Use the colloquial plural their with the singular my- 
body or everybody: 

Will everybody give their attention? 

; If anybody calls, tell them I’m out. J 

, When the speaker sat down, everybody stood up and | 

dapped their bands. „ 

This use of the plural with the singular may not seem 
accurate to the purist. But it is natural enough,'For, in the 
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above sentences, and in all similar sentences, the idea if no t 
the/orm of the indefinite pronoun is plural. When you say 
If anybody calls, you imply that more than one person 
may call. And when you talk about the dapping of hands at 
the conclusion of a speech, you are referring to n number of 
people, and not merely to one listener. This usage is sanc¬ 
tioned m the Oxford English Dictionary and is not con¬ 
demned even in Fowler’s Modern English Usage. 

Surveys show that many educated persons use the plural 
But grammars and teachers have not caught up with this 
practice. It is probably safer to use the singular in formal 
speed! and writing, unless you are not afraid of criticism 
Now for your self-quiz on the pronouns. You should pass 
this test rather easily, 1 

TEST YOUR SKILL 

What, if anything, is wrong with die pronouns in each of 
the toilovvmg sentences? 

I You and he and me will always remain good friends. 
2, W hom do you believe, was at Harry’s house yesterday? 
o. Who, do you expect, will win the prize? ' 

4. I just adore Sally and he. They are an ideal couple, 
o. I don t remember whom they were. 

6. I his is the man whom lie expects will he his partner. 
i. This is the man whom he expects to take into partner¬ 
ship. 1 

5. Was it her you were admiring? 

9. I am going to buy the coat, because I realize it’s value 

10. I am going to buy the coat, because I realize it’s value 
that counts. 

11. Everybody bowed his knees in prayer at church. 

12. 111 mind my own business and you mind yours. 

13. ( don t believe that you and us can ever quarrel, 

K I admire whomever has an even temper. 

15. Was it her whom you blame for all this trouble? 

16. Here is the man whose brilliance we all admire. 

17. Let us not praise ourself too much. 

18. As for myself, who has never read the book, I can say 
nothing about it, 

19. I hose are the students which have carried off most of 
file prizes. 

20. They have no reason to blame themselves. 

• 16J. 



—Answers — 

Here are the corrections for the incorrect sentences in tire 
'quiz: 

1. You and he and I ( subjective ) will always remain good 
friends. (The three pronouns—you, he, I—are the subjects 
of the verb, will remain,) 

2. Who, do you believe, was at Harry’s house yesterday? 
(' Who is the subject of was.) 

3. This sentence is correct. 

4. I just adore Sally and him. (Him is the object of the 
verb adore. ) 

5. I don’t remember who they were. ( Who is the subject 
of were.) 

6. This is the man who, lie expects, will be his partner. 
(The commas help to show that who is the subject of will 
he.) 

7. This sentence is correct. 

8. Was it she you were admiring? (This sentence is a 
little more difficult than the others. But you will see the 
point if you rewrite the sentence; Was it she whom you were 
admiring? In Sentence 8, the objective pronoun whom is 
understood, though not expressed. ) 

9. Simple enough; its, the possessive pronoun, uses no 
apostrophe. 

10. This sentence is correct. The word it’s stands for it is. 
i| 11, Everybody bowed his knees in prayer. (This expres¬ 
sion is perhaps less natural than “Everybody bowed their 

knees in prayer,” but it has traditional acceptance among the 
well-educated. The second use is common, but more col¬ 
loquial.) 

: 12. Correct. 

13. I don’t believe that you and we ( subjective ) can ever 
quarrel. 

14. I admire (him) whoever (subjective) has an even 
temper, (But this sentence, even though correct, is awkward. 
Rewrite it somewhat as follows; I admire anyone who has 
an even temper.) 

15. Was it she (subjective) whom you blame for all this' 
trouble? 

16. Here is the man whose (no apostrophe) brilliance we 
all admire. 

17. Let us not praise ourselves too much. (The correct 
| plural forms are ourselves, yourselves, themselves. ) 
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(fat pmon) never rrad tlB 
*>*«“*> 

20. They have no reason to blame themselves. 

And now for our next intorlude—another pleasant word 
game to relax the tension of your grammatical chores. 


Time out for the Fourteenth Word Game 
TRICKY WORDS THAT LOOK ALIKE 

The words in this game look simple enough, but watch 
out. They are frequently misused because of the similarity in 
their appearance. 7 

How many of these words have tripped you up in the past? 
Well, proceed with this game and you will find out for 
yourself. 

A 

In each of the following sentences, cheek the correct word 
enclosed by parentheses: 

1. He told a very (ingenious, ingenuous) but untrue 
story. 

2. He gladly (accepted, excepted) the nomination for 
the Senate. 

3. They called him (luxurious, uxorious) because he 
liked to kiss his wife in public. 

4. The (imminent, eminent) Doctor Jones cured her of 

her sickness. ‘ 

5. Helen, now a schoolteacher, was (formally, formerly) 

6. They danced in a (spacious, specious) hall, 

7. The jury believed the witness because his story 
sounded so (credible, credulous). 

8. They had (averse, adverse) winds throughout the 

‘ voyage. 

9. Jesse James was a (noted, notorious) criminal. 

10. The sermon was a good (stimulus, stimulant) to noble 
action. 
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11. All the critics acclaimed the (exceptionable, excep¬ 
tional) merit of the young painter’s landscapes. 

12. Did Joan’s marriage (proceed, precede) or follow her 
graduation from Vassar? 

13. Dictators are generally (contemptible, contemptuous) 
of their people's wishes, 

14. The prisoner was (indicted, indited) on three counts. 

15. The doctor (proscribed, prescribed) a cathartic for 
the patient. 

16. He went up to die tenth floor on the (elevated, 
elevator). 

17. The attorney for the (persecution, prosecution) rested 
his case. 

18. Collecting stamps in his spare time was his (vocation, 
avocation), 

19. Everybody loved him because he was so generous 
(disinterested, uninterested) and friendly. 

20. The bishop summoned the members of the (council, 
counsel) for an important discussion on religious 
matters. 

’—Answers— 

1, ingenious 
ingenious means clever 
ingenuous means frank, honest 

2. accepted 

to accept is to take something that is offered 
to except is to leave something out 

8. uxorious 

uxorious means excessively devoted to ones wife 
luxurious means pertaining to luxury, ministering to 
luxury, or supplied with the conditions of luxury 

4. eminent 

eminent mem outstanding 
imminent means threatening 

5. formerly 

formerly means in the past 

formally means conventionally, in accordance with the 
rules 

6. spacious 

spacious refers to objects of wide dimensions 
specious refers to things that are deceptively beautiful 
or right, superficially plausible but not so in reality— 
as a specious claim 
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7. credible 

credible means worthy of belief 

credulous means ready to believe, easily imposed upon 

8. adverse ' ' 

adverse means acting against, opposed, in a contrary 
direction J 

averse means unwilling, disinclined 

9. notorious 

notorious means generally known in an unfavorable 
sense 

noted means celebrated, mostly used in a favorable 
sense 

10. stimulus 

a stimulus as a rule refers to a general incentive, some¬ 
thing that rouses the mind or spirit 
a stimulant is usually more concrete, like coffee or an 
alcoholic beverage, and produces temporary stimulation 

11. exceptional 

exceptional means not ordinary, superior 
exceptionable means liable to exception, objectionable 

12. precede 

to precede means to go before 
to proceed means to go onward, to advance 

13. contemptuous 

contemptuous means expressing contempt 
contemptible means deserving contempt, desmeahk 

14. indicted 

to indict means to charge with a crime 
to indite means to compose and write 

15. prescribed 

to prescribe means to direct the use of 
to proscribe means to outlaw, to condemn 

16. elevator 

the elevator is the cage that carries you up and down 
in a building 

the elevated is the railway built above the street level 

17. prosecution 

a prosecution , as opposed to the defense, is the carrying 
on of a judicial proceeding in behalf of the complain - 
ing parly 

a persecution is a campaign to subjugate or to destroy 
the adherents of a religion or a way of life, or repeated 
acts intended to harass or annoy 
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18. avocation 

a man’s avocation is life 'hobbit 
his vocation is his work 

19. disinterested 

disinterested means free from selfish motive 
uninterested moans not interested 

20. council 

a council means an mcmhhj gathered for consultation 
counsel means (a) advice, (b) a lawyer or group of 
lawyers engaged to try a case 

B 

•Try to get the word that fits each of the following persons 
or situations; 

1. He wore a tuxedo at the party. He dressed 

i__ 

2. He is dotingly attentive to his He's u...„ 

wife. 

3. She said yes to his proposal, .She a ---- 

4. The danger is coming very it si--- 

close. 

5. The house is full of costly It’s Itu:—__ 

things, 

6. His estate covers many acres. It’s s,___ 

7. Hawthorne had an outstanding He was 

reputation as a novelist. e™___ 

8. The present company is not It so_—___ 

included in what I say, 

9. He says he is an ex-communist. Ho was 

communist 

10. His argument sounded plaits}- It was 

ble, but it was untrue. s. 

11. Tie shows great cleverness in 'Host_„___ 

devising new ideas. 

12. After the applause, he went on He p~_—_^ 

with'his speech. 

13. Bluebeard was well known for He was 

his murders. n _^ 

14. I can well believe your story, It sounds 

: 15, A glass of ■: sherry may arouse It’s a 


1(1 The dawn conics before the 
sunrise. 

17. His action is something to be 
ashamed of. 

18, He was disinclined to take the 
risk. 

10, She believes everything people 

tell her. 

20. The doctor is renowned for his 
skill. 

21. The criticism of the book was 
unfavorable. 

22. Faith helps us to greater effort. 

23. The singer’s voice is extraordi¬ 
nary. 

24. He treats others disdainfully, 

25. I f is conduct was such that they 
all objected to it, 

26. Ik; composed a poem, 

27. His motive was entirely un¬ 
selfish, 

28. The lawyers acted in his be¬ 
half. 

29. Nero ordered the extinction of 
the Christians. 

30. His answers were frank and 
above hoard. 

31. He was charged at the trial 
with assault and battery. 

32. They are elected to help the 
mayor in his deliberations. 

33. The doctor ordered sleeping 
pills for his patient 

34. He shows no inclination to lis¬ 
ten to your story. 

35. He rode up to the twentieth 
floor. 

30. The doctor ordered his patient 
to omit sugar from his diet, 

37. He travels to work cm the over¬ 
head railway, 

38. He works as an accountant at 


- 

the sunrise 


t s c_ 


He was 
She’s 
He’s n_ 


- to it 


It was 


cu¬ 


lt’s a jl 
I t’s ex¬ 


ile's e„ 
It was 


He L, 


He was 


They were his 


He was guilty of 
P- 


They were 


Her 


They are his 


He p_„ 

the pills 


He used the 


He p- 
it 


He uses the 
e.__ 


Accounting is his 










39, Ho tried the case for the gov- He represented the 

eminent against the defendant. p- 

40. He plays golf on his holidays. It’s his 

a__ 

. •Answers— 

1-formally, 2-uxorious, 3-aecepted, 4-inunincnt, 5 luxurious, 
0-,spacious, 7-eminent, 8-exeepted, 9-fonnerly, 10-speeious, 
11-ingenions, 12-proeeeded, 13-notorious, 14- credible, 15- 
stimuiant, 18-preeedes, 17-eontemptible, 18-aver.se. 19-credu- 
lous, 20-noted, 21-adverse, 22-stimulu.s, ^-exceptional, 24- 
contemptuous, 25-exceptionable, 26-indited, 2,7-disintcrested, 
28-counsel, 29-persecution, 30-ingeuuous, Si-indicted, 32- 
council, 33-prescribed, 34-unintere.sted, 35-elevator, 30-pro- 
scribcd, 37-elevated, 38-vocation, 39-prosocution, 40-avoca¬ 
tion 

C 

After each of the following words, write the word that is 
sometimes confused with it. If you do not fully understand the 
difference, look it up among the answers in A, the first part 
of this word game. 

1. accept 

2. adverse 

3. avocation 

| 4. credible 

i.' 5. contemptible 
F 6. council, 

7. disinterested 

8. elevated 

9. eminent 

10. exceptional 

11. formerly 

12. indict 

13. ingenuous 

14. luxurious 

15. noted 

16. persecution 

17. precede 

18. prescribe 

19. spacious 

20. stimulant 



— Answers — 

1-exeept, 2-averse, 3-vocation, 4-credulons, 5-contemptu- 
ous, 6-counsel, 7-uninterested, 8-elevator, 9-imminent, 10- 
exceptionable, 11-formally, 12-indite, 13-ingenious, 14-uxori- 
ous, 15-notorious, 16-prosecution, 17-proceed, 18-proscribe, 
19-specious, 20-stimulus 

D 

Several of these words are easy to pronounce. But here 
arc the more difficult ones: 

adverse: ad-VURS, or AD-vurs 

credulous: KRED-you-lus 

eminent: EM-in-cnt 

imminent: IM-in-ent 

indict: in-DITE 

ingenious: in-JEEN-yus 

ingenuous: in-JEN-you-us 

luxurious: lux-YOU-ree-us, or lug-ZHOO-ree-us 

specious: SPEE-shus 

uxorious: uks-OWE-ree-us, or ugz-OWE-ree-us 

Don't mistake the apparently similar words in this chapter 
for synonyms. Synonyms are words that have like meanings, 
which these deceptive words certainly do not. 

Incidentally, always try to think of synonyms and antonyms. 
It's one of the best ways to build your vocabulary. 
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THE WHEN, WHERE, AND HOW WORDS 

ADVERBS ARE CONFUSING 

The use of slovenly English is not confined to the unedu¬ 
cated man in the street. Even those who have hud the advan¬ 
tage of a college education are guilty of many a slip of tin; 
tongue and the pen, Note, for example, the following typical 
error taken from a college song: 

She treats us royal, 

To her he loyal. 

The above .statement may he emotionally impressive, but 
it is grammatically incorrect, The author of the song failed 
to distinguish between the adjective royal ami the adverb 
royally. 

This confusion between the adjective and the adverb has 
occasionally stumped even the college teacher, In his excellent 
book, We Who Speak English, Charles Allen Lloyd tells an j 
“almost incredible" hut true story about the head of the f 
English department in one of our leading universities. This 
learned gentleman, writes Mr. Lloyd, was asked to settle an 
argument about the usage of the word high. And his amazing 
decision was that this word could not be used as an adverb, 
“because the dictionary does not record it as one.” 

The professor was .apparently relying upon his tricky mem- 
ory, For, if he had taken the trouble to look this word up in 
any standard dictionary, he would have noticed that higfi is 
an adverb as well as an adjective and a noun. 

When people of such high caliber can get tripped up on 
the adverb, it is time for the rest of us to watch our step. 

HOW TO TELL ADVERBS FROM ADJECTIVES 

You have already noticed the difference between the noun 
and the adjective. But wlmf is the difference between the 
adjective and the adverb? To he specific, when is the word I 
high an adjective, and when is it an adverb? 


It is an adjective when it modifies, limits, qualifies, or de¬ 
scribes a noun or a pronoun. It is an adverb when it modifies, 
limits, qualifies, or describes a verb. 

For example: 

Adjective: They climbed upon the high mountain. In this 
sentence, high modifies (limits the meaning of) the noun 
mountain. 

Adverb: They climbed high upon the mountain. In this 
sentence, high modifies the verb climbed. 

An adverb can also modify an adjective: 

He looks supremely happy. 

Ho was evidently sure of himself. 

In the preceding sentences, supremely modifies the adjec¬ 
tive happy, and evidently modifies the adjective sure, 

An adverb can also modify another adverb: 

She speaks more fluently than her brother. 

The man was very greatly amused. 

More modifies the adverb fluently, and very modifies the 
adverb greatly, in the two preceding sentences. 

Thus an adverb is a word which qualifies a verb, an adjec¬ 
tive, or another adverb. 

TRICKY ADVERBS 

Several of the adverbs in the above examples, as you may 
have noticed, end in -% royally, supremely, evidently, flu » 
enthf, barely, perceptibly. But don’t let this ending mislead 
you into thinking that every adverb ends in 4y, or that every 
word ending in -hj is an adverb. Don’t, for example, commit 
errors such as the following: 

1. The ice melted justly. 

2. She sang hmdtj. 

8. She set her hair curly. 

The first sentence should read: The ice melted fast. The 
old word justly is not used in modern English. Nowadays the 
word fast Ls both an adjective and an adverb. 

The second sentence should be corrected somewhat as fol¬ 
lows: She sang in a lowly manner. The word lovely is an ad¬ 
jective in present-day use. Its use as an adverb, according to 
the best authorities, including Webster, is now obsolete. 







Correct the third sentence to rend: Sue set her hair in 
curb, The word curly is not an adverb but an adjective. 

Some words ending in 4*/---such as daily, weekly, monthly, 
early, kindly —may be used both as adverbs and as adjectives! 
When in doubt about the usage of a word ending in dy, 
consult a good dictionary. But remember the distinction: ad¬ 
jectives go with nouns or pronouns; and adverbs go with 
verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. 

ADVERBS ARE POWERFUL WORDS 

The rolo played by the adverb is very important. For it 
tells you not only when, where, and how an action takes place, 
but also why, whence, whither, wherefore, and to what degree 
or extent. Here is just a sample of the varied and flexible rises 
of the English adverb: 

You can see Mr. Brown tomorrow (time). Ho will be 
here (place), at his ollieo, You will have to talk fact (man¬ 
ner), since he is a very (degree) busy man, You are ex¬ 
pected to tell him why (reason) you want to interest him 
in your new sales idea, where (source) you got this idea, 
and how far (extent) it will carry ns in our expansion 
plans. Mr. Brown will want to make his decision promptly 
(manner), so (consequence) be ready to “shoot the works.'” 

The adverb is as essential to the verb as the adjective is to 
the noun. As a rule, the adverb is easy to recognize. But it 
is not always easy to handle. Many of the common errors in 
English are due to the incorrect use of the adverb. 

Let us look at some of these errors: 

MOST, MOSTLY, AND ALMOST 

_ Seven of the following eleven sentences arc wrong. See 
if you can, find and correct the mistakes: 

1. The test was so hard, he most flunked it, 

2. They elect mostly men to the senate. 

3. The game was most over when he threw a forward 
pass, 

4. This is the mostly beautiful woman 1 have seen for a 


5, He partly walked but mostly ran to the station to be 
on time for the train. 

6. The bridegroom was the mostly elated man at the 


7. He was almost, but not quite, successful in his venture, 

8. My work is most finished; it will be all finished in fif¬ 
teen minutes. 

9. The pages in the book are most uncut. 

10. He was most generous to give away all his money. 

11. He mostly collapsed from his hard work. 

— Answers— 

1. Change most to almost, 

The word most as an adverb means in the highest de¬ 
gree, ft is used with an adjective or another adverb to 
form the superlative, as most interesting, most fre¬ 
quently. 

The word almost is an adverb which means nearly, all 
hut, 

2. This sentence is correct, 

The adverb mostly means for the greatest part, chiefly. 

3. Change most to almost. 

4. Change mostly to most. 

5. This sentence is correct. 

8. Change mostly to most. 

7. This sentence is correct 

8. Change most to almost. 

9. Change most to mostly. 

10. This sentence is correct, 

11. Change mostly to almost. 

COMPARING THE ADVERB 
In several of the above sentences, you have noted the ad¬ 
verb most. This word, when used with an adjective or another 
adverb, indicates the superlative degree. The adverb, like 
the adjective, can he compared either by the addition of -i:r 
and -eat to the positive degree, or by placing more and most 
before the positive degree. 

For example: 


Positive 


Comparative 

sooner 

faster 


soonest 

fastest 


royally more royally' most royally 

awkwardly more awkwardly most awkwardly 

graciously more graciously most graciously 







A few adverbs, like a few adjectives, are compared irregu¬ 
larly: 


Positive 

Comparative 

Superlative 

far 

farther, further 

farthest, furthest 

little 

less 

least 

much 

more 

most 

well 

better 

best 

The use of at 

Iverbs in eonmariso 

m offers little diiiicultv 


dwindling number of purists still make a distinction between 
farther and farthest on the one hand, and further and furthest 
on the other hand. The words further and furthest, , accord¬ 
ing,to these grammarians, refer to distance in space; the words 
further and furthest refer to distance in time or degree, The 
modem tendency, however, is toward the use of further and 
furthest even when you want to express space,, 

WELL AND GOOD 

Several of the common errors in English arcs due to the 
misuse of well and good, and their antonyms badly and bad. 

Are you sure you know how to use those words correctly? See 
if you can check the right word in the parentheses fo each 
of the following sentences: 

1. I dined (good, well). 

2. He knows me (well, good). 

3. They need it very (bad, badly), r 

4. Everybody thinks (good, well) of you. 

5. The tree stood out (well, good) against the horizon, 

6. He fought very (had, badly) in the third round. 

7. The soup tastes' (good, well). 

8. Johnny’s chances for graduation look (well, good), 

9. But Billy’s chances look (bad, badly). 

10. I feel (well, good). 

11. Certain chemicals smell (badly, bad). 

12. Johnny smells (bad, badly), 

A-.'"; .. —Answers— 

1. The correct word is ml In this sentence it is used 
as an adverb to qualify the.verb (lined. But, as we shall see 
in; the comment on Sentence 10, well may also hi used as an 
adjective, The word good is 'used only rarely as an adverb, 
and in a restricted sense. For example: lie as good as fin- 
ished his work. . 


2. The correct word is well, an adverb which qualifies the 
verb knows. 

3. Use badly, an adverb which qualifies the verb need. 
The word had is generally an adjective, It is used as an adverb 
in a colloquial sense only. Several of the leading authorities 
have not as yet admitted it into the society of good English. 

4. Use well , in this sentence an adverb which qualifies 
the verb thinks. 

5. Use the adverb well, to qualify the verb stood out. 

0. Use badly, to qualify fought, 

I, I he correct word here is good. And this involves a 
principle which' it is well for you to remember. With cer¬ 
tain intransitive verbs that describe an action of the senses 
—•such as feel , look, smell, sound and taste—you must use 
adjectives where you might (erroneously) expect adverbs. For 
the adjectives, in all such instances, modify or describe the 
noun which is the subject of the sentence. 

A few' illustrations will make tin’s point clean 

The day feels humid. 

The doctor looks good (that is, efficient). 

The rose smells sweet. 

The music sounds pleasant. 

The milk tastes sour. 

How can you tell when to use an adjective with these 
verbs? Very easily. You do it when the verb can be trans¬ 
lated into the word is: 

The day is humid. 

The doctor is good. 

The rose is sweet. 

The music is pleasant. 

The milk is sour. 

8. Use good, the adjective that qualifies the noun chances. 

9. Here the adjective bad (nullifies the noun chances. 

10. This is a sentence in which both adjectives are correct 
I feel well means l feel in good health. 1 feel good generally 
means I feel in good spirits. 

11. Use the adjective had, to qualify the noun chemicals. 

12. In this sentence you can use either the adjective had 
or the adverb badly. It depends upon the meaning that you 
wish to convey. Thus: 

fohmy smells had means that Johnny has a bad odor. Here 
the adjective bad qualifies the noun johnny. . 




johnny rndls badhj implies that Johnny's nasal passage is 
obstructed. In this instance, the adverb badly qualifies the 

verb smells. . , 

So be sure you don't insult johnny by describing his con¬ 
dition with the wrong part of speech. 

GO SLOW AND THINK FAST 

As you drive through the country, you often see the 
warning; bad cuiives—go slow. Is this grammatically right 
or wrong? 

It is right. The word slow can be an rnimb as well as an 
'adjedtoe, Such expressions as go slew, speak slow, do it slow 
are to be found in the works of the best writers. It is a usage 
that dates back further than the time of Shakespeare, who 
wrote: “How slow the time goes!" A pedantic motorist re¬ 
cently tore down a road sign, go slow, and replaced it with 
another sign, go slowly w you want to w, romiKcr. The 
traffic commissioner restored the original words, with an 
additional warning; go slow w you want to ms sakk. 

But the other form of the adverb— slowly— cun also Lie 
used, For example: 

He picked his way slowly through the traffic. 

Slowly he gave out his instructions, one by one. 

In the above sentences, slowly sounds better because it 
is tire form established try long usage in such sentences. 
Educated people would not use the shorter form here. 

So here is the rule; 

Use slow as an informal adverb with such verbs as go, 
walk, speak, when it; is more important than the verb, as in a 
command, or is required by idiom; use slowly as a more 
formal adverb with the less common verbs. 

The same principle applies to a number of similar adverbs 
—close, deep, fair, hard, high, low, quick, right, straight, 
Each of these adverbs has another form ending in -ft/. Use. the 
longer form when the sound and the usage require if. 

For example: 

Stand dose, 

■>-, Breathe deep. 

Play fair, 

Study hard. 

: Aim high. 

Sine low, . 


Strike quick. 

. Step right. 

Shoot straight. 

But, on the other hand: 

They fed deeply hurt. 

He treated me fairly. 

She hardly knew him. (The adverb hardly is generally 
used in the sense of scarcely.) 

I think highly of him. 

Rightly handled, he will make a good fighter. 
MISPLACED ADVERBS 

Adverbs, like adjectives, are frequently misplaced—some¬ 
times with ridiculous results, Consider the following sentence: 

The candidates tor the Senate filed their intentions to run 
rapidly. 

Which of the words does rapidly modify —fled, or run ? 

To avoid this confusion in the meaning of the sentence, 
place the adverb as near as possible to the word or words that 
it modifies: 

The candidates for the Senate rapidly filed their inten¬ 
tions to run. 

The position of the adverb only may have caused you some 
trouble in the past. There are times when a change in the posi¬ 
tion of this word may change the meaning of the sentence. 
For example: 

1. Only John invited us to take the trip. (John, and nobody 
else, invited us, ) 

2. John only invited us to take the trip. (John invited us, 
but didn’t urge as.) 

3. John invited only us to take the trip. (John invited us, 
and nobody else.) 

4. John invited us only to lake the trip. (John invited us 
to take, but not to pay for, the trip.) 

5. John invited us to take only the trip. (John invited us to 
take the trip, but to take nothing else.) 

The orthodox rule, therefore, “is to place this word in the 
precise part of the sentence which it qualifies, Yet in modern 
usage it is sometimes idiomatic and quite correct to depart 




A 


from the orthodox usage of miff. It is good English, for 
example, to sav: He only passed away a month ago. 

The principle to follow, therefore, is to stick to the estab¬ 
lished position of only when any other position would confuse 
the meaning. But when there is no possibility for such con¬ 
fusion, you are safe in adopting the colloquial and idiomatic 
position. 

other adverbial errors 

Have you ever made any of the following common errors? 

I haven't only one dollar. 

They don't hardly expect it. 

We didn’t moot scarcely anybody. 

He hasn't barely begun. 

The above adverbs—onty, hardly, scarcely, hardy— have a 
negative meaning. You must therefore use them with positive 
verbs. Otherwise you will have double negatives. “! haven't 
only one dollar" is just as incorrect ns “1 don’t have no more 
than one dollar.” Correct the wrong sentences to read: 

I have only one dollar. 

They hardly expect it. 

We met scarcely anybody. 

•' He has barely begun. 

Another common error is to use the expression equally as. 
This is an unnecessary repetition of words that have tho same 
meaning. Use either equally or as by itself: 

1, I enjoyed yesterday’s dinner, but today’s is equally good. 

■ 2. His wife is as pretty as a movie star. 

Along witli equally as, try to avoid such repetitions expres¬ 
sions as return back for return, repeat attain for repeat, col¬ 
laborate together for collaborate, descend down for descend. 
In each of these examples, the verb is adequate by itself. 
Adding the adverb is a mistake. 

QUIZ TIME 

Do you think you can now use the adverb with sufficient 
accuracy, and skill? Try this qnfe, and see how good a score 
you can make. If you have done this chapter carefully, you 
should be able to give the correct answer to every one of the 
Questions: 


In each of the following sentences, check the correct word 
enclosed in parentheses: 

1. He pronounces his words too (indistinct, indistinctly). 

2. She didn’t do so (well, good) in the last test. 

3. Don’t take my words too (serious, seriously), 

4. The carpet feels (softly, .soft) under our feet. 

5. Don’t shout; I can hear you (plainly, plain) enough. 

6. There’s nothing that smells so (sweet, sweetly) as a 
rose. 

7. Leave your work not when it is (most, almost) finished 
but all finished. 

8. It’s such a surprise, l (can, can’t) hardly believe it. 

9. This food tastes (sour, sourly), 

10. Turn (rightly, right) when you come to the next 
traffic light. 

11. He hit the ball (hardly, hard) for a home run. 

12. She speaks (bountiful, beautifully). 

13. Don't treat him so (cruelly, cruel). 

14. The cold air feels (good, well). 

15. He has now recovered from his infection and looks 
(good, well) again. 

16. He likes both friends (equally as, equally) well. 

17. He kicked the ball (highly, high) and right over the 
goal line. 

18. You’ll have to do this (differently, different) if you 
want to do it right. 

19. “I am (mostly, most) delighted with your singing,” 
he said enthusiastically. 

20. This candy tastes rather (sweetly, sweet). 

21. He (returned, returned back) from the hospital in 
(as well as, as good as) perfect health. 

B 

Tho following sentences contain twenty-two adverbs. See 
how many of them you can point out: 

1. He served his master faithfully and wisely. 

2. We mutually pledge to each other our lives, our for¬ 
tunes, and our sacred honor. 

3. He is a friendly gentleman who treats all people well. 

4. Live dangerously if you want to live happily. 



5. She worked so hard, she hardly had any time for 
relaxation. 

6. Speak fast, but let your diction be good. 

7. She was a homely person, yd: everybody felt strangely 
attracted to her, 

8. He struck the blow swiftly and with deadly aim. 

9. Sire was madly in love with her unreasonably jealous 
husband. 

10. Everybody loves a person who finds contentment 
nearly everywhere. 

11. He ran furiously and fast and straight to the goal. 

12. Buy the paper anywhere and come right: to the office. 

13. The cook behaves badly because the soup tastes bad. 

14. “I hope you will soon be well,” he said to his con¬ 
valescent friend. 

—Answers— 

A: l-indistinctly, 2-well, 3-serionslv, 4-soft, 5-plainly, 6* 
sweet, 7-almost, 8-can, 9-sour, 10-rigU, II-hard, 12-beauti¬ 
fully, 13-cruelly, 14-good, 15-well, iff-equally, 17-high, 18- 
differently, 19-most, 20-sweet, 21-retunied, as good as 

B: 

1. faithfully, wisely 

2. mutually 

3. well 

4. dangerously, happily 

5. hard, hardly 

6. fast 

7. strangely 

8. swiftly 

9. madly, unreasonably 

10. nearly, everywhere 

11. furiously, fast, straight 

12. anywhere, right 

13. badly 

14. soon 

While checking your adverbs in the foregoing quiz, you 
may have found a little trouble with some of the other words, 
How, for example, would you classify such words as and, 
if, in, to, with ? Chapter 18 will give, you the answer to this 
question. 

But first—an intermission for another word game, 


Time out for the Fifteenth Word Game 
WORDS ABOUT VARIOUS PERSONS, 
THINGS AND IDEAS 

Do you know the meanings of all of the more difficult 
words you hear in lectures and in cultured conversation, or 
read in magazines and in books? Take a number of these 
words, for example, and see how many of them you can 
define. Try to check the statement which most nearly applies 
to each of the following italicized words: 

A 

1. John Smith is an amicable person. 

a. He likes to quarrel. 

b. He runs amuck. 

e. He has a friendly disposition. 

2. Some people are gregarious. 

a. They like to live alone. 

b. They like to Hock together. 

c. They tell you what they think. 

3. He suffers from schizophrenia. 

a. His business is in bad shape. 

b. He is mentally ill. 

c. He has a jaundiced liver. 

4. He lives a sequestered life. 

a. His home is in a solitary place. 

b. His home is in the heart of the city. 

c. His home is full of guests. 

5. He believes in reciprocity. 

a. He is very ambitions, 

b. He likes to provoke a quarrel, 
e. He adheres to the Golden Bute. 

6. The lawyer used chicanery. 

a. He bullied the witness. 

b. He resorted to tricky practice. 

c. He flattered the judge. 

7. He is an egocentric person. 

a. He goes to the center of an argument. 






b. His actions are peculiar. 

c. He rarely thinks of the oilier fellow. 

8. They talked acrimoniously to each other. 

'■a. Their talk was friendly. 

b. Their talk was about money matters, 

c. Their-talk was bitter. 

9. He gave irrelevant testimony. 

A. His testimony was irreligious. 

1), His testimony had nothing to do with the ease, 
c, His testimony had to do with a cocktail party. 

10. He is an ebullient type of person. 

a, He is subject to enthusiasm. | 

b. He is inclined to he a bully. 

C. He suffers from excessive hoik 

11. He spoke in a dispassionate voice. 

a. His voice was calm. 

b. His voice was hot-tempered. 

c. His voice was sympathetic. 

12. They looked through his dossier. 

a, They examined the secret drawers of his desk. 

b, They examined his love letters, 

c, They examined his record. 

13. He has a raucous laugh. 

a. His laughter is hearty. 

b. His laughter is sarcastic, 

c. His laughter is harsh, 

14. He delivered a panegyric. 

a, It was a valuable package. 

b, It was a panicky command, 

c, It was a speech of praise, 

15. He offered a parsimonious dinner to his guests. 

a. It hud Persian dishes. 

b. It was very stingy. 

c. It came to a lot of money, 

16. The doctor prescribed an anodyne for the patient; 

a. It was some form of iodine, 

b. It was a reducing diet. 

: : Ca It was a soothing medicine, 

17. Wolves and tigers are carnivorous, 

a, They like carnivals. 

b, They like to cat meat. 

c, They are inclined to worry. 
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18. He has a bovine, temperament 

a. He likes alcoholic drinks, 

b. He is sluggish like an ox. 

e. He is a regular Beau Bruminell. 

19. They indulged in badinage. 

a. Their talk was light and frivolous, 

b. Their talk was obscene. 

c. Their talk was about the evils of old age. 

20. He acts surreptitiously. 

a. He gives up without a fight. 

b. He does things by stealth. 

e. He believes in the supernatural. 

—Answers— 

1-c, 2-b, 8-b, 4 a, 5-e, 6-b, 7-e, 8-c, 9-b, 10-a, 11-a, 12-c, 
13-c, 14-c, 15-1), 16-o, 17-b, 18-b, 19-a, 20-b 

B 

In this sect ion, try to play the game the other way around. 
Check the word that best fits each of the following state¬ 
ments: 

1. His life is solitary—away from society. 

a. It is vicarious. 

b. It is sequestered. 

c. It is schizophrenic. 

2. He thinks only of himself. 

a. He is egocentric, 

b. He is lethargic. 

c. He is gregarious. 

3. He likes to make friends, i 

a. He is ebullient, i 

b. He is dispassionate. 

c. He is amicable. 

4. His words were bitter and stinging. 

a. He spoke irrelevantly. 

b. He spoke surreptitiously, 
e. He spoke acrimoniously. 

5. Tigers live on the flesh of other animals. 

a. They are gregarious. 

b. They are carnivorous, 
e. They are schizophrenic. 

8. His behavior is slow and oxlike. 
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a. He is raucous. 

b. He is acrimonious, 

c. He is bovine. 

7. Birds of a feather flock together. 

a. They are surreptitious. 

b. They are gregarious. 

c. They are ebullient. 

8. He suffers from a disintegrated personality—a serious i 
mental disorder. 

a. He's amicable. 

b. He's dispassionate. 

c. He’s schizophrenic, 

9. He is fond of playful "small talk." 

a, He likes a sequestered life. 

b. He likes badinage, 
e. He likes acrimony. 

10. Confucius believed in mutual dependence and cobpera- I 
tion. 

a. He advocated irrelevance. 

b. He advocated reciprocity, 
e, He advocated acrimony, 

11. He cheated them out of their rights. 

a. He employed irrelevance. 

b. lie employed an anodyne. 

c. He employed chicanery. I 

12. His enthusiasm is effervescent. [ 

a. He’s egocentric. 

b. He's ebullient. 

c. He’s bovine. 

13. The judge considered the evidence impartially, 

a. He was reciprocal. i 

■ b. He was parsimonious, 
e. He was dispassionate. 

14. What he said was beside the point, 

a. It was irrelevant 

b. It was reciprocal, 

' o. It was lethargic. 

15. His words soothed her pain. 

a. They served as a panegyric, 

b. They served as an anodyne. 

c. They served as a dossier. 

18. He gave the committee his records on the case. 


a. He presented his dossier. 

b. He presented his chicanery. 

c. He presented his panegyric. 

17. His stinginess was notorious. 

a. He was acrimonious. 

b. He was parsimonious. 

c. He was surreptitious. 

18. He delivered a speech in praise of the dead man. 

a. It was an anodyne. 

b. It was an irrelevance. 

c. It was a panegyric. 

19. He removed the evidence by stealth. 

a. His action was parsimonious. 

b. His action was surreptitious, 
o. His action was acrimonious. 

20. His voice sounded like a buzz saw. 

a. It was raucous. 

b. It was bovine. 

c. It was surreptitious, 

— Atmorn— 

1-b, 2 a, 3-e, 4-c, 54>, 6-c\ 7-b, 8-c, 9 b, 10-b, 11-c, 124), 
13-c, 14-a, 15-b, 10-a, 17-b, 18-c, 19-b, 20 a 

C 

Using the key words of this game, try to get the correct 
synonym for each of the following terms; 


1. secluded, isolated s. _ 

2. banter b„_ 

3. stingy, niggardly p„™_ 

4. unrelated, not applicable i_ 

5. judicial, calm, unruffled d_ 

6. peaceable, friendly a_ 

7. living in flocks or herds g 

8. caustic, stinging, bitter a_— 

9. a split personality s~_ 

10. mutuality r~._ 

11; boiling up or over, effervescent e—— 

12. sharp practice, trickery ’ c- 

13. interested only in one’s self e~— 

14. a written detailed record d—— 



15. oxlike, sluggish and patient b— j to reciprocate, verb: re-SiP-ro-kate 

18. disagreeably harsh in sound t. ----—. | schizophrenia, noun: ski-zo-FKEE-nee-a 

17. a medicine that soothes pain a-—j schizophrenic, noun and adjective: ski-zo-FREN-ik 

18. a formal speech of praise p-—j surreptitious: sir-ep-TISH-us 

19. stealthily, secretly s—_ 

20. eating flesh c— 

— Aivtwi'rx — ! 

1-,sequestered, 2-budinuge, 3-parsimonious, 4-imdevant, 

^'dispassionate, 0-amicublc, 7-gregarious, 8-acrimomous, 

9-schizophrenia, 10-reciprocity, ll-ebullient, 12-chicanery, 

13-egocentric, 14-dossier, 15-l»vjne, 16-nuicmis, 17-anodyne, 

18-panegyric, 19-smreptitiowsly, 20-eaniivorous 

D 

Several of the words in this game are frequently mis¬ 
pronounced. Here is their correct pronunciation: 

acrimony, noun; AK-ri-moe-nee 

acrimonious, adjective: ak-ri-MQE-nee-os 

amicability, noun: am-ik-a-BIL-i-tee 

amicable, adjective: AM-jk-a-bl j 

anodyne: AN-o-dine 

badinage: bad-i-NAZH, or BAD-i-nazh, or BAD-i-nij 
bovine: BOE-vine, or BOE-vin 

carnivore, noun: CAR-ili-vor , 

carnivorous, adjective: car-NIV-o-ms 

chicanery, noun: she-KANE-er-ce 

to chicane, verb: shc-KANE 

dossier: DOSS-ee-ay as in may, or DOSS-ce-cr 

ebullient: e-BUL* (to rhyme with dull)-ten t, or e-BUL* 

yent 

egocentricity, noun: e<i-go-seu-TBISS»i-tee 
egocentric, adjective: ee-go-SENT-rik 
gregarious; gre-GARE (to rhyme with caw) -ee-us 
irrelevant: ir-REL-e-vant (don’t confuse this word with 
irreverent,) 

panegyric: pan-e-JIR-ik 

parsimony, noun: PAR-si-moe-nee, or, especially British, 

PAR-si-mun-i 

parsimonious, adjective; par-si-MOE-nee-us 
reciprocity, noun: ress-i-PROSS-i-tee 
reciprocal, adjective: re-SIPro-kal 





DON’T ABUSE THEM 

Wo now como to a group of words whose abuse, to quote 
II. W. Fowler, represents "almost the worst element in mod¬ 
em English." 

The words that Fowler has in mind are the conjunctions 
and the prepositions—the so-called nmimon links in our Ian- 

Let us look at some of the frequent errors in their use, 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CONJUNCTIONS AND 
PREPOSITIONS 

In one respect, conjunctions and prepositions are alike. 
They both serve as connective words. Thev help to tighten a 
sentence into a unit that holds together. For example; 

1. Conjunction: To do a good job, ad an she does, 

2. Preposition; To do a good job, act like her, 

But notice the difference between us and like; 

The conjunction os merely connects words nr word groups. 

The preposition like does not merely conned words—it 
shows the relation of a pronoun (or a noun) to another part 
of the sentence. 

Note tlie word her in Sentence 2. After like or other prepo¬ 
sitions, we say me, him Iter, ns, or them; not l, he, she, we, 
or they. Or, to put it in grammatical terms, we use the objec¬ 
tive case of the pronoun after a preposition, 

A conjunction is not followed by the objective case. Ob¬ 
serve the difference in the following sentences; 

Conjunctions 

He and I took the journey together. 

I shall come if you promise to he there. 

He told her that he was afraid. 

The book was found where he had put it. 
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He is as strong as I. 

He is taller than I. 

In the last two sentences, many grammarians would hold 
that the verb am is understood after the pronoun /. According 
to these authors it is not the best formal usage to say: “He 
is as strong as me. He is taller than me," The word me is in 
the objective ease, they tell us, and therefore cannot be used 
after a conjunction. More liberal grammarians would permit 
me and describe as as a preposition in this instance. Here we 
shall recommend the more formal usage as less likely to pro¬ 
voke criticism. 

Prepositions 

He took the journey together with me. 

He lives not far from us. 

I am sending a present to them. 

Without, her he is lost, 

I hold a position under him. 

Between her and me there will always be an under¬ 
standing. 

It is wrong to say; “between her and I there will always 
be an understanding.” Between is the controlling word here, 
and it is a preposition, requiring the objective case in the 
second pronoun as well as in the first. 

Some of the conjunctions most frequently used are and, 
although, as, became, if, since, so, than, that, unless, when, 
where, while, 

Some of the prepositions most frequently used are above, 
at, htj, except, for, from, in, into, like, of, on, to, upon, with , 
without. 

WORDS THAT ARK CONJUNCTIONS OR 
PREPOSITIONS 

There are some words which can be used either as con¬ 
junctions or as prepositions—depending upon the structure 
of the sentence. 

Conjunctions Prepositions 

Don't leave before l come. Don’t leave before me. 

Everybody left, but we re- _ Everybody left hut (mean- 
mained. ing except) us. 

They like him, for he is a They like him for himself, 
good man. 
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He has lived with us since He has lived with us since 
he sold the house, last year, 

Wait till (or until) I wane. Wait till (or until) my ar¬ 
rival. 

He came after 1 did, He came after me. 

The preposition till plays an interesting part in a rather 
amusing anecdote, A beggar once accosted Will Rogers and 
asked him for a dime. Reaching into his pocket, Rogers found 
he had nothing less than a quarter. 

"Here’s a quarter,” he said. "But don't forget you owe me 
fifteen cents.” 

"Thank you, sir,” said the beggar. “And may you live till 
the day I pay you!” 

TliST YOUR SKILL 

Do you now see the difference between (lie conjunction 
and the preposition? If you do, you can easily cheek the i 
correct word in the parentheses in each of the following sen¬ 
tences: 

1. I shall not be there (without, unless) you also come, 

2. You don’t look as if you are older than (me. I). 

3. You are just as good as (they, them), but. you are more 
modest. 

4. No one but (her, she) could ever get away with it. 

5. Let there be an understanding between you and (I, 
me). 

6. Everyone was invited except (him, he). 

7. Is this ticket for you and (I, me)? 

8. He came after you arid (me, I) had left. 

9. He came after you and (me, I). 

10. (Like, As) you may know, lie made a very good profit 
on the deal, 

--Answers— 

1-unless, 2-1, 3-they, 4-her, 5-nie, 0-him, 7-me, 8-1, 9-me, 

10-As 

TWO TROUBLESOME WORDS. UKli AND AS 

We frequently hear the expression “Like I said.” Is this 
correct? , 

The answer to this question has given rise to a great deal 
of controversy. Generally speaking, like is a preposition and 
not a conjunction. The correct form, therefore, would be “As 
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I said.” For as is a conjunction and can therefore be followed 
by a clause. 

Thus, it is correct to say: 

Work hard as 1 do. 

Work hard like me. 

But it is incorrect to say: 

Work Irani like I do. 

Yet there are some professional speakers and writers— 
especially radio announcers and journalists—who use like 
instead of as. Shakespeare and other noted writers occasion¬ 
ally did the same, This usage, however, has not as yet re¬ 
ceived the sanction of some of the best authorities. According 
to Fowler, the use of like as a conjunction is "vulgar and 
slovenly.” And according to Webster, this sort of construction 
“is freely used only in illiterate speech.” 

So the safest thing for you to do is to avoid this usage in 
your speaking and writing of better English, Say, “As I told 
you,” and not, “Like I told you." 

But there are other pitfalls in the usage of these two parts 
of speech. Let us look at some of the more common ways in : j 
which they may trip you up. | 

DOUBLE CONJUNCTIONS 

There is one sort of conjunction that requires a little extra 
care on your part. This is the double conjunction , such as 
either . . . or, neither . . . nor, not only . . . but also, 
both . . . and. This sort of double conjunction connects par¬ 
allel ideas. The two parts of the conjunction, therefore, should 
be followed by parallel constructions in careful writing. Don’t 
place one of the parts before a verb and the other before a 
noun or an adjective or an adverb. 

Don’t, for example, say; 

You either have to accept our terms or none at all. 

He neither likes mustard nor pickles, 

DiMaggio not only found profit hut also pleasure in 

baseball. 

She both helped him mentally and financially. 

Most of these are fairly acceptable in informal speech, but 
all 'are considered rather careless in more formal speaking 
and writing. Say, instead: 
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You have to accept either our tonus or none at all. 

Ife likes neither mustard nor pickle;;. 

DiMaggio found not only profit hut also pleasure in 

baseball. 

She helped him both mentally and financially. 

Warning: In using your double conjunct ions, don’t couple 
a positive with a negative, such as neither . . . or, cither 
. . . nor. 

Wrong form: He wanted neither sympathy or advice. 

Correct form: He wanted neither sympathy nor advice. 

NOT SO AND NOT AS 

You’ve often heard such expressions as the following; 

She is not ho good as her brother. 

She js not as good as her brother. 

Which of the two statements fa grammatically correct? The 
more tradition-hound teachers still insist that alter a negative 
verb the proper word is so instead of as. But, «s most edu¬ 
cated speakers and writers will tell you, this is not true and 
has never been true. It is simply an arbitrary convention. 

So it’s, not as had as you think -—in fact, it's perfectly cor¬ 
rect—-to use the more colloquial-sounding expression. There 
is no grammatical rule that requires the use of so after a 
negative. It's merely an old-fashioned custom, like stiff collars 
and long skirts, “The use of as in this construction," accord¬ 
ing to Professor S. A. Leonard, in Current English Usage, “is 
established in cultivated English." 

PREPOSITIONS AT THE'END OF A SENTENCE 

Another point that teachers traditionally insist upon is that 
a preposition is a bad word to cud a sentence with. When I 
went, to school,! was taught that there were “two unforgiv¬ 
able crimes: to end a man’s.life with a bullet, and to end a 
sentence with a preposition.” 

This taboo against final prepositions is just another of 
those old-fashioned conventions that have no basis, in tradi¬ 
tional usage. It was borrowed from Latin, whose grammar 
once dominated the thinking of English writers. A proposition 
at the. end of a sentence ii: not only permissible but at times 
necessary iu our language, 

Take the following statement, for example: - 


It all depends on what the money is meant for. 

Now try to transfer the proposition from the end to 
another part of the statement, and see how clumsy it becomes; 

It all depends on for what the money is meant, 

When you end a sentence with a preposition, you find 
yourself in the company of some of the greatest writers— 
all the way from Shakespeare (“We are such stuff as dreams 
are made on”) down to Kipling (“Too horrible to be trifled 
with”). The 1953 Nobel Prize winner for literature, Sir 
Winston Churchill, was once taken to task for his use of 
“that is something I shall not put up with.” In reply to this 
criticism, Sir Winston observed, “That is something’up with 
which I shall not put.” 

There are times when a preposition is a very convenient 
word to end a sentence with, But, on the other hand, don’t 
overdo the idea. Here’s a sentence quoted from The Reader’s 
Digest, with no less than five prepositions at the end: 

Little Tommy, ill upstairs, complained to his mother as 

site sat down to read to him: “What did you bring that 

book I didn’t want to be read to out of up for p" 

The best rule to follow in this matter is to follow no 
artificial rule. End your sentences with those words that will 
give them the greatest vigor and naturalness and ease. 

PREPOSITIONAL BOOBY 'FRAPS 

There are many traps that lie in wait for the unwary in 
their daily use of the preposition, Take care to obey the 
following rules: 

1. Don’t use of after off. 

Wrong form: Ho fell off of the bridge. 

Correct form: He fell off the bridge. 

2. Don’t use of as a substitute for have. 

Wrong form: You ought to of known better. 

Correct form: You ought to have known better. 

3. Don't misuse to and for. 

Wrong form: She brought little Johnny for dinner. 

Correct form: She brought little Johnny to dinner, 

Correct form: She brought a steak for dinner. 


4, Don't use without for unless. 

Wrong form: I shall not do this without you consent to it. 
Correct form: \ shall not do this without your consent. 
Correct form: 1 shall not do this unless you consent to it. 

Without is a preposition; unless is a conjunction. 

5. Don’t use by for with. 

Wrong form: I am staying by my daughter. 

Correct form: 1 am staying with my daughter. 

6, Don't muddle your thought through the Omission of 
necessary prepositions. For example: 

John thought more of money than his wife. 

John thought more of money than of his wife. 

Both sentences are correct, hut their meanings are different 
The first means that John liked money more than his wife 
liked it. The second means that John liked money-more than. 
he liked his wife. Be sure that your prepositions help you to 
say exactly what you wont to say. 

7. Don’t misplace your prepositional phrases. 

Wrong form: Toscanini will return to the city where he 
was born in two mouths. 

Wrong form: He testified that the bus had run into him 
I and thrown him down in the court house. 
f- Correct form: In two months Toscanini will return to the 
city where he was horn. 

Correct form: He testified in the court house that Hie Inis 
had run into him and thrown him down. 

8. Don’t omit a preposition when it is required in ft com¬ 
pound phrase. 

Wrong form: He had a fear and a respect for his father. 
Wrong form: He had a profound interest and a wide 
knowledge of hooks. 

Correct form: He had a fear of and a respect for his father. 
•/. Correct form: Ho had a profound interest in and a wide 
: knowledge of books. ; 

9, There are more than it thousand idiomatic phrases in 
which the preposition is often used incorrectly. Here are 
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some of the more familiar among them, together with their 
correct usage: 

Acquiesce in (not to): He acquiesced in the decision of 
the majority. 

Angry with (a person): Don’t be angry with him. 

Angry at (a tiling): Don’t be angry at his silence. 

Apply to (a person): He applied to Mr. Peters. 

Apply for (a thing): He applied for a job. 

Concur with (a person): He concurs with the other 
members. 

Concur in (an idea): He concurs in their plans. 

Conducive to (not of): Prayer is conducive to peace of 
mind. 

Connive with (a person): They connived with each 
other. 

Connive at (an act or thought): They connived at his 
treachery. 

Contemporary (adjective) with: Shakespeare was con¬ 
temporary with Queen Elizabeth I. 

A contemporary (noun) of: Walt Whitman was a con¬ 
temporary of Lincoln. 

Disagree with (not from): She disagrees with him. 

Enraged against (a person): They are enraged against 
the spy. 

Enraged at (a thing): They are enraged at his betrayal. 

Familiar with (not to): He is familiar with Homer. 

Identical with (not to): Jimmy is identical with his twin 
brother. 

Inferior to (not than): Today’s steak is inferior to 
yesterday’s. 

In search of (not for): The sailor was in search of ad¬ 
venture. 

Involved in (not by): Five persons were involved in the , 
plot. J 

Of his own accord (not on) : He did it of his own accord. 1| 

On his own account (not of): He did it on his own ac- ’ 
count, 

Originate with (a person): The idea originated with 
Edison. 

Originate in (a tiling or place): The idea originated in 
Edison's laboratory. 

Preferable to (not than): Peace is preferable to war. 
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Protest against (not ai ): Tiiey protested against tJie j 
verdict. 

, Similar to (not with): My job is similar to yours.' 

Suffer from (not with): He suffered from the heat. 

Superior to (not than): She considers herself superior to 
her friends. 

Tendency to (not for) : He has a tendency to forgiveness. | 
QUIZ TIME 

Here is a quiz that will show you how carefully you have 
done this chapter: 

A 

The italicized words in the following sentences are cither 
conjunctions or prepositions. Check the correct or preferred 
form of the pronouns that conic alter them: 

1. I am sure you can live as comfortably «.v (me, i). 

2. She has a little girl who looks just like (she, her). 

3. Our friends have gone, but (wo, us) have stayed be¬ 
hind. 

4. Everybody has gone hut (we, us). 

5. Between you and (me, I), there’s nothing to this story. 

6. Nobody but (him, he) would take such a risk. 

7. She deserves more than (him, he), but she gets less. 

8. She is not as tall as (lie, him). 

| 9, He feels lost without (she, her). 

I 10. There’s nothing left for you and (i, me) to do hero. 

B 

In the following sentences, tell whether the positions of the 
double conjunctions are right or wrong: 

1. He neither likes tomatoes nor his wife. Bight Wrong 

2. You can either exchange this for an¬ 
other tie or get your money had:. Bight Wrong 

3. He likes not only his job, but he also 

gets good pay. P.ight Wrong 

4. He neither praised her singing nor her 

acting. Bight Wrong 

5. I admire both your courage and your 

ability. Bight Wrong 


€ 

Point out the correct word in the parentheses in each of 
the following sentences: 

1. Some people maintain that seeing a prize fight on TV 
is preferable (to, than) having a seat at the ringside. 

2. The hero of one of Tennyson's poems is in search 
(for, of) the Holy Grail. 

3. This is neither here (or, nor) there. 

4. I hope you have consented to come (on, of) your own 
accord. 

5. Caesar was a contemporary (of, with) Brutus. 

6. Her story on the whole was similar (to, with) that of 
her husband. 

7. This custom originated (in, with) the early history of 
the United States. 

8. Don’t be angry (at, with) each other. 

9. The dissenting juror at last concurred (with, in) the 
decision of the others. 

10. He acquiesced (in, to) a verdict which he didn’t 
altogether approve. 

11. Don’t act (like, as if) you had never seen him, ; 

12. He may he richer than (I, me), but he doesn’t enjoy 
life (like, as) I do. 

‘"■'Answers-— 

A:l-I, 2-hcr, 3-we, 4 -us, 5-me, 6-him, 7-he, 8-he, 9-her, 

10- me 

B:l«wrong, 2-right, 3-wrong, 4-wrong, 5-right 
G:l-to, 2-of, 3*nor, 4-of, 5-of, G-to, 7-in, 8-with, 9-in, 10-in, 

11- os if, 12-1, as 

A NOTE ABOUT INTERJECTIONS 
We have now considered the uses and the abases of seven 
parts, of speech—verbs, nouns, adjectives, pronouns, adverbs, 
conjunctions, and prepositions. 

In addition to these, there are a number of words that 
cannot be classified under any of the seven parts of speech. 
They bear no grammatical relationship to the rest of the 
sentence. They are "thrown in," so to speak, in order to ex¬ 
press great emotion, These words, classified as the eighth part 
of speech, are the exclamatory interjections. 

The most common interjections are ah! alas! damn! dear 
me! fid gosh! heck! hdlol indeed! nonsense! pshaw! really I 
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roll rubbish! wed! wow! But any word or phrase may he used 
as an interjection: sol for hearing sake! pet out! hive the 
mom at once! so this in it! And sometimes-you can express 
an interjection by a mere gesture or look. A professor at 
Harvard lias a good interjoctiona! recipe tor dosing an inter¬ 
view. He rises from his desk, holds out his hand to his visitor, 
and glances at the door. 

And, without a single word, the visitor knows that the 
conference is over. The unspoken interjection has done the 
trick. 

The interjection, whether expressed or implied, is an im¬ 
portant part of your daily intercourse. Don’t neglect it. But 
don’t overuse it, or your style may become too emotional and 
therefore less capable of convincing your friends. 


Time out for the Sixteenth Wort! Game 
FRENCH AND LATIN PHRASES 

The tendency nowadays, according to most authorities, is 
to avoid foreign expressions in English speech and writing. 
The frequent use of such expressions makes it look as though 
we were showing off our knowledge too much. Our own 
language is rich enough in picturesque words and idioms to 
express our everyday thoughts. 

Yet any reader will encounter a fair number of foreign 
words and phrases in books, newspapers, and magazines, A 
few are even common in speech—so common, in fact, that 
they are part of our language, or arc rapidly becoming so. 
This game contains twenty-four of the most widely used 
foreign expressions—twelve French and twelve Latin' Those 
considered to be completely "naturalized” in our language are 
printed in roman type; it" is standard practice to print the 
others in italics. 

A 

. French 

Check the phrase which best completes each of the follow¬ 
ing statements: 
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1. The merciful blow that puts a suffering creature to 
death is a 

a. faux pas 

b. detrop 

e. coup de grfice 

2. When a person is alive to alb that is going on, he is 
on the 

a. potpourri 

b. (fui vivo 

c. esprit do corps 

3. When a person pays a fixed rate for board or lodging, 
he is charged 

a. detrop 

b. an rapport 
e. on pension 

4. Shakespeare, preeminent in his plays, was a dramatist 

a. savoir-faire 

b. detrop 

c. par excellence 

5. An assorted mixture of great variety is a 

a. par excellence 

b. potpourri 

c. coup de g nice 
(). A person with perfect poise rarely commits a 

a. faux pas 
h. double-entendre 
e. savoir-faire 

7. An act that is already done and cannot be recalled is 

a. coup de g nice 

b. fait accompli 

c. detrop 

8. Sophisticated people who “know their way around” 
are generally endowed with 

a. esprit de corps 

b. savoir-faire 

c. fait accompli 

9. When Johnny insisted on staying in the living room 
with his sister and her boy friend, they considered.him 

< a. faux pas 
b. savoir-faire 
e. detrop 



10. A remark which has two meanings, one of them pos¬ 
sibly slightly off color, is a 

a. fait accompli 

b. douhle-cntcmlrc 
e. coup dc i'nice 

11. Two minds that have a perfect understanding may 
be said to be 

a. doublc-mimire 

b. par excellence 

c. on rapport 

12. A player who prefers his own glory to the good of the 
team has no 

a. esprit tic corps 

b. coup tic grtltv 

c. fait accompli 

—Answers— 

1-c, 2-b, 3-c, 4-c, 5-b, G-u, 7-b, 8-b, 9-c, 10-b, ,11-e, 12 a 
B 


5. do gust-tints non est disputandum refers to 

a. people’s tastes 
h. disgust with one’s condition 
o. a lover’s quarrel 

8. per aspera ad astra refers to 

a. the value of aspirin in certain diseases 

b. astronomical figures 

o. attainment through hardship 

7. persona grata refers to 

a. an aggressive person 

b. a thankful person 

c. an acceptable person 

8. a non m/uilur refers to 

a. a thing that cannot be dissected 

b. a region that is not sequestered 

c. a fallacy in an argument 

9. a ram avis refers to 

a. a bird-house 

b. an unusually excellent person 

c. an occasional air attack 


Latin 

Check the correct reference to each of the following 
phrases: 

1. Deo volcnte refers to 

a. a (light in an airship 

b. the will of God 

e. the difference in people’s tastes 

2. cut hono refers to 

: a, a game of dice 

1), a well-baked bun 

c. a question as. to who benefits by a certain 
action 

3. in 'median res refers to 

it, the rays of the midday sun 
1). plunging into the midst of things 

c. a; midday siesta 

4 dc mortals nil nisi honurn refers to 

a, respect for the dead 

b, the bones of a skeleton 

c, people's tastes - . 


10. ne plus ultra refers to 

a. the summit of achievement 

b. a business statement in the red 
e. an example in addition and subtraction 

11. mullum in pawn refers to 

a. a multitude on parade 

b. a tumultuous parley 

c. saying much in a few words 

12. e phtrihus unum refers to 

a. the United States 

b. the pointer on a sundial 

c. the pluralwution of nouns 

— Answers— 

1-b, 2-c, 3-b, 4-a, 5-a, 6-c, 7-e, 8-e, 9-b, 10-a, 11-c, 12-a 
C 

True or False? 

State whether each of the following statements is true 
false-—that: is. whether it does or does not make sense: 






1. 1 he Russian Revolution in .mi/ was a 
mi ilium in parvo. 

2. He fount! himself out of plan' mu! dr 


True False 


3. A runner who could do 101) yards in 9 
seconds would he a raid avis. 

4, The restaurant specializes in roast duek- 


False 


True False 




5. "Cui honoP” asked Senator Smith, refer¬ 
ring to a new advance in prices. 

6. Mrs. Jones ran a boarding house for stu- 


Tnie False 


mion. 


lit: tOX, 


erea a 


e-entenm: 


s nani 


8. Some authors believe that a good way to 
start a story is to plunge in madias ras. 

9. The U. S. Marines are noted for their 


mml ae corns. 


10. Da martins nil nisi 
motto to remember when 


is a go 


a sawn- 


■ nisai’iee 


v ( is 


etizirig ingredients. 


12. Deo voknte, new cures may he disoov- 


»eases. 


. itesident tusei 


.»r imv* 


10, Watch your step* or y 


ign mm 


lav maKo a 


® on 


tru* 


17. He was so clever, he always made a 

■ v 

coup ae gr&ce when he spoka 
pi viva. 

19, Many regard the “Mona Lisa” as the 
no plus ultra in portrait painting. 

20, Caesar was a military leader par excel¬ 
lence. ;; 

21, Lincoln was a sociable and therefore a 

tion mjaUtir type :of; statesman. ' 


raise 


False 




False 


False 


13. He was so stupid he often blundered 
into a fait accompli. True False 

, 14. Now that lie is dead, let ns not attack 
his character; do gmtihus non pst disputnndum. True False 


false 


False 


I hj la* 




False 


False 


22. An ill-dressed man is pe 


23. The phrase c plurihm mum describes 
our country—•one unit consisting of many 


ares, 


24. He was ashamed of the potpourri 
id committed against social convention. 


—Answers— 

1-Fake, 2-True, 3-Tme, 4-Fake, 5-True, 6-True, 7-False. 
8-Tme, 9-True, 10-Fake, 11-Fake, 12-True, 13-False, 14- 
False, 15-True, 16-True, 17-FaIse, 18-True, 19-True, 20-Tme, 
21-Fake, 22-Fake, 33-Trae, 24-Fake 


Zhilin a 


Tdl meai 


ign expressions ii 


foregoing rounds, see if you can match the phrases in the 
first column with the literal translations in the second column. 
In the parentheses that follow the phrases, F stands for 
French and I. for Latin: 


the phrases, l 1 stands 


.1. coup dc price (F) a. (to plunge) into the midst 

of things 

2. mi bom (L) b. a thing accomplished and 

presumably irrevocable 

3. dc gtistihus non cat c. the common enthusiasm of 

disputandum (L) individuals toward their 

group 

4. da mortuis nil nisi d, the summit of achieve* 

honurn {h) ment; literally, nothing 

more beyond 

5. Deo voknte (L) e. an acceptable person 

6. do trap (F) f. a rare bird 

7. douhle-cntendre (F) g. of the dead (say) no 

but good 


8. cn pension (F) h. knowing how to do, 

9. cn rapport (V) i. a merciful blow 

10. e plurihm unuin (L) j. one out of many 

11. esprit da corps (F) k. a double meaning 

12. fait accompli (F) ’ 1, with God’s will 

13. faux pas (F) m. after the ;Cnst6|f:’ 

boarding housALit. 


PF 






14 , in madias res (I - ,) it, much in little 

15. inn!turn ill pane (L) o. there is no disputing about 


16. w plus ultra (L) 

17 . non sequitur (L) 

18 . par excellence (F) 

10. per aspvraad astro (L) 

20, persona grata (L) 

21, potpourri (F) 

22, f/ui mu (F) 

23, mm am (L) 

24, savoir-faire (F) 


p. lor whose benefit 

q. it doesn't follow, referring 
to an illogical statement 

». too much *:>r too many, 
superfluous 

s, a medley or mixture 

t win t goes there? (liter* 
ally, who lives?) 

n. by hard ways to the stars 

v. preeminently 

w. a false step 

x. in a harmonious relation- 


multum in paroo: MUL-tum in PAR-vo 
ne plus ultra: knee plus UL-tra 
non sequitur: non SEK-wit-er 
par excellence: par dc-se-LAHNS 
per aspem ad astra: per ASS-per-a ad ASS-t 
persona grata: per-SO-na GRAY-ta 
potpourri: poh-poo-REE 
qui viva: kec-VEEV 

rara avis: RAY-ra AY (to rhyme with day) 
savoir-faire: sav-WAHR FAIR 


1-i, 2-p, 3-0, 4-g, 5-1, fi-r, 7 k, 8-m, ik, 10 R lie, 12-1), 
13-w, 14*a, 15-n, Kkl, 17 q, 18-v, liJ-u, 2l)-e, 21-s, 22-t, 23-f, 
24-h 


As you learn the pronunciation of these phrases, be sure 
that you understand their literal meaning as well as their 
idiomatic usage. 

Note: The pronunciations are in accordance with Webster; 

■ coup de g nice: koo-de-GRAIISS 
cuibono : KIGH BONE-oh, or KWEE BONE-oh 
da gustilms non cut disputtmdum: do GUR ti-bus non est 
dis»pu*TAN-dum 

da mortals nil nisi honum: de MOH-tu-iss nil NhS-silSONE-. .■ 
tun 

Dm volatile: DElvowe vo-LEN-te 
de imp: de TROE, to rhyme with foe 
double-entendre: DOO-bl alm-TAHN-dr 
enpension: aim palm-si-ONG (slur the g) 
en rapport: aim ra-l'OH 
e phrihus unwn: ee-PI,00-ri-lms YOU num 
esprit de carps: ess-PREE de. KOR 
fait accompli; fct a-korig(s!ur the g)-PLKA' 
faux pas: foe PA 

in madias res: in MEK-dee-ax REEZ 
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THE EASY WAY TO CORRECT'SPELLING 


A .teacher asked three little boys to write on the black¬ 
board a sentence containing the word hew is, 

The first boy wrote: “My mother cooks beans," 

The second boy wrote: “My father eats beans.’’ 

Tire third boy wrote: “All of us are hitman lwans.” 

This boy spelled beings the way he pronounced it, 

POOR PRONUNCIATION 

One of the commonest reasons for bad spelling is bad 
pronunciation. The very word pronunciation is often mis¬ 
pronounced and misspelled as pnmounmtion. 

There are many other words that are misspelled because 
they are mispronounced. Watch out lor the most familiar 
among them (the correct spelling appears in the right-hand 
column): 


Wrong Pronunciation 

Right Prnnutwii 

ac-cklent-ly 

aeei-deiikd-1 

ath-e-let-ic 

atli-let-ie 

ar-tie 

are-tie 

bar-hrous 

bar-ba-rous 

cram-berry 

eran-berry 

dis-as-ter-ous 

dis-as-trous 

gov-er-ment 

gov-em-nient 

; i-den-ify 

khm-tity 

jr-rey-e-lcnt 

ir-rebe-vant 

, lab-ra-tory 

lah-o-ru-tory 

liii-a-ment , 

line-ament 

min-cr-obogy 

min-er-al-ogy 

inin-a-ture 

min-i-a-tnre 

Ni-ag-ra 

Ni-ag-u-ra 

pro-gkly 

pro-di-gv 

ree-o-nize 

rec-og-nize 


Wron g Pronunciation Right Pronunciation 
su-pri.se sm-prise 

tre-men-jous tre-men-dous 

twelth twelfth 

val-u-ble val-u-a-ble 

A pupil in one of my classes wrote a composition about his 
father's house. Among the articles in the dining room, he 
mentioned a mn-of-art. I was puzzled about this expression, 
and I asked him to describe tire object. It turned out to be a 
samovar. 

SILENT PARTNERS 

Another common reason for poor spelling is the frequency 
of silent partners in the business of word construction. The 
presence of silent letters in many of our words is one of the 
most troublesome hurdles on the road to better English. So 
let us look at some of them. 

Words with,silent b: climb, crumb, dumb, lamb, plumber, 
tomb 

Silent g: gnarl, gnash, gnat gnome 

Silent h: ghastly, ghetto, ghost, ghoul (pronounced god) 

Silent h knack, knave, knead, knife, know 

Silent /: almond, alms, balk, balm, talk 

Silent p: pneumonia, psalm, pseudo, psychic 

Silent s: aisle, island, lisle 

Silent i: apostle, bristle, castle, thistle, whistle 

Silent to; wrap, wretch, wrist, wrong, wry 

Other silent letters: 

align business 

: besought campaign 

brougham (pronounced broom catarrh 
or BROO-uin cocoa 

dahlia redoubt 

diaphragm rhythm 

extraordinary solemn 

guerrilla toward (pronounced 

handkerchief tord) 

handsome victuals (pronounced 

indict ' . > ■ viltlcs) 

luncheon yacht j 

parliament 1 


Handicapped as we are in the matter of silent letters it 
seems we are more fortunate than the British. An American 1 
who visited England was talking to an Oxford professor. “Let 
me congratulate you.” ho said, “on your many famous people 
and places, Take Lord Cholmondelev, for instance.” 

“Pardon me, sir,” said the Oxford professor, “but the name 
is pronounced Chorniy.” 

“And the other day," continued the American, ’1 read an 
article by that brilliant essayist, Howard Saint John," 

“Again I must ask yon to pardon me, sir. The name is 
SIN-jun." 

“And only yesterday,” went on the American, “I visited 
Saint Magdalene College.” 

“Please don’t feel offended, sir, hut we call it Saint Maudlin 
College,” 

And then the Englishman, to put the American at ease, said: 
“You, too, have famous people and places. When I visited 
your country several years ago, f mot President Roosevelt.” 

“The name, sir,” said the American with a twinkle in his 
eye, “is President Rivet.” 

“And,” continued the Englishman, "I never beheld a more 
imposing spectacle than Niagara Falls." 

“Pardon me, sir," said the American, “hut the right way to 
say it is Nifties.” 

British English may bo harder to spell than American 
English. But we, too, must be on our guard. So watch out for 
the words with the silent letters. 

The second aid to good spelling, then, is to keep your eyes 
open, 

TEN SIMPLE RULES FOR BETTER SPELLING 

English is perhaps the most difficult language to 
it contains too many words in which the spelling is divorced 
from the sound. “No wonder," said Mark Twain, "that so 
many good English writers are such poor spiders.” 

Yet the majority of. bur troublesome words can be classified 
under a few easyTo-remember rules. Learn these rales, and 
you will be able to eliminate many of your spelling difficulties, 

!• Take your words apart, and see what makes them tick. 

Note, for example, the synonym for rivalry. How would 
you spell that mxd-^ampitition or competition? 

Well, let’s see. A competition is a petition of two or more 
people for the same thing. And thus you get the spelling by I 



dividing the word into its two parts —com + petition. 

In like manner, the synonym for witty is humorous (allied 
with humor), and not humorous. And the synonym for great 
joy is exhilaration (allied with hilarious), and not exhiliration. 

2. When a word has a prefix (a letter or group of letters 
at the beginning), imagine that there is a hyphen between 
the word and the prefix and you will generally see the correct 
spelling. 

Thus: dissolve consists of dis-sohe, but disappear consists 
of dis-appear. Hence a word that is combined with the prefix 
dis is spelled with a double s if it originally begins with the 
letter s, but with a single s if it begins with any other letter. 

Other examples: dissatisfy, disservice , dissension, dissimilar; 
but disappoint , disbelieve, dislocate, disregard, 

Words compounded with the prefix mis are subject to the 
same rale: misstep, missent, misstatement; but misapplied, 
mishap, misunderstand. It also applies in the case of some 
of the other prefixes. Thus: 

overrated, overripe, overrun; but overextend, overin¬ 
dulge, overexpose 

unnatural, unnecessary, unnoticed; but unavoidable, un¬ 
interesting, unimpressed 

underrate, underrun; but underestimate, underexpose 

3. When a word has a suffix (a letter or group of letters 
at the end, like ly, ness , or ed), you can generally apply a 
similar test. Imagine a hyphen between the word and the 
suffix; double the letter if the word ends and the suffix begins 
with the same sound; but do not double when the two letters 
are different. 

Examples: actually, drunkenness, soulless; but sincerely, 
cleverness, heartless 

4. When a monosyllable (a word of one syllable) ends in 
a single consonant preceded by a single vowel, you double 
the consonant before ing, ed, er, est. 

Examples: star, starring, tap, tapped, wrap, wrapper, big, 
biggest 

5. When a word of more than one syllable ends in a 
single consonant preceded by single vowel, and when the 
accent is on the last syllable, you double the consonant before 
ing, ed y er, est (the same as in' Rule 4), 











2. (a) assassinate, (b) privilege, (c) accommodate, 
(d) resistant, (e) insistent 

3. (a) hippoerisy, (b) penitentiary, (e) ehrysarit!ionium, 
(cl) picnicking, (e) anoint 

4. (a) analyze, (h) notieable, (c) drunkenness, 

•(d) permissible, (e) dissipate 

5. (a) assassinate, (b) penitentiary, (c) separate, 

(d) permissible, (e) resixtont 

6. (a) annalyze, (b) anoint, (e) effervescent, 

.(d) privilege, (e) tyranny 

7. (a) pickniefcing, (b) noticeable, (c) malign, 

(d) insistent, (e) abscess 

8. (a) drunkenness, (b) chrisanthcmvim, 

'(c) accommodate, (d) dissipate, (e) hypocrisy 

9. (a) separate, (b) tyrrany, (c) insistent, (d) hypocrisy, 
•(e) dissipate 

10. (a) resistant, (b) picnicking, (c) pennissable, 

(d) drunkenness, (e) chrysanthemum 

11. (a) malign, (b) analyze, (c) annoiut, (d) abscess, 

(e) accommodate 

12. (a) privilege, (b) effervescent, (c) noticeable, 

(d) penitentiary, (e) assasinate 

13. (a) resistant, (b) tyranny, (c) abcess, (cl) insistent, 

(e) analyze 

14. (a).anoint,.(b) drnnkeness, (c) malign, 

(d) 'picnicking, (e) separate 

15. (a) acommodate, (b) assassinate, (<;) chrysanthemum, 
(d) dissipate, .(e) effervescent 

16. (a) privilege, (b) picnicking, (e) permissible, 

(d) noticeable, (e) peimitentinry 

17. (a) analyze, (b) tyranny, (e) seperate, (d) anoint, 

(c) abscess 

18. (a) accommodate, (b) chrysanthemum, («) rnallign, 
.(d) noticeable, (e) penitentiary 

19. (a) msistant, (b) resistant, (e) privilege, 

(d) hypocrisy, (e) effervescent 

20. (a) assassinate, (h) clissippate, '(c) drunkenness, 

(d) permissible, .'(e) picnicking 

— Awnvm— 

1-c (effervescent), 2-b (privilege), 3-a (hypocrisy),.44 j. 
(noticeable),5-e (resistant),-6 a (analyze),7-a (picnicking), 
8-b (chrysanthemum), 9-b (tyranny), 10-c (permissible), 
11-c (anoint), 12-e (assassinate), 13-c (abscess), 144> 
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( (drunkenness), 15-a (accommodate), 16-e (penitentiary), 

■ 17-e (separate), 18-c (malign), 19-a (insistent), 20-b (dis- 

| sipatc) 

B 

Words That Are a Little Harder to Spell 
Did you do pretty well on the first round? Fifteen out of 
twenty would be a good score, Your score on the second round 
will probably be a little lower, Hut see for yourself. Check 
the one word that is spelled rig/itf in each of the following 

gro«P« 

1. (a) batallion, (b) unihike, (c) alright, 

! (d) questionnaire, (e) geneology 

2. (a) beneficent, (b) innoculate, (c) proffessor, 

: (d) irresistable, (e) parralel 

3. (a) conscienseious, (b) diserimanate, (c). ecstasy, 

■ (d) ocurrcnce, (e) exhilirate 

4. (a) embarrassment, (b) sacreligious, 

I (c) superintendant, (d) tarriff, (e) supercede 

5. (a) benifieent, (b) genealogy, (c) inocculate, 

[ (d) ecstaey, (e) battallion 

6. (a) annihilate, (b) descriminate, (c) alright, 

i (d) consientious, (e) occurence 

l 7. (a) proifexor, (b) embarassment, (c) puralell, 

) (tl) quest ion are, (e) irresistible 

8, (a) saerelegious, (b) tariff, (c) superseed, 
i (d) suporrintemlant, (e) exhillirate 

| 9. (a) all right, (b) annihillate, (c) questionaire, 

(d) conscienshus, (e) descriminate 

10. (a) benefksent, (b) battalion, (c) extassy, (d) tarrif, 

(e) exillirate 

11. (a) geneallogy, (b) inocullate, (c) iresistable, 

(d) occurrence, (e) paralel 

12. (a) embarressmenl, (b) superceed, 

(c) superinttendant, (d) prolfesor, (e) sacrilegious 

1 13. (a) conscientious, .(b) discrimminate, (c) annihalate, 

(d) allrite, (e) benetlicent 

14. (a) batalion, (b) ecstassy, (c) embarassment, 

(d) exhilarate, (e) genialogy, 

15. (a) taraff, (b) supersede, (c) sacrillegious, 

(d) innoculate, (e) iresistable 
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16. (;t) occunanco, (6) paralK'l. (e) proilcsser, 

(,d) questionuair, (t 1 ) supenintf-ndaiit 

17. (a) alrite, (h) batlalyon, (c) 'discriminate, (d) extacy 
(e) saereiligious 

,18. (a) superintendent, (b) supercede, (c) questionairc 
(d) parrallel, (e) iniioceulate 

19. (a) bcnefiioent, (b) lam'll, (e) professor 
(d) ocuronce, (e) irressistihle 

20. (it) anihulale, (b) eonscienceoiis, (e) emharassment 
(A) exi Ilia rate, (e) inoculate 


l*d (questionnaire), 2-;i (henefimit), 3-e (ecstasy), 4- a 
(embarrassment), 5-b (genealogy), H it (annihilate), 7-e 
(irresistible), 8-b (tariff), 9-a (all right), 10-1? (battalion),-. 
11(1 (occurrence), 12-e (sacrilegious), I ‘la (conscientious), 
14-cl (exhilarate), 15-1) (supersede), 16-b (parallel), J.7-e 
(discriminate), 18-a (superintendent), 19-c (professor), 2,0-e 
(inoculate) 


Words That Stump Teachers 
Tills round is somewhat harder than the second round. 
Several of the words in Ilie following list liave occasionally 
stumped even high school and college touchers, flow many 
pi them have stumped you in the past? One of the spellings 
for each of the words in this list is eom-d, and the other is 
incorrect. Cheek a or b, whichever spelling you think is 
correct; 


1. innocuous 

2, disappear 
8; vacillate ■ 

4, dilettante. 

5. pharoaii 

6. consensus 

7, - innuendo' 


9. abstention 


b 

(nocuous 

disappear 

viu’filiate 

dilleiante 

pharaoh 

concensus 

iimt'iidii 


13. iridescent 

ivridescent 

14. apelluticm 

appellation 

15. guttural 

gutteral 

18. colonnade 

collonade 

17. phleirt 

phlegm 

18. villainy 

villany 

19. suppoena 

subpoena 

20. hidrangea 

hydrangea 

21. moccasin 

mocassin. 

22. altogether 

alltogether 

23. Brittanic 

Britannic 

24. catarrh 

cattarh 

25. delapidated 

dilapidated 

26. fuselage 

fusillage 

27. fuselade 

fusillade 

28. gaseous 

gasseous 

29. incidently 

incidentally 

30. secreterial 

secretarial 


— Answers — 

1-a, 2-h, 3-a, 4-a, 5-b, 6-a, 7-a, 8-b, 9-a, 10-b, U-a, 12-b, 
13-a, 14-1), 15-a, 18-a, 17-1), 18-a, 10-b, 20-b, 21-a, 22-a, 23-b, 
24-a, 25-b, 26-a, 27-b, 28-a, 29-b, 30-b 

Did you get twenty out of the thirty? Then you are a 
pretty good speller. Did you get twenty-five or more? In that 
ease you are. almost an expert. But watch out for the next 
round, where you will meet some real demons. 


Try to Get the Spelling 

I will give the pronunciation and the definition of each of 
the words in this round, and you try to get the spelling: 

1. sit-a-KOE-sis, a parrot disease communicable to hu¬ 
mans 

2. NICE, a granite-like kind of rock 

3. her-BAY-shus, having the characteristics of 


12. liquify 







8. sap-n-NAY-shus, resembling soap, soapy, slippery 

9. neimON-ik, assisting the memory 

10. DES-wc-tade, state of being no longer in use 

'll, i-dee-o-SIN-kra-sce, a peculiarity of temperament, ec¬ 
centricity 

12. im-BHOE (to rhyme with foe)-lee-owe, a serious mis¬ 
understanding or an intricate situation 

13. AN-si-ler-ee, subordinate or auxiliary 

14, KOO-ehook, or koo-GIIOOK, India rubber, pure rub- ■! 

her 4 I 

15, JOUR (to rhyme with hour), an infidel (a Turkish j 

word referring to anyone who is not a Mohammedan) ! 

Answer,v-*~ 

1-psittacosis, 2-gneiss, 3-herbaceous, 4-gnostic, 5-ptarmi¬ 
gan, 6>prestidigitator, 7-psyllium, 8-saponaeeuus, 9-mneinonic, 
10-clesuetude, 11-idiosyncrasy, 12-imbroglio, 13-ancillary, | 
14-caoutcliouc, 15-giaour 

How many of these did you get? Five? Loss? Never mind, 
you know them all now. And you can have lots of fun trying 
them on your friends. 

But here conies perhaps the stillest list of them all, 

E 

More of the Same 

Just ail in the fourth round, I will give you the pronunci¬ 
ations and the definitions, and you spell the words: 

L TIZ-ik, consumption, tuberculosis 

2. DELL-wnim, or DELL-yum, a gum resin 

3. si-RQWE-sis, a disease of the liver 

4. HAR-ik-owe, a slew of lamb or mutton with vegetables 

5. ?ash*ee-o*si-NAY-shnn, a piece of reasoning, a train of 

thought f 

6. AP-o-thcm (the th is pronounced as in think), a short, j 
pithy and instructive saying, a maxim 

7. scr-Al-yoe (to rhyme with foe), a harem 

8. or-DUV-r (pronounce the « as in urge), a kind of 
appetizer 

9. GUR-kin, a small cucumber 

10. GUlklun, a reward 

/ML SE-i-jee, a joining together'—a term used in astron¬ 
omy, grammar, mathematics and zoology 



12. SAWL-ter-ee, a musical instrument mentioned in the 
Bible 

13. HEM-o-rij, a flow of blood from the blood vessels 

14. fi-LOJ-i-nus, fond of women 

15. fa-ri-NAY-shus, referring to a diet that consists of meal 
or flour 

— Answers — 

1-phthisie, 2-bdellium, 3-cirrhosis, 4-haricot, 5-ratiocina- 
tion, 6-apophthegm, or apothegm, 7-seraglio, 8-hors d’oeuvre; 
plural, hors d’oeuvres, pronounced the same as the singular, 
9-gherkin, 10-guerdon, 11-syzygy, 12-psaltery, 13-hemor¬ 
rhage, or haemorrhage, 14-philogynous, 15-farinaceous 

Before we leave tliis game, let’s have a look at the longest 
English word listed in Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. This 
word, antidimtahlishnmtarimiim, has 28 letters. Actually, 
there are a few medical terms which contain a greater num¬ 
ber of letters, but these terms are Greek or Latin compounds 
of the names of chemicals used in certain drags, 

So remember an4MUs»es4ab4ish-men-TAY-ri~an4sm as a 
handy word to spring on your friends. It denotes opposition 
to the doctrine of withdrawing state patronage from an estab¬ 
lished church. 

And by the way, do you remember the old joke of your 
school days? It goes something like this: 

“What is the longest word in the English language?” 

“The longest word is smiles.’’ 

“Why?”' 

“Because there is a mile between the first letter and the 
last.” 


1 
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WORDS THAT TRIP THE TONGUE 

t 

YOUR TELLTALE SPEECH 

The way you talk may reveal a good deal about yon. At the j 
very least, it indicates where you come from. For example, j 

when I was in high school at Boston, a new hoy came into | 

the class just after New Year's Day. W« had a geometry j 

lesson, The teacher called upon the boy to define circle and 
point. The boy gave excellent definitions, but he referred to 
these-terms as.soiclc and pernt . We know at once that our 
new classmate had moved to Boston from a certain district 
in Brooklyn. 

Contrariwise, if you ask an educated New Yorker the way | 

to Central Pahk, he’ll know that you are a native of Boston, j 

But if you ask him the way to Central Pawrk, he'll guess j 

correctly that you probably come from the Midwest or the 
West. 

How do you pronounce the word tmrP If you’re a New j 
Englander, you call it wee; a Philadelphian, vuhz; a South- j 
emer, vatez. 

Have you ever run into a person who pronounces j or soft j 

g like .t/— Do you like yinycr-uk, by yimimj? Ho doesn’t have j 

to explain that he is a Scandinavian; and if ‘e hash a police- j 

man to 'alp m because V ’m 1mm 'dd hup, the intelligent 
listener will recognize him as a Cockney visitor from London. 

Suppose someone tells you he wants to take his "vile vookn 
mater out of do vardroh t.” You may be fairly certain he’s an 
immigrant from Germany, or nearby parts. What, however, 
is the nationality of tin; person who says, chaise lounge for 
chaise longue, togedder for together , and dincha - for didn't 
you ? He may well be a native American—but we would not 
judge him to have had much education. 

By the way you speak, you may create an impression that 
is good, bad, or .indifferent Naturally, what you say is more 
important than how you say it, but dear, correct speech will 


immediately win you the respect of your listeners, whether or 
not they agree with what you say. 

MUTED AND MUTILATED SOUNDS 

When we come across new words in our reading, we can¬ 
not always be sure how we should pronounce them. As we 
noted in Chapter 19, the spelling is often different from the 
sound. 

There are too many silent letters in our written vocabu¬ 
lary. For example, if r-o-u-g-h is pronounced ruff, why isn’t 
p-bo-u-g-h pronounced fluff? It is the silent gh (plus die 
varying vowel sound) in many words—like brougham , 
drought, thorough, slaughter, fraught— that makes them so 
difficult for some people to pronounce as well as to spell, 

DID SHAKESPEARE SPEAK IRISH? 

One reason why unfamiliar English words are so hard to 
pronounce or spell—and therefore hard to learn—is that our 
language is closely linked to its past. The spelling of many 
words was fixed long ago. It may accurately record the pro¬ 
nunciation of three or five hundred years bade—tire pronunci¬ 
ation of a different time and place, not of here and now. 
Pronunciation keeps changing from time to time. For exam¬ 
ple, spoken English in Shakespeare’s day was quite different 
from spoken English today. In the opinion of many scholars, 
the Englishmen of the Elizabethan era—men like Bacon and 
Shakespeare—pronounced their words with an “Irish” brogue. 
And Chaucer, a major literary figure of the fourteenth cen¬ 
tury in England, was, as Bernard Shaw remarked, a great 
poet, but “he spoke English with a foreign accent.” 

Here are just a few specimens of English words that were 
spoken with a “foreign accent” in the past: 

Folk was formerly spoken with an audible l 

England was formerly pronounced with a short e sound 
at the start. 

blame was formerly pronounced NAHM-uh. 

House was once pronounced HOOS. 

Comb formerly had a different vowel sound, and the b was 
sounded; the word was pronounced KAWMB. 

In words like simple and angle, the final c was sounded; 
so, too, was the g h in a word like plough, where it was pro¬ 
nounced like the ch in the German word ach. , 

English is a living language, and living things are always 
subject to development and change, It is only the dead lanl 









(mages whose pronunciation has been mummified into a rigid I 
system of inflexible sounds. The living languages, on the other i 
hand, keep varying with the variety of the human tongues i 
that utter them. Pronunciation is not a science, hut an art, ! 
“In matters of pronunciation," declared Professor Thomas R. i 
Lounsbury, “one thoroughly educated man is as good an ! 
authority as another.” 

The thing to do, then, is to adopt the pronunciation ap¬ 
proved by the greatest number of the best authorities. This is 
wliat we are trying to do in the present hook, 

SIMPLE GUIDES TO CORRECT PRONUNCIATION 

First of all, here arc a few simple rules on which all the I 
authorities agree: 

1. Many words are differently accented when they are used I 
as different parts of speech. In general, they have the accent j 
on the ftrsl syllable when used as nouns: on the second syl* | 
lable when used as verbs. Thus: 


'Noun 

Verb 

CONduet 

cimDUGT 

CONscript 

cooSCRIPT 

CONtest 

conTEST 

CONversc 

cnnVERSE 

CONvict 

conVICT 

CONvoy 

con VO Y 

DEscrt 

dt-SERT 

Object 

obJECT 

PREvicw 

prcVIEW 

PROjeet 

proJECT 

PROtest 

proTEST 

SUBjcct 

subJECT 


3, There are three ways to pronounce the consonant com¬ 
bination, fig; 

ng as in bring, in which the g is somewhat slurred 
as in clangor, in which the g is distinctly pronounced 
ng as in fringe, in which the g is sounded like j 

A. Use the slurred ng sound as in bring when you find 
these two letters—mg-at the end of a word: 

among . making 
fling ping-pong 

gripping sing 


hang swing 

king thong 

B. Retain the slurred tig sound as in bring when you add 
a suffix to words such as those included in List A above: 

flinging ( not fling-ging) 
hanging (not hang-ging) 
singing (not sing-ging) 

To this rale there are a few exceptions: 

long-ger ( not longer) 
strong-ger (not stronger) 
young-ger (not younger) 

C. Pronounce ng as in fringe in words tliat end in nge: 

binge hinge plunge 

change lounge revenge 

cringe orange twinge 

3. The pronunciation of a and the. The article a is pro¬ 
nounced like u in hut, and it is used only before words tliat 
begin with a consonant sound: a (u) book, a (u) dollar, a 
(u) union (pronounced as though the first letter were y). 

The article the is pronounced like thee when it is used 
before a word that begins with a vowel sound: the (thee) 
apple, the (thee) egg, die (thee) opera, 

The is pronounced like thhk when it is used before a word 
that begins with a consonant sound: the (thuh) pencil, the 
(thuh) table, the (thuh) water, 

4. Don’t “swallow” any letters or syllables in such words 
as the following: 


lligjit 

Wrong 

correct 

e'rect 

federal 

fed'ral 

liability 

li'bility 

perhaps 

p'raps 

poem 

pome 

recognize 

rcco'nize 

restaurant 

resfrant 

strength 

, stren'th 

superstition 

sup'stition 

suppose 

s'poso 

temperature 

tempcr'tnre 


l 


220 


221 



5. Don’t put any extra 
they don’t belong: 

letters or syllables into words where 

RijjJit 

Wrong 

across 

athletic 

aerosst 

athelctic 

burglar 

bargain* 

chimney 

chimeney 

column 

eolyumn 

drowned 

dnmmded 

elm 

ellum 

fiend 

fecund 

hindrance 

lunderance 

mayoralty 

muyorality 

translate 

transalate 

umbrella 

umberella 

6, Don’t use "illiterate 
talk: 

pronunciations in your everyday 

Right 

Wrong 

Atlantic 

Alminic 

audience 

aujcuco 

butter 

budda 

buying 
could you 

buyin’ 

couldja 

don’t you 

dniichu 

drawing 

drawring 

going to 

gonna 

got to 

goddu 

journey 
let him 

choinoy 

led’m 

lot me 

lemma 

let’s go 

less go 

ought to 

odda 

something 

sumpin 

spoil 

sperl 

third 

toiil 

want to 

wanna 

what do yon mean wadjameen 

will you 

willyor 

would you 

wonldja. 


7. Here are the correct pronunciations of 50 place names 
that are frequently mispronounced: 


Ankara, capital of Turkey: AHN-ka-ra 

Ajaccio, the Corsican birthplace of Napoleon: a-YAT-cho 

Boston: HOSS-ton, not BAWS-ton 

Butte: BEWT 

Calaveras, a river in California: kal-a-VAY-ras 
Canaan, the promised land of the Israelites: KAY-nan 
Canberra, a city in Australia': KAN-ber-a 
Cannes, a French winter resort: KAN 
Chaleidice, a Greek peninsula: kal-SID-i-see 
' Champlain, a lake between New York and Vermont: sham- 
PLAIN 

Chickainauga, a battlefield in the Civil War: cliik-a- 
MAW-ga 

Delhi, India: DELL-ee, to rhyme with Nellie 

Des Moines, Iowa: de MOIN 

Derwent, name of several rivers in England: DUR-went 

Edinburgh: ED-in-buh-ruh 

Eiffel: EYE-fel 

Eire, another name for Erin or Ireland: AIR-a 
Eolus, a mountain in Colorado: EE-o-lus 
Genoa: JEN-oh-a 
Gloucester: GLOS-tcr 
Gobi Desert: GO-bce 

Gravesend, a district in the borough of Brooklyn: GRAVE- 
/.end 

Greenwich, Connecticut: GREN-itch, GRIN-witch, 
GREEN-witch: Greenwich, England: GREN-ij 
Houston: IlEW-stun 

Hyderabad, a state in India: high-der-a-BAD 
La Jolla, California: lah IIAW-ya 
La Junta, Colorado: lab HOON-ta 
Mojave: mo-HAII-vay 
Nez Perce, Idaho: NAY per-SAY 
Niger River, in West Africa: NIGH-jer 
Peiping: pay-PING 

Rio de Janeiro: REE-oh-day-zha-NAY-ro (zh like s in 
pleasure) 

Rio Grande, boundary river between Texas and Mexico: 
RKE-o-GRANday 

Salisbury, Massachusetts: SAWLZ-bree 
Sandringham, British royal residence: SAND-ring-am 
San Joaquin, California: san Wah-KEEN 
San Juan: sail HWAN I 

223 • 1 



Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan: soosaint-ma-HEE . 

Spokane, Washington: spo-KAN 
Thailand, another name for Siam: TlE-lahnd 
Tucson: too-SUN 
Vladivostok: vla-di-vos-TOK 
Worcester: WOOS-ter 
Yosemite: yoh-SEM-i-tce 

And here, as an extreme example of our rather illogical 
pronunciation, are the names of two American towns—associ¬ 
ate the sounds with the spelling if you can: 

Siaseonset, Now York: SKON-sit 
Sluiwangunk, New York: SHON-gum 


Time out for the .Eighteendi Word Game 
HOW IS YOIJE PRONUNCIATION? 

It is amazing how many people who ought to know hotter 
are careless about: their pronunciation, Ami this carelessness 
applies even to some of our leading radio and television 
announcers. Within n single week 1 have heard the following 
words mispronounced in various broadcasts and telecasts; 

ephemeral grimace 

lingerie finis 

impoteney cerebral 

bestial Uranus 

What about yourself? Do you know how to pronounce the 
above words, and the dozens of other words that are all too 
frequently mispronounced? 

Let’s see, In this game you arc going to play with a hun¬ 
dred words, arranged according to the difficulty of their pro¬ 
nunciation.. The words in the first round are fairly easy to 
pronounce; those in the second round arc a little harder; and 
those in the third' round are the most likely to trip-you up. 
, Yet even the first round contains a number of "tricky" 
words. So watch outl 

: (Note: You will find brief definitions-after the less familiar 
words in this game.) 


A 

Check the correct pronunciation of the following words: 


1. museum: (a) MYOO-zee-um, (b) myoo-ZEE-um 

2. library: (a) LYE-bre-ree, (b) LYE-be-ree 

3. February: (a) FEB-roo-er-ee, (b) FEB-you-er-ee 

4. visage: (a) VISS-ij, (b) VIZ-ij 

5. mischievous: (a) miss-CHEE-vee-us, 

(b) MISS-chi-vuss 

6. athletic: (a) ath-e-LET-ik, (b) ath-LET-ik 

7. film: (a) FILL-um, (b) FILM 

8. length: (a) LENGTH, (b) LENTH 

9. genuine: (a) JEN-you-in, (b) JEN-you-wine 

10. aviator: (a) AY (as in d«j/)-vee-ay-ter, 

(b) AW-ee-ay-ter 

11. elm: (a) ELL-um, (b) ELM 

12. grievous: (a) GREE-vus, (b) GREE-vee-us 

13. percolator: (a) PER-ko-lay-ter, (b) PER-kyo-lay-ter 

14. preferable: (a) PREF-er-a-bl, (b) pre-FER-a-bl 

15. accessory: (a) a-SESS-o-ree, (b) ak-SESS-o-ree, 

(c) AK-sess-o-ree 

16. combatant: (a) KOM-bat-ant, (b) kom-BAT-ant 

17. dirigible: (a) di-RIJ-i-bl, (b) DIR-i-ji-bl 

18. coupon: (a) KOO-pon, (b) KEW-pon, (c) koo-PONG 

19. human: (a) HEW-man, (b) YGU-man 


20. eczema: (a) ek-ZEE-ma, (b) EK-ze-ma, (c) EK-se-ma 

21. inclement: (a) in-KLEM-ent, (b) iN-klem-ent 

22. adversary: (a) AD-ver-se-ree, (b) ad-VERSE-e-ree 

23. incorrigible: (a) in-kor-RIJ-i-bl, (b) in-KOR-ij-i-bl 

24. infamous: (a) IN-fam-us, (b) in-FAME-us 

25. oblique: (a) ob-LEEK, (b) ob-LIKE 

26. intricacy: (a) in-TRICK-a-see, (b) IN-tri-ka-see 

27. lamentable: (a) la-MEN-ta-bl, (b) LAM-en-ta-bl 

28. pecan: (a) pe-KAN, (b) PEA-kan 

29. radiator: (a) RAY-dee-ay-ter, (b) RAD-ee-ay-ter 

30. relapse: (a) REE-laps, (b) re-LAPS 

31. sedentary: (a) SED-en-ter-ee, (b) se-DEN-ter-ee 

32. tumult: (a) TOO-mult, (b) TEW-mult 

33. villain: (a) VIL-yun, (b) VIL-in 

34. status: (a) STAY-tus, (b) STAT-us 

—Answers— 

1-b, 2-a, 3-a, 4-b, 5-b, 6-b, 7-b, 8-a, 9-a, -10-a, 11-b, 12-a, 



22-a, 23-b, 24-a, 25-a (b in'military use), 26 b, 27-b, 28-a, 
29-a, 30-b, 31-a, 32-b, 33-b, 34-a 

Did you pronounce 25 or more out of the 34 words cor¬ 
rectly? Then you are a better orthoepist (OR-tho-ep-ist, or 
or-THO-ep-ist) than the average high school graduate. (The 
word orthoepist means a person shilled in pronunciation.) 

But now comes the second round, consisting of words that 
are not quite so easy. 

B 

See if you can get at least 25 of the following 38 words. As 
in Round A, check the pronunciations which you think are 
correct: 

1. vice versa: (a) VEE-che VUR-sa, (b) VICE VUR-sa, 
(c) VIE-se VUR-sa 

2. bestial: (a) BES-chal, (b) BEAST-yal, (c) REST-yal 

3. thyme (one of the mint plants) : (a) TIME, 
(b)THIME 

4. efficacy (power to produce effects): (a) cf-FIK-a-see, 
(b) EF-fi-ka-seci 

5. impotent: (a) IM-po-tent, (b) hn-POE-tent 

8. impotency: (a) im-PQE-ten-see, (b) TM-po-ten-see 

7. valorous: (a) vaI-OWE-ru.y(b) VAL-er-us 

8. ephemeral (existing only for a day): (a) cf-e-MER-al, 
(b.) ef-EM-er-al, (c) ef-EEM-er-al 

9. dolorous (grievous, causing pain): (a) DOL-er-us, 

(b) do-LQR-us, (c) DOE-ler-us 

10. Belial (Satan): (a) Be-LIE-al, (b) BEE-lee-al, 

(c) BEEL-yal 

11, machination (an artful plot): (a) rnasb-in-AY-shun, 
(b) inak-in-AY-shun, (c) MATCH-in-AY-shun 

12, irrevocable (past recall): (a) ir-REV-o-ka-bl. 

(b) ir-re-VOKE-able 

13, lingerie: (a) lon-zhe-RAY, (b) kn-zho-RAY, 

(c) kn-zne-REE 

14. inebriate (intoxicated): (a) in-EE-bri-ato, 

(b) in-EB-ri-ate 

15. adjudicate (to adjudge, to act as judge): 

(a) ad-JUD-i-kate, (b) ad-JOOD-i-kate 

18. acumen (keenness of mind): (a) a-KEW-men, 

(b) AK-y on-men 

17. verbatim: (a) ver-BAY-tim, (b) ver-BAT-im 
228 


18. sachem (a chief): (a) SATCH-em, (b) SACK-em, 

(c) SAY-tchem 

19. clandestine (kept secret by craft): (a) KLAN-des-tine, 
(b) klan-DES-tin 

20. culinary: (a) KULL-in-er-ee, (b) KEW-lin-er-ee 

21. heinous (hateful): (a) HE-in-us, (b) HANE-us 

22. gratis: (a) GRAY-tiss, (b) GRAT-iss 

23. chiropodist (a foot doctor): (a) kigh-ROP-o-dist, 

(b) CHlR-op-o-dist 

24. somnolent (sleepy): (a) som-NG-lent, 

(b) SOM-no-lent 

25. impious: (a) IM-pee-us, (b) im-PIE-us 

26. indefatigable (not yielding to fatigue): 

(a) in-de-FAT-i-ga-bl, (b) in-de-fa-TIG-a-bl 

27. longevity (length of life): (a) long-EV-i-ti, 

(b) lon-JEV-i-ti 

28. robust: (a) ro-BUST, (b) ROE-bust 

29. disheveled: (a) dis-HEV-eld, (b) di-SHEV-eld 

30. dishabille (a loose negligee): (a) dis-a-BEEL, 

(b) dish-u-BEEL 

31. grimace: (a) GRlM-iss, (b) grim-AGE 

32. secretive: (a) se-KREE-tiv, (b) SEE-kre-tiv 

33. .Uranus' (one of the major planets): (a) YOU-ra-nus, 
(b) you-RAY-uus 

34. cerebral: (a) SER-e-bral, (b) .se-REE-bral 

33. comparable: (a) COM-par-a-bl, (b) com-PAR-a-bl 

36. respite (interval of rest): (a) re-SPITE, (b) RES-pit 

- -Answers— 

1-c. 2-a and c, 3-a, 4-b, 5-a, 6-b, 7-b, 8-b, 9-a and c, 10-b 
and c, 11-b, 12-a, 13-c, 14-a, 3,5-b, 16-a, 17-a, 18-c, 19-b, 
20-b, 21-b, 22-a or b, 23-a, 24-h, 25-a, 26-a, 27-b, 28-a, 29-b, 
30-a, 31-b, 32-a, 33-a, 34-a, 35-a, 36-b 

Have you made a score of 25 out of 36, or better? In that 
event, you have good reason to be proud of your speech. Yp| 
may be prouder still if you can handle most of the words in 
the next round. The average college graduate will get about 
15 out of the 30 words in Round C. 

- . C, : v : 

Check the correct pronunciation for each of the following 
words: 





1. gondola: (a) gon-DOLE-a, (I.) CON-do la 

2. flaccid (flabby), (a) FLAS-sid, (b) FLAK-sid 

3. vagaiy (a caprice): (a) VAG-a-ree, (b) va GAY-ree 

4. precedent, noun: (a) pre-SEE-dent, (b) PEESS-klent 

5. precedent, adjective: (a) PKKSS-i-clent, 

(b) pre-SEE-dent 

fi. dour (hard, severe): (a) rhymes with hour, (b) 
rhymes with poor 

7. congeries (a heap): (a) KON-gur-eoz, 

(b) kon-JEER-oe-eez 

8. :|iitipodes (the exact opposite): (a) AN-ti-podes, 

(b) an-TIP-owe-deez 

9. lascivious (lewd, lustful): (a) la-SHI V-ee-us, 

(b) las-SIV-ee-us 

10. finis: (a) FIN-is, (b) FIGIT-nis 

11. eighth: (a) AYTH, (b) ATK-th 

12. succinct (concise, compressed); (a) sns-SINKT, 

■(b) suk-SINKT 

13. ignominy (disgrace): (a) ig-NOMdu-ee, 

(b) IG-no-rnin-ee 

14. anathema (a ban .or curse): (a) an-a-THEEM*a, 

(b) an-ATH-e-ma 

15. diphtheria: (a) dip-THEE-rce-a, (Is) dii‘-TIlEE*ree-a 

16. splenetic (depressed, melancholy): (a) sple-NET-ik, 
(b) SPLEN-et-ik 

17. palanquin: (a) paban-K'EEN, fb) pal-AN-kwin 

18. vinous: (a) VIGB-nus, (b) VIN-ns 

19. satiety (excessive gratification): (a) su-TiCH-c-tee, 
(b) SAY-she-a-tee 

20. piquant (tart, pungent): (a) PEA-katit, (b) pe-KANT 

21. adjunct (an appendage or a colleague): (a) AJ-imkt, 
•(b) a«JUNKT 

22. appositeness (appropriateness): (a) AP-podf-nessy 
(b) ap-POZ-it-ness 

23. acclimatize: (a) a-KEIME-at-ize, (b) Afvlim-nt-ize 

24. credence: (a) KREE-dens, (b) KRKDens 

25. dotage: (a) DOE-tij, (b) DOT-ij 

26. lichen; (a) l.IKE-en, (b) UTCH-on 

27. remediable: (a) re-MEE-dee-a-bl, (b) RKM-e-dee-a-bl 

28. inchoate (to begin): (a) in-KOE-it, (h) ni CIIOlvato 

29. sepulchral: (a) se-PUL (to rhyme with dull)- krai, 

(b) SEP-ul-kral 

30. viscount: (a) VIGH-connt, (b) VIS-cwmt 


—Answers — 

The words numbered 1 to. 15 are pronounced in accord¬ 
ance with h; those numbered 16 to 30, in accordance with a, 
Don’t l»c perturbed if you have not done too well in this 
game. As suggested, it really is a hard one. We rarely hear 
many of these words spoken, so it is easy to go wrong on 
them. When in doubt about any pronunciation or definition 
or point of grammatical usage, be sure to consult a good 
dictionary. Webster's Unabridged Dictionary has been our 
final authority in this game. 






PHRASES, CLAUSES, AND SENTENCES [ 

Are the two following sentences correct or incorrect? 

1, Everybody went to the party but him. 

2. His sister was older than he. j 

These two sentences, as you probably remember from your j 

Study of Chapter 18, arc correct. Can you tell the reason I 

why? This, too, you should be able to answer from what you j 

learned in Chapter 18. 

In the first sentence, but is a preposition which forms a j 
phrase with the objective pronoun him. 

In the second sentence, than is usually interpreted as a } 

conjunction which joins two chuscs—llis sister urn older j 

than he [was). . j 

But what are phrases and ■ douses? 

.They are groups of words-combined into parts of sentences, 

■ A phrase is a related group of words which docs not con¬ 
tain a subject and a verb. The following, for example, are 
phrases: 

a group of ..words ■, 

the taming of the shrew 
sweets to the sweet 
: parting of the ways 
V a. filing of beauty. 

: but him 

: A clause is a'group of. words which does contain a 'subject 
and a verb, For example: 

and he came later . *. 

or it will never lx; done 
but ( conjunction) he will not consent 
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when Eisenhower was elected President 
which he sent to his mother 

Phrases and clauses are parts of sentences. A whole sen¬ 
tence is a group of words that contains a completed thought, 
So far, this is easy enough. But the structure of the sen¬ 
tence, with its combination of phrases and clauses, is not 
always so easy. So let us consider the different kinds of sen¬ 
tences, the common errors in their formation, and the general 
principles that govern their correct usage. 

FOUR KINDS OF SENTENCES 
Every sentence contains two basic elements—the subject 
and the predicate. Some sentences contain a single subject 
and a single predicate; others contain two or more subjects 
and two or more predicates. The subject of a sentence, you 
will recall, is the person, thing, or idea you are talking about. 
The predicate is what you are saying about the subject. 1 

1. A sentence that contains a single subject and predicate 
is a simple sentence. 

Example: 

Eisenhower was elected President of the United States 
in 1952. 

Tlio above sentence has several phrases; but it has only one 
subject, Eisenhower, and only one predicate, was elected 
President of the United States in 1952. You will find little 
difficulty with this type of sentence, So let us go on to the 
other types. 

2. A sentence that contains more than one subject and 
predicate—that is, more than one clause—joined by the con¬ 
junction and , or, hut, for, or. nor, is a compound sentence. 

Example; 

In 1952 Eisenhower was elected President, and Nixon 
was elected Vice-President; but Stevenson and Sparkman 
were defeated. 

This sentence contains three co-ordinate clauses—that is, 
clauses of equal grammatical order or importance—each of 
which could be a simple sentence: 

In 1952 Eisenhower was-elected President, 

Nixon was elected Vice-President. 

Stevenson and Sparkman were defeated. 
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When yen use a compound sentence of co-ordinate clauses 
he sure that your co-ordination is grammatically logical, The 
following sentence, for example, is wrong; 

A good man mpccis his neighbors and never mkme a 
quarrel with them. 

Change the sentence to read; 

A good man respects his neighbors and never seeks a 
quarrel with them. 

In the following anecdote, there is one incorrect sentence. 
See i! yon can spot it and make the correction: 

A corpulent and exhausted shopper at Macv’s found her¬ 
self pushed to the rear of a crowded elevator. Glancing 
back, she was delighted to see a small brown scat in the 
corner. She sank down upon it thankfully, hut it bursting 
into a loud yolk The seat turned out to be a little boy in a 
brown bract. 

The Incorrect sentence is; She sank down upon it thank¬ 
fully, but it bursting into a loud yell. 

Correct: it to read: She sank down upon it thankfully, but 
it burst into a loud yell. 

Errors in the compound sentence are not too frequent. 
Much more common are those committed in the next two 
typos. 

3. A Sentence whoso clauses are connected by conjunctions 
other than and, but, or, for, or nor is usually a complex sen¬ 
tence. 

Example; 

Eisenhower was elected by an overwhelming majority 
when he ran for the Presidency in 1952. 

This complex sentence contains one principal clause, Eisen¬ 
hower ms elected hi / an overwhelming majority, and one 
subordinate clause, when ha ran for the Presidency in 1952. 

4. The most complicated type of sentence is a combination 
of co-ordinate clauses which are connected by the co-ordi¬ 
nating conjunctions and, but. or, for , or nor, and of .subordi¬ 
nate clauses which arc connected by the subordinating con¬ 
junctions, that , if, when, although, where, why, since, be- 
iCawtc, unless, and the like. 


Example: , 

Eisenhower was elected by an overwhelming majority 
and most of the Republican candidates were swept into 
office when many of the voters decided that it was time for 
a change. 

This sentence has four clauses: 

Eisenhower was elected by an overwhelming majority 

and most of the Republican candidates were swept into 
office 

when many of the voters decided 

that it was time for a change 

The second clause, introduced by the co-ordinating con¬ 
junction and, makes the sentence compound. , 

The third and the fourth clauses, introduced by the sub-| 
ordinating conjunctions when and that, make the sentence' 
complex, 

Please note that the words by, into, of, and between are 
not conjunctions introducing clauses, but prepositions used 
in phrases. 

AVOID SLOVENLY SENTENCES 
Here are some of the pitfalls that you must avoid in the 
usage of the complex and die compound-complex sentences. 

1. Don’t confuse clauses with phrases. Don’t say, for exam¬ 
ple: 

Referring to Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Smith said, “1 wish I werel 
rich like she.” 5 

The word like is a preposition which takes the objective 
case in the phrase like her. Correct the sentence to read: 

Referring to Mrs. Jones, Mrs, Smith said, “I wish I were 
rich like her.” 

2. Don’t use an incorrect complex sentence where a sim¬ 
ple sentence is required. Don’t say: 

A tornado is where a whirlwind blows under a funnel- 
shaped cloud. 

Or: 

A tie in a game is when the scores are equal. 
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Tlio above errors are due to the substitution of subordinat¬ 
ing conjunctions (where and when) lor nouns. Correct the 
sentences to read: 

A tornado is a whirlwind under a funnel-shaped cloud. 

A tic in a game is an equal score, 

3. Don’t mix tip your constructions hi compound-complex 
sentences. The following sentence, for example, is wrong: 

. | should like to know how lie came so quickly and did 
he take a taxi. 

The two parallel things you would like to know should 
have parallel constructions. Correct the sentence as follows:' 

I should like to know how lie came so quickly and 
whether he took a taxi. 

4. Don’t lose track of your construction in a compound- 
complex sentence, Can you tell, for example, why the follow* 
ing sentence is wrong? 

She invited my brother and my sister to the party, and 
she invited even the girl who had taken her finned away 
from her, but never I, who had done her so many favors. 

The pronoun I should he changed to me. the object of the 
verb invited. Don’t let the distance between the subject and 
the object mislead you into the wrong case. 

5. Don’t use the expression no sooner . . . when in sen¬ 
tences such as the following: 

I had no sooner arrived when lie asked me. for a loan. 

The error in the above sentence is the result of contusing 
two ways of expressing the same idea. Father ut the billowing 
two constructions will enable von to correct the sentence: 

I had hardly (or scarcely) arrived when hi; asked me 
for a loan. 

I had no sootier arrived than he asked me for a loan. 

But the combination of no sooner with when is incorrect. 

6. Don’t make a subordinate clause look (incorrectly) like 
a co-ordinate clause through the insertion of the wrong con¬ 
junction. The following anecdote, for example, has one incor¬ 
rect clause. Sec if you can spot it ; 
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. A famous biologist, who had unsuccessfully tried to teach 
a monkey to play ball, and who decided as a last resort to 
leave the little animal alone in a room with a bat and a 
ball He closed the door, waited a moment, and then, very 
quietly, stooped and peered through the keyhole. 

He found himself staring into an intent brown eye, The 
monkey was no less curious than he. 

To correct the grammatical error in this anecdote, omit the 
words and who before the word decided, in the first sentence. 

7. Don’t omit the connectives that introduce subordinate 
clauses. The following sentence is wrong: 

The worst thing about history every time it repeats itself 
the price goes up. 

The corrected sentence should read: 

The worst thing about history is that every time it re¬ 
peats itself the price goes up. 

A comma might be substituted for that, and the sentence 
would be equally correct. 

8. Don’t mix up your subjects in the clauses of a complex 
sentence. One of the sentences in the following anecdote con¬ 
tains such a mix-up. Can you spot it? 

A candidate for county sheriff was canvassing for votes 
in a small town in Oklahoma. After he had delivered an 
impassioned campaign speech to a prospective voter, the 
man was asked for his vote, 

“Well, sir,” said the voter, “you are my second choice.” 

The candidate, concluding that he could easily eliminate 
the voter’s first choice by maligning the man, asked patro¬ 
nizingly, "And who is your first choice?” 

“Well, sir, just anybody.” 

The second sentence in the first paragraph is wrong. 
Change the clause the man was asked for his vote to he 
asked the man for his vote. Both clauses in this sentence 
should have the same subject—the pronoun he, referring to 
the candidate. 

9. Don’t place your subordinate clauses in an awkward; 

position. Note how ridiculous the following sentences soundj 
because of misplaced clauses: J 
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Tlit 1 loachi'i' vvorkftl mil. a number of instructions for the 
students in his class which lie had copyii^hti'd. 

I want a chock hook to present to my hoy friend that 
folds in tin' middle. 

Wanted—a hoy to deliver telegrams that can ride on a 
bicycle, 

Those sentences, with the clause. 1 ; properly rearranged, 
should read: 

The teacher worked out for the students in his class a 
number, of instructions which he had copyrighted. 

I want a check book that I olds in the middle to present 
to my hoy friend. 

Wanted—a hoy that (or who) can ride on a bicycle to 
deliver telegrams. 

The subordinate connectives, together with their clauses, 
should be placed near the words they modify: instructions 
which, check hook that, Inn] that. 

10, Don’t put into a subordinate clause the principal idea 
of a sentence, The following- sentence, while not incorrect, 
is rather feeble: 

They dare not speak for the fallen and the weak, a fear 
which makes them slaves, 

See how much more powerfully this idea has been ex¬ 
pressed, in the words of James Bussell Lowell: 

They are slaves who dare hot speak for the fallen and 
the weak. 

Here the principal idea —-They arc s/mvsv—becomes gram¬ 
matically, as well as logically, the principal clause of the 
sentence. 

In Chapter 22, we shall have more to say about the 
structure of the sentence-“how to build it: into a clear and 
•logical and powerful unit. But, for the present, suppose yon 
put to the test what you have thus far learned about the 
various types of sentences, 

QUIZ TIMK 

Cheek and correct those of the following sentences that 


1, A wise statesman builds upon the past, but not over* 

trimimf it. 


2, He was examined by the draft board and found fit for 
service. 

3, The superior man, said Confucius, is kind to his friends 
and just, to his enemies. 

4, The trouble with many of us we just slide along in life. 

,5. The difference between the right word and the almost 

right word, said Mark Twain, is the difference between the 
lightning and the lightning bug. 

6. To insure a long life, observed Dr. Adolf Lorenz, be 
moderate in all things, but not missing anything. 

7. They Had a quarrel, whereupon he left the house, and 
his wife slamming the door after him. 

8. She really believes that nobody is wiser than she. 

9. Most men can stand up to their opponents, but a few 
men can stand up to their friends, 

10. “When 1 first saw my face on the screen in a close-up, 

I jumped up and yelled, ‘It’s a liel”’ (Joe E. Brown) 

H. A picnic is when people eat: ham and egg and mosquito 
sandwiches. 

12. The girl who thinks no man is good enough for her 
may be right—and she also may be left. 

13. No sooner had he got into bed when the telephone 
rang. 

14. Many of us, said Alexander Woollcott, spend half our 
time wishing for things we could have if we didn’t spend 
half our time wishing. 

15. it’s one thing to itch for something and quite another 
thing scratching for it. 

10. Wanted—a man to work on a Pennsylvania Dutch 

farm, to take care of chickens, cows and pigs who can speak j 
German. ! 

17. He was a boy scout, said Bob Hawk, until he was 18, 
and then becoming a girl scout. 

18. Said the flea to the elephant as they crossed the little 
bridge, “Nobody can shake this bridge harder than you and 

19. She wore a dress that the stripes made her look like 
a stick of Christinas candy, 

20. She asked her brother could she borrow his car. 

CORRECTIONS 

1. A wise statesman builds upon the past, but does not 
overturn it. 










2. This sentence is correct. 

3. Correct. ... • , 

4. The trouble with many ol us is that we just: slide along 

in life. 

5. Correct , 

6. To insure a long life, observed Or. Adoil Lorenz, be 
moderate in all things, but don’t miss anything. 

7. Change the word staining to slammed. 

8. Correct. 

9. Correct. 

10. Correct. 

11. A picnic is an occasion when people eat, etc. 

12. Correct. 

13. Change when to than. 

14. Correct. 

15. Change scratching to to scratch. 

16. Wanted--;! man who can speak German to work on a 
Pennsylvania Dutch farm, to take care of chickens, cows and 
pjcrjf, 

17 . He was a boy scout, said Bob Hawk, until he was 10, 
and then he became a girl scout. 

18. Change me to f. 

19. Change that the stripes to whose stripes. 

20. She asked her •brother whether she could borrow his 
car. 


Time out for the Nineteenth Word Game 
FAMOUS NAMES IN HISTORY 


Suppose you have been invited to a gathering where the 
conversation turns to historical mutters. Would you be able 
to identify the great names that arc mentioned, and would 
you know whether or not these names arc correctly pro¬ 
nounced? 

Lots put it to the test. 

A 

Check the. correct calling, or profession, for each of the 
following names: 
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1. Amundsen, Roald 

(a) physician, (b) poet, (c) explorer, (d) soldier 

2. Aquinas, Thomas 

(a) philosopher, (b) scientist, (c) painter, 

(d) crusader 

3. Archimedes 

(a) dramatist, (b) statesman, (c) sculptor, 

(d) mathematician 

4. Bartholdi, Frederic Auguste 

(a) basketball star, (b) sculptor, (c) banker, (d) actor 

5. Bolivar, Simon 

(a) composer, (b) capitalist, (c) liberator, (d) dancer 

6. Cezanne, Paul 

(a) economist, (b) statesman, (c) motion picture 
producer, (d) painter 

7. Damien, Joseph 

(a) missionary, (b) inventor, (c) general in Napoleon’s 
army, (d) violinist 

8. Demosthenes 

(a) philosopher, (b) orator, (e) dramatist, 

(tl) marathon runner 

9. De Soto, Hernando 

(a) automobile manufacturer, (b) inventor, 

(e) archbishop, (d) explorer 

10. Ehrlich, Paul 

(a) short-story writer, (b) theatrical producer, 

(e) physician, (d) educator 

11. Empedocles 

(a) philosopher, (b) general, (c) dramatist, 

(d) sculptor 

12. Euripides 

(a) dramatist, (b) philosopher, (c) mathematician, 
(d) sculptor 

13. Faraday, Michael 

(a) poet, (b) capitalist, (c) clergyman, (d) scientist 

14. Fitzgerald, Edward 

(a) statesman, (b) poet, (c) manufacturer, 

(d) college president 

15. Fox, George 

(a) judge, (b) motion picture producer, 

(e) religious leader, (d) ,revolutionary soldier 

16. Garibaldi, Giuseppe 

(a) wrestler, (b) actor, (c) patriot, (d) composer ' 
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17 (Whis Khun (also spoiled Jenghiz Klian) 

' (n) crusader, (b) wrestler, (c) cumjueror, 

(d) capitalist 

18. Grenfell, Wilfred Thomason 

( a ) medical missionary, (b) aumiral, (c) playwright, 
(d) football coach 

19. Herodotus . , . , . 

(a) statesman, (b) philosopher, (e) physician, 

(d) historian 

20. Homer, Winslow . 

(a) poet, (b) inventor, (c) painter, (d) historian 

21. Howe, Elias 

(a) chain-store owner, (b) astronomer, 

(c) college president, (cl) inventor 

22. Kepler, Johannes 

(aj astronomer, (b) admirai, (e) poet, (d) statesman 

23. { .avoisicr, Antoine I .ament 

(a) revolutionist, (b) opera singer, (e) statesman, 

(d) chemist 

24. Livingstone, David 

(a) explorer, (b) inventor, (c) educator, 

(d) statesman 

25. Lucretius 

(a) emperor, (b) soldier, (c) poet, (d) conspirator 

26. Montezuma 

(a) capitalist, (b) emperor, (c) dancer, 

(d) swordsman 

27. Phidias 

(a) general, (b) philosopher, (e) playwright, 

(d) sculptor 
■28. Reinhardt, Max 

(a) theater director, (b) dancer, (c) composer, 

(d) philanthropist. 

20, Rembrandt van Rijn 

(a) clergyman, (h) statesman, (<;) educator, 

(d) painter 

30. Rimski-Korsakov 

(a) composer, (b) dancer, (e) emperor, 

(d) revolutionist 

31. Pioliespierrc , 

(a) pianist, (b) orchestra conductor, (e) revolutionist, 
(d) sculptor 

32. Rodin, Auguste 
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(a) sculptor, (b) tennis champion, (c) singer, 

(d) educator 

33. Savonarola, Girolamo t 

(a) religious reformer, (b) sculptor, (c) statesman, 
(d) composer 

34. Sienkiewicz, Henryk 

(a) pianist, (b) wrestler, (c) writer, (d) emperor 

35. Synge, John Millington 

(a)"poet, (b) football star, (c) labor leader, 

(d) capitalist 

38. Tagore, Rabindranath 

(a) magician, (b) poet, (c) prince, (d) biologist 

37. Toussaint L’Ouverture 

(a) poet, (b) composer, (c) liberator, (d) opera singer 

38. Thucydides 

(a) historian, (b) general, (c) dramatist, (d) orator 

39. Undset, Sigrid 

. (a) delegate to the U.N., (b) tennis star, (c) novelist, 
(cl) swimming star 

40. Vespucci, Amerigo 

(a) soldier, (b) navigator, (c) painter, (d) scientist 
— Answers— 

1"C Swiss explorer who discovered the South Pole (1911) 

2- al famous Catholic philosopher (1225P-1274?) 

3- d, Greek mathematician, famous for the displacement 
principle” in physics, a law he discovered while taking a 

^^f^Frencb sculptor of the Statue of Liberty (1834-1904) 

5- c, South American liberator (1783-1830) 

6- d, French painter (1839-1900) _ . .*■ ' 

7»a, Belgian missionary to the lepers in Molokai (lo-U- 

1889) 

8- b, Athenian orator (4th century b.c. ) 

9- d, Spanish explorer who was the first European to cross 

^‘l^^Gemarephyi'ilin (1854-191.5) who discovered the 
famous “606 drug” for syphilis 
lLa, Greek philosopher (5th century me.) 

12- a, Greek dramatist (5th century b.c.) 

13- d, English chemist and physicist (1791-1867) _ 

14- 1), English poet (1809-1883), translator of the Rubaiyat 
by Omar Khayyam 
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15 - 0 , English founder of the Society of Friends, or Quakers 
(1624-1691) 

](]..(> Italian patriot (18U/--1882) 

;i7-c, Asiatic conqueror (1 !62?-'122/) ^ ^ j 

|g., a ’ English medical missionary to Labrador (J.86.‘S-1940) . i 
1H Greek historian (5th century n.c.) f known as the 
"Father of History 

20-e American painter (1850--1010) 

21 . li, American inventor of the sewing madam: (1819- 

22- a German ast ronomer (157 h i hot)) 

23 - d’ French chemist (1743-1704), who died on the 
guillotine in the Reign of I error 

' 24-;t, Scottish explorer in Africa (i&id-18/d) 

25-c, Roman poet (1st cent ury tu;.) 

last Aztec emperor of Mexico (6180?~IM|) 

27.d, Crock sculptor (5th century «.c. ) > 

28"3, Gorman dramatist and theater dins tor (18/d"1943) 
hi Dutch painter (1603-1059) 

30- a, Russian composer (1844-1908) _ _ . 

31- c, one of the leaders of the French ilevotutiun (IMJ- 

1794) ’ , .. M . 

32- a, French sculptor (1840-1017) _ , 

33- 11, Italian religious reformer, ewwniuwifcated, tortured 
and hanged (1452-1498) 

34- c, Polish novelist, author of Quo Vrnlk (3840 -19.16) 

35- a, Irish poet and playwright (1871-1909) 

36- b, Hindu poet: (1851-1941) 

37- c, Haitian general and liberator (1.743-1803) 

38- a, Creek historian (5th century iu':.} 

3!l-e, Norwegian novelist, author of Kristin Ummmier 

(1882- ) . r , 

40-b, Italian navigator (1451-15I2), alter whom America 

is named 


Check whether each of the following statements. Ik right 
rr wrong; 

1, Thomas Aquinas lived before Phidias. Bight Wrong 

2, Amundsen discovered the South Pole. Bight Wrong 

3. Demosthenes wrote a hist ory of 

Greece. »$* Wwn 6 

4. Faraday was the author of Robinson 


Crusoe. 

5. George Fox was a famous Quaker. 

6. Garibaldi was one of Mussolini’s 
generals. 

7. Edward Fitzgerald wrote Tales of the 
lass Age (1922). 

8. Winslow Homer is most famous for 
the Iliad and the Odyssey. 

9. Herodotus is known as the “Father of 
History.” 

10. Elias Howe was the inventor of the 
sewing machine. 

11. Montezuma was a South American 
financier. 

12. Bartholdi designed the Empire State 
Building. 

13. Archimedes lived before Christ. 

14. Bolivar was a Mexican explorer. 

15. Cezanne was a painter, 

16. Euripides was a great dramatist. 

17. Damien was a medical missionary in 
Labrador. 

18. Lavoisier lived before Stalin. 

19. Livingstone discovered the “606 
drag.” 

20. Lucretius was a Latin poet, 

21. De Soto organized the De Soto 
Automobile Company. 

22. Empedocles was a great Athenian 
orator. 

23. Ehrlich was a psychoanalyst. 

24. Kepler was an astronomer. 

25. Genghis Khan was the' grandfather of 
Ali Khan. 

26. Grenfell was a British admiral. 

27. Toussaint L’Ouverture fought for the 
liberation of Haiti. 

28. Phidias was a famous general. 

29. Tagore lived before-Christ. 

30. Reinhardt did his important work in 

the 20th century. • 

31. Synge was a great Irish playwright 

32. Rembrandt was a Dutch painter. 
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Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 
Right Wrong ■ 
Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Bight Wrong 
. Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 




sunlit Wrong 

Right Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Might Wrong 
Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 

Right Wrong 


1-wrong, 2-right, 3-wrong, 4-wrong, 5-right, O-wrong, 7- 
wrong (the author ot that hook was F. Scott Mtzgorald), 
8-wrong, 9-right, 10-right, l'(-wrong, 12-wrong, 13-right, 14- 
wrong, 15-right, 10-right, 17-wrong, 18-right, 19-wrong, 20- 
right, 21-wrong, 22-wrong, 23-wrong, 24-right, 25-wrong, 26- 
wrong, 27-right, 28-wrong, 29-wrong, 30-right, 31-right, 32* 
right, 33-right, 34-wrong, 35-right, 30-wrong, 37-right, 38*. 
wrong, 39-wrong, 40-right 

C 

As you get the pronunciation of the nmncs of the great 
characters of history, make sure that you can identify their 
occupations and recall their approximate dates: 

Amundsen: AM-mul-sen 
■Aquinas: a-KWICB-nus 
Archimedes: ar-k»-MEK-dt«/. 

Bolivar: BOL-i-ver, or bo-LEE-vnr 

Cfenme: say-'/ AUN 

Damien: dahm-YAN 

Demosthenes: dc MOS-the-ncea 

Ehrlich: AIR-lik 

Empedocles: em-PED o-kleez 

Euripides: you-RlP-i-deez 

Genghis Khan: JEN-gis KAHN 

Herodotus: her-OD-o-tus 

Lavoisier: lav-woz-YAY, to rhyme with pay 

Lucretius: loo-KUEE-shus, or loo-KREE-shi-us 

Montezuma: mon-te-ZOO-ina 


33. Sienkic\vii7. wrote \m \ mm. 

34, Rimski-Korsakov was a Russian 
general in World War H. 

' 35. Savonarola was a religious martyr, 

36. Vespucci was a composer of grand 
operas. 

37. Robespierre was a French 
revolutionist. 

38. Rodin lived in the 18 th century, 

39. Sigrid (Jjidsct was a laniour, opera 
singer. 

40. Thucydides and Herodotus are lornous 
in the same field. 



Phidias: FID-ee-as 

Reinhardt: RINE-hart 

Rembrandt van Rijn: REM-brant van RINE 

Rimski-Korsakov: RIMS-ki-KOR-sa-koff 

Robespierre: robe-es-PYAIR 

Rodin: roe-DAN 

Savonarola: sav-o-na-ROE-la 

Sienkicwiez: shenk-YAY (to rhyme with matj)-v ich 

Synge: SING 

Tagore: ta-GORE 

Toussaint L’Ouverture: too-SAN loo-ver-TURE 
Thucydides: thew-SID-i-deez 
Undset: OON-set 
Vespucci: ves-POOT-chee 
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HOW TO II 


ANDIE YOUK SENTENCES 


SIMPLE SENTENCES AMO COMMON SENSE 
The sentence is the basic unit in Hu* expression of your 
hoiifjhts. To nuke yourself eknly understood, you must 
[ { , ira to use dear-cut 'sentences. As a lateral rule, the simple 
tenttwe is the host conveyer of tads ami ideas 


In other words, plain 


the surest way to a better 

mder,standing between yourself and the rest ot the world. 

This truth was reeogisi’/ed three hundred year:; ago. when 
iamuel Butler objected to the use oi complicated sentences. 
Some writers.” he declared, ‘'have the unhappiness . . . 
o ailed an obscurity in their styles, endeavoring by all means 
MJ t to be understood, but rather to east a mist More the 
jyes of their readers . . . To write not to he understood is 
10 less vain than to speak not to he heard . . • Isueh 
writers] are like citizens that elmose the darkest streets [for 
filing their goods], or make false lights that the spots and 
{tains’of their stuffs may not he perceived ... 1 i Me 
obscure writers aim at] the admiration of the weak ami ig¬ 
norant, who are'apt to contemn whatsoever they can under¬ 
stand, and admire anything they eminot. 

This advice is as sound today as it was in the day ot 
Samuel Butler. The M writing, from the Bible to Iteming- 
way is the simplest writing. And this holds equally tme of 
the best speaking. The ultimate goal of effective Kngiish is 
plain talk, conveyed in sentences that are easy to understand. 
Before m come to the formula fur plain and easy-to- 

understand sentences, let us look at a few samples.some 

of them dear, and others obscure: 

1 . “£,ot every man honor and love the land of his birth 
and the ntv from which lie springs', ft k a pious and 
I honorable duty. But let m have done with British*Anieri-. 
! calls and Irish-Arnerieans and Cumm-Aweruxiiis, and so 


on. If a man is going to he an American at all, let him be 
so without any qualifying adjectives, And if he is going, to 
he something else, let him drop the word American from 
his personal description." 

—Henry Cabot Lodge, Senior 

2. In a lecture on the simplicity of Lincoln’s style, a 
college professor made the following erudite observation: 
"May I call your attention to the monosyllabic lucidity of 
Abraham Lincoln, who generally—nay, almost always- 
expressed his thoughts in uninvolved phraseology, devoid 
of any abstractions and allegorical allusions that might have 
mystified the minds of his none too intellectual constitu¬ 
ents." 

3. T saw a tanager flying through the foliage as if it 
would set the leaves on fire.” —Henry David Thoreau 

4. “Saddle your dream before you ride it if you want 
to avoid a painful jolt” 

5. And Jesus said unto a certain lawyer: 

“A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and fell among thieves, who stripped him and wounded 
him and left him half dead. And by chance there came 
down a certain priest that way; and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side, And, likewise, a Levite came 
and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 

“But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where 
he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 
and went to him,, and bound up his wounds, pouring in 
oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him. 

“And on the morrow, when he departed, he took out two 
pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, 
‘Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, f 
will repay thee.’ 

“Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour 
unto him that fell among the thieves?” _ „ 

And the lawyer said, “He that showed mercy to Sum. 
Then said Jesus, "Go, and do thou likewise.” 

In these selections, it is easy to distinguish between the 
clear and the obscure sentences. Now if you will glance at 
them again, you will find that the clearest among them possess 
one ov more features in common* 

CiA*1 ■A'YA 


The dear mtmm * family sl “ l 1 "•!' '*$*> 

„f simple wnrcli. Tbry m ta# »"«““< t " l,s f% 

move a Hlraiffllt I., wurtaiiiinfi either a mi S 1o alea or a 

..I am-iatel U"» H*» * "? 

Lt wirald clutter up ll"# A ," <1 lalk ’.“ a ''*■ 

about people; in otto worth, they lave Imuran rntnol. 

J Suppose we look a little more closely at An* common 
features of tin; more effective sentences. 


1, GOOD sentences are short 

A number of tests have been made to determine the stand- 
,, d length of a sentence that is neither too elementary nor too 
‘advanced for the average person. It has lw*n louncl jlmt the 
best sentences of this typo contain about - words, his does 
not mean that all your sentences should he cut to this exact 
measure. But it does mean that vour speech or von. wilting 
is too “low-brow" if it averages much less than 1 / words to a 
sentence, and too "high-brow” if it averages much more than 

"L 17-word average, you will find, ensues prettv close to 
the standard of such popular magazines as the haulers 
Digest and the Saturday Kooning I'ost. No doubt tins is one 
of the reasons for the wide ciicnlathm «t these magazines, 
i The less popular (or more intellectual) magazines. like 
, Karpin and the Atlantic Monthly, generally contain longer 

f and more involved sentences, 

If therefore, you want an immediate and popular response 
to your own speaking or writing, try to adapt your sentences 
to the standard size. You will find an excel cut example of 
this sort of style in Lincoln's First Inaugural Address. Hero 
are a few sentences taken from the ending of this address: 


"... I am loath to close. We arc not enemies, hut 
friends. We must not lie enemies. Though passion may have 
strained, it must not break, our bonds of affection. I lie 
mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield 
Jd over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the 
Union when again touched, as surely they will he, by the 
better angels of our nature,” 


Note the combination of shorter and longer sentences that 
rerage into a balance of plain and beautiful and .clhHiye 
leech. Though the average is somewhat less than h words, 
is close enough to fit the required standard. 


And note also, in the last and longest sentence, the un¬ 
broken continuity of the, thought, which conveys the single 
idea of a reunited nation from beginning to end. 

And so the first requisite for a clear, comprehensible style 
is to write sentences that, on the whole, are not very long, 
although they may vary in length. 

2. GOOD SENTENCES CONSIST OF SIMPLE WORDS, 
The second requisite for a good style is to use simple 
instead of difficult: words in the building of your sentences. 

As a general rule, it is best to avoid such words as transcend, 
annihilate, redress, presuppose, quiescence, circumlocution, 
conducive, and the like. All these words, you will note, have, 
either a prefix, like trims-, or a suffix, like -cence, tacked on 
to the beginning or to the end. These additional syllables tend 
to complicate the meanings of your words and to stifle your 
sentences. , 

Here are some simple translations for the above prefix or | 
suffix words: | 

transcend, to rise above (in excellence or degree) 
annihilate, to wipe out 

redress, to right (a wrong) by payment or punishment. 

presuppose, to take for granted 

quiescence, silent, still, quiet 

circumlocution, roundabout talk 

conducive, helpful toward a result 

Try,, for the most part, to use words that are short, 
familiar, clear, and direct—such as renew instead of renovate, 
ease instead of facility, goal instead of objective, a red sunset 
instead of a crimson reflection of the declining sun, he wrote 
the story out of his own head instead of he conceived and 
executed the story solely and entirely by himself. 

It is the simple words, combined into simple sentences, 
that produce the most powerful results. Note, for example, 
the following passage from the Sermon on the Mount— the 
greatest of all speeches ever delivered on earth: 

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt have lost 
its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth 
good for nothing but to be east out, and to be trodden 
underfoot. ' 

“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a 
hill cannot be bid. Neither do men light a candle, and put 
249 


it under a bushel, but on a candlestick . . . Lot your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father in Heaven.” i 

And this brings us to the third requisite for a good English ; 
sentence. 

3. GOOD SENTENCES HAVE COLORFUL VERBS 

As we noted in an earlier part of this book, it is the verb { 

'that gives the go and the glow to a sentence. Look again at j 

the vivid picture of the tanuger painted against the back- ■' 
ground of the trees: ”( saw a tanager flying through the 
foliage as if it would set the leaves on fire.” Can you ever 
forget this picture as it darts into living color before your 
eyes? And all this color comes to life and catches fire through 
the skillful handling of the verb. See law much of the vitality 
you would lose if you omitted the verb phrase sot on fire. 

The sentence, with this omission, would fade into some such ; 
inferior picture as the following: “I saw a tanager flying 
through the foliage with wings suggesting a kindling flame.” i 
And now recall the story of the Good .Samaritan, You get 1 
the vigorous effect of this story through the actions of several ' 

verbs —fell among thieves, shipped him, wounded him, passed j 

by on the other side, had compassion on him, hound up his 
: wounds, set him on his own beast, brought him to an inn, and 
| soon. 

f Note also how the story moves into its climax with the f 
two simple verbs of action—go, and do thou likewise. 

4. GOOD SENTENCES ARE DIRECT 

The fourth requisite for a good sentence is to keep it free / rf 
from cumbersome constructions. Don'tcrisscross your phrases ; 

and clauses into a tangle that might confuse your listener ; 

or reader, This sort of tangled confusion has been called m 

"tapeworm English." Try to avoid it if you want to he dearly | 

understood. Make your sentences move in a straight line 
from beginning to end. 

Here is an example of "tapeworm English"—a good idea 
that has become snarled into a muss of crisscross phrases and 
clauses: 

In the journey of life, whatever paths it may be our j 

I choice or fortune to pursue, and whatever vehicles.how- 

ever slow or fast their motion—-we may decide or be ; 



compelled to use, we shall all arrive atone and the same 
destination. Consequently, even though some of us may 
crawl on our knees, while others may ride on horseback or 
in motor-cars, while still others, for the purpose of earlier 
arrival, outspeed the carrier-pigeon in airplanes, we shall 
find that there has been no necessity for undue haste, since 
it is certain that all of us shall duly arrive at the journey’s 
end. 

See how much better this idea sounds if you break it up 
into shorter sentences, untangle the constructions, and omit 
or simplify the words that tend to obscure the thought: 

"In the journey of life, all roads lead to the same destina¬ 
tion. And all vehicles, however slow or fast, will bring us 
to the goal at the appointed time, Some of us crawl on.our 
knees, some ride on horseback or in motor-cars, others fly 
past the carrier-pigeon in airplanes. There is no need for 
hurry; we are all sure to reach the journey’s end," 

—Axel Munthe f 

One of the chief improvements in the above passage, as 
you may have noted, is the omission of unnecessary words 
or digressions. And this brings us to the fifth requisite for a 
good sentence. 

5. GOOD SENTENCES HAVE FEW EMPTY WORDS 
Unnecessary or "empty” words—-words that add nothing 
to the force, color, clarity, or meaning of your sentence- 
ought to be avoided. Such words make your writing weak 
or fuzzy. Here is a partial list of them: 


along the lines of 

instead of like 

consequently 

” ” and so, or so 

dead rather than alive 

" " dead 

ml in color 

” ” red 

for the purpose of 

” ’’ to 

for. the reason that 

" ” since 

furthermore 

" ” then 

in the event that 

* * H 

in the nature of 

” ” like 

likewise 

’’ ’’ and , 

during the time that 

. " ” while 

come in contact with 

” ” meet 

one and the same 

” ” the same 
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For they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into : | 
barns; yet your heavenly Father teedeth them. Are ve not 
much better than they? Why take ye thought for raiment? '..i 
Consider the lilies of the Held, how they grow. They toil i 
•not, neither do they spin; and yet I say unto you that even ; 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these, ,; 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field,-which j 
today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall lie not i 
much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith?" 

And now, having observed how some of the greatest writers I 
have turned their sentences into instruments of beauty and J 
understanding and persuasion and power, “Go, and do thou ; 
likewise." 


Time out for the Twentieth Word Game 
MANIAS AND' PHOBIAS 

One of the most important sciences of our day is psychiatry, 
which is the treatment of mental illness, Although it is a ■ 
relatively new field, many of its discoveries have been made | 

widely known by books and motion pictures. We frequently ! 

come across the words used by psychiatrists, especially those r 
that describe the various abnormalities known as minim and ; 
phobias. 

Hie Greek word mania- means madness, and {lie Greek ? 
word phobia menus fair. Every English word that ends in : 
mania denotes tt strong 'or irrational craving for something, j 
or an infatuation with' it. Words that end in -phobia mean just 
the opposite; they describe a deep Tear or hatred of .some- j 
thing. 

| In this game wo shall play with the words that donoto some "" I 
’Of the more common manias and phobias. Sec h<nv.many of i 
them apply to your own or to your friends' pet addictions or 
aversions: 

A 

1. Aprmnanui means a morbid desire to live in the open : 
country, especially in solitude. • 

2, Bibliomania moans an intense passion for collecting ! 
books. 

SI '■■] 


3. Dipsomania means an abnormal craving for drink 

4. Egomania means an excessive and morbid love 'of 
oneself. 

5. Kleptomania means an uncontrollable urge to steal. 

6. Megalomania means an exaggerated worsliip of one’s 
own greatness. There, is, for example, an interesting store 
told about I eddy Roosevelt, who, according to some of 
his contemporaries, was addicted to megalomania. When 
Roosevelt came to heaven, so tire story goes, he set about 
reorganizing the celestial choir. “What you need,” he said 
to Saint Peter, “is a hundred thousand sopranos, a hundred 
thousand tenors, and a hundred thousand baritones.” 

“What about the bassos?” asked Saint Peter. 

“I," replied Teddy Roosevelt, “sing basso.” 

7. Monomania means an obsession with one particular 
object or idea. On everything else except his own pet delusion 

the monomaniac may be absolutely sane. 

8 . Nymphomania means ungovernable sexual desire on ■ 
the part of a woman. 

9. Plutomania means a madness for money. 

10. Pyronmia means a morbid urge to set things on fire. 

And now, for tire other side of the picture—the mental 
disorders known as phobias: 

1. Ailurophobkt means a strong fear of cats. 

2. Androphohia means an irrational fear of men. 

3. Claustrophobia means an excessive dread of enclosed i 

places, a deep fear of being locked in. f§l| 

4. Gynophobia means a morbid fear of dogs. 9L’ 

5. Hydrophobia means an overpowering dread of water;|B 

this is also the medical term for the disease resulting from IH 
the bite of a mad dog. Tji 

6. Hypsophobia (also called Acrophobia ) means an un- ■ 

controllable fear of high places. « 

7 . Nyctophobia means an excessive fear of night or of « 

darkness, ■ 'J 

8. Thanatophobia means an irrational fear of death, “1 

9. Triskaidakaphobia means fear of the number 13, 

10. Xenophobia means ail aversion to strangers or for¬ 
eigners. 

B PI 

Have you learned the meanings of the above manias and 
phobias? See if you can check' them for yourself. State the 
disease which would apply to each of the following state¬ 
ments: 
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Disease 



Statement Disease 

!. She gets frightened at the sight of 

a dog. I ■“ " 

2, She is an inveterate shoplifter. k---~~ 

3. Poor fellow, he can’t help his crav¬ 
ing for drink. u - 

4, He is obsessed with a single passion, 

an overpowering desire tor revenge. ^ 1 

5. Site gets frightened when she looks 

•down over a precipice. h- -- 

0. He exaggerates his own greatness, m---— 

7, He fc afraid of the number .13, t---■*» 

8. She gets frightened when she is left 

alone in a small room, e -— 

9. She fears men. !i ---- 

10, He has a morbid hunger for tlio 

wide open spaces. _ ( a —- - -- 

1L She loves herself to distraction., l -—--— 

12. The little hoy has been bitten by a 

mad dog. ^ ^ ^-— 1 —* 

13. He has an excessive fear of death, t..- 

14. She spends all her time collecting 

books. _ ^--—' 

15. He loves riches above everything 

else. P—*-’ 

16. He is suspicions of all strangers, x,—,— -— - 

17. She is terribly afraid of the dark. n-- 

18. The sound of a cat’s meow makes 

her fee. _ 11 ——*— 

19. She has an insatiable passion for 

sex, il -—■— 

20. He can’t help setting fires. p-~.-—«—- 

jj^. >. ~~Answars~~» 

i • l-eynophobia, 2-ldeptomuuia, 3-dipsomania, 4-monomania, 
5-hypsophobia or acrophobia, 6-megalomania, Y-trisIcuideka-. 
phobia, 8-clau.strophobia, 9-androphobia, Ift-agromania, 11- 
egomania, 12-hydrophobia, 13-thanatophobw, 14-bibliomawia, 
15-plutomania, 16-xenophobia, J7-nyctophobia f 18-niluro* 
phobia, 19-nymphomama, 20-pyromania 


And now, check the words on the right with the definitions 
on the left: 


1. agromania a. an irrational aversion to men 

2. kleptomania b. an irrational love for riches 

3. androphohia c. a fear of heights 

4. monomania d. a fear of cats 

5. xenophobia e. a morbid self-love 

6. nyctophobia f. a passion for collecting books 

7. dipsomania g. a morbid fear of night 

8. bibliomania n. a fear of number 13 

9. trisknidekaphobia i. an uncontrollable urge to steal 

10. ailurophobia j. a passion for open spaces 

11. egomania k. a morbid fear of enclosed places 

12. cvnophobia 1. delusions of grandeur 

13. megalomania m. a fear of dogs 

14. nymphomania n. a morbid fear of death 

15. hydrophobia Q. an abnormal obsession with a 

single object or idea 

16. plutomania p. a morbid fear of water 

17. claustrophobia q. a compulsion to set fires 

18. pyromaniu r. a woman's excessive desire for 

sex 

19. thanatophobia s. an uncontrollable thirst for 

alcoholic drink 

20. hypsophobia t an aversion to strangers 

“ Answers —• 

1-j, 2-i, 3-u, 4-0, 5-t, 6-g, 7-s, 8-f, 9-h, 10-d, U-e, 12-m, 
13-1,14-r, 15-p, 16-1), 17-k, 18-q, 19-n, 20-c 

D 

Some of the words we have used in this game are fairly 
common; others, I grant, are on the learned side, and do not 
crop up in conversation much. However, you should know 
their pronunciation. Here are the harder-to-pronounce words: 

egomania: ee-go-MAY-nee-a, or egg-o-MAY-nee-a 
megalomania: meg-a-lo-MAY-nee-a 
pyromaniu: pigh-ro-MAY-nee-a 
ailurophobia: ay (as in mm/)-lew-ro-FQE-bee-a 
claustrophobia: closs-tro-FOE-bee-a 
cynophobia: sin-o-FOE-bee-a, 
hypsophobia: hip-so-FOE-bee-a 
nyctophobia: nik-to-FOE-bee-a 
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thanatophobia: tiian-a-to-FOE-lwe-n (pronount 
as in thank) 

triskaidekuphobia: triss-kigh-dek-a-F OF-bee-u 
xenophobia: zon-o-FQE-boe-a 


SENSE AND NONSENSE 

A young man, having quarreled with his fiancee, sent her 
the following note: 

“Woman without her man is a savage." 

In reply, the young lady returned the note with some 
additional “explanatory” punctuation: 

“Woman! without her, man is a savage." 

Punctuation is often of the utmost importance in bringing 
out the meaning of a sentence. Change the punctuation, and 
you may change the meaning. There is a classic story about 
the manner in which the philosopher Voltaire “outpunctuated” 
his friend, King Frederick the Great. Once, when the king 
was offended with Voltaire, he issued a public message: 
“Frederick the Great declares Voltaire is an ass.” But the phi- j 
losopher turned the tables against the king by the insertion j 
of two commas: “Frederick the Great, declares Voltaire, is 

m i] ere me two hits of doggerel that sound nonsensical with- • 
out the proper punctuation: 

1. Every lady in this land 

Hath twenty nails upon each hand 
Five and twenty on hands and feet 
This is true without deceit 

2. A funny little man told this to me 

I fell in a snowdrift in June said he 
I went to a ball game out in the sea 
I saw a jellyfish float up in a tree 
I fed the birds with a big brass key 
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THE TRAFFIC LIGHTS OF 
meaning-punctuation 


I opened my door on my. bended knee 
I beg your pardon for tin's said he 
But ’tis true when told as it ought to be 

Punctuate these poems properly, and you get complete 
sentences and a semblance of sense: J ‘ ■ 

1. Every .lady in this kind 

Hath twenty nails; upon each hand, 

Five, and twenty on hands and feet; 

Tills is true without deceit. 

2. A funny little man told this to me: 

“1 fell in a snowdrift; in June," said lie, 

“I went to a ball game; out in the sea 
I saw a jellyfish float; up in a tree 
■I fed the birds; with a big brass key 

I opened my door; on my bended tnee l 

I beg your pardon for this,” said he, 

‘‘But ’tis true when told as it ought to he ” 

AN IMPORTANT RULE 

In the matter of punctuation (and word spacing) we are 
luckier than the ancients. The Greek and the Latin manu* s 
scripts that have come down to our own day arc written in 
solid lines without any breaks whatsoever. It is a physical and 
mental torture to read them, as you can m for yourself when . 
you try, to read the following English passage arranged in 
the noil-punctuated style of the classical manuscripts: 

TelliisiiotinniounifHlniunlitish’feisbut.aiHiniptydveamand* 

thesoufedcadtliatslumbcmsindthingsareiHilwhattlieysccm 

( It was not «ntil the fifteenth century that punctuation was 
invented. Today it server as n convenient system of "stop" ■ 
and "go’ signals in reading a manuscript. It enables you to 
reach the writers mind as quickly as possible without getting 
snarled up in the traffic of’the sentences. ' : 

One of the purposes of punctuation is to represent the :>j 

modulations of the voice. When you speak, you raise or lower j 
your voice, you make shorter or longer pauses, and yon em* i 
plmsfei some words or phrases at the expense of others. You ,, 
use all these pauses and inflections to convey the subtle color* : 
ing of your thoughts, But when yon put your thoughts in 
writing, you substitute symbols for sounds. Punctuation does 
for the eye what inflection docs for the car. 


Bear this in mind, and you will find punctuation rather easy 
to handle most of the time. As a general rule, you can rely 
upon your common sense in selecting the correct and emphatic 
punctuation marks. Use a comma to mark a slight pause, a 
semicolon to denote a somewhat longer pause, and a period 
to indicate a full stop. 

But this isn’t the whole story. You can’t always rely upon 
your own judgment. Writers, printers, and publishers have 
set up a conventional system of punctuation. If you don’t 
follow this system, you are likely to disturb or confuse your 
reader sometimes. 

This conventional punctuation, however, should cause you 
little trouble if you remember a few simple rules. 

Here they are: 

COMMA-SLOW DOWN 

1. Use commas to separate the equal parts of a series. For 
example: 

He was determined to advance, to persevere, and to 
reach the goal. 

The following inscription marked the grave of an army 
mule in France: 

"In memory of Maggie who in her time kicked two 
colonels, four majors, ten captains, a hundred privates, and 
one stielc of dynamite.” 

The present tendency is to omit the comma before the last 
item of a series: “a hundred privates and one stick of dyna¬ 
mite.” But if you prefer to use a comma in such a construc¬ 
tion, you have plenty of good authority for your preference. 

2. Use a comma at the end of a series when the omission 
would confuse the meaning. For example: 

The Communists allowed nothing to be published except 
books, pamphlets, and papers, which had secured the ap¬ 
proval of the dictator. 

The omission of the comma after papers would seem to 
imply that the papers alone needed the approval of the dicta¬ 
tor. The inclusion of the comma makes it clear that the books 
and the pamphlets are included with the papers in the Com- 



munist order against the publication of material, without the 
permission of the dictator. 

3. Use a comma to introduce a short quotation. Examples 

Explaining his forced retirement from West Point on his 
failure in a chemistry examination, Whistler remarked, “if 
silicon had been a gas, I would have been a major general.” 

4. Use commas to set off addresses and dates. Example: 

Here is the epitaph on a tombstone set up at Medway, 
Massachusetts, to Peter Daniels, who was bora August 7, 
1088, and died May 20,1746: 

Beneath this stone, a lump of clay, 

Lies Uncle Peter Daniels 
Who too early in the month of May 
Took off In's winter flannels. 

5, Use commas to separate a parenthetical expression (a 
word or phrase inserted by way of comment, and not strictly 
required) from the rest of the sentence: 

This sentence, for example, is an illustration of the above 
rule. 

6, Use a comma to separate a dependent danse from the 
principal clause, when the principal clause follows the depend¬ 
ent clause: 

When they arrived at the theater, the curtain had already 
gone up. 

But: you may omit the comma when the principal danse 
precedes the dependent clause: 

The curtain had already gone up when they arrived, at 
the theater. 

7, Use a comma to separate the contrasted element;; in a 
sentence, For example: 

Many are called, but few are chosen, 

The true spirit of conversation consists in building upon 
another man’s observation, not in arguing against it 

8. Use commas to set: off the name of a person who is 
addressed, as in the second of the following sentences; 
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One day an annoying bore accosted Mark Twain on the 
street. 

“Well, Mr. Clemens, what's going on?" 

“I am,” replied Mark Twain as lie hurried away, 

9. Use commas to set off an absolute expression—that is, 
an expression which is grammatically independent of the rest 
of the sentence: 

Tm a smash hit," boasted a conceited actor to Bernard 
Shaw. “ Yesterday ; the closing scene having been practically 
finished, I had the audience glued in their seats to the 
very last word.” 

“Wonderful!” exclaimed Shaw. “How clever of you to 
think of the glue!” 

10. Use a comma between any two parts of a sentence 
which, without the comma, would be improperly connected 
and therefore misunderstood by the reader of the sentence. 

Example: 

He decided to go home, as f was coming to relieve him. 

The word as, in the above sentence, means since, or be¬ 
cause. Omit the comma, and the same word might mean 
when. 

The above rules will not cover every use of the comma. 
But, together with the general formula that a comma repre¬ 
sents a slight pause in the reading, they should help you to 
decide when this mark of punctuation is needed. 

SEMICOLON—WATCH YOUR STEP 

1. Use a semicolon between co-ordinate clauses when there 
is no co-ordinating conjunction: 

An optimist is a man who sees the world in a rosy light; 
a.pessimist is one who sees it in its true light. 

2. Use a semicolon between two co-ordinate clauses, even 
when a co-ordinating conjunction is present, if the clauses are 
long or emphatic, or if they contain commas within them¬ 
selves. 

Example: 

One night a tourist stopped at a Russian inn; and the 
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next morning, when the landlady asked him how he had 
slept, the tourist replied; 

“I was awake all night; for the heel, I am sorry to report, 
was infested with vermin? 

"But that, my dear sir, is impossible!” cried the indignant 
. landlady, "We have not a single bug in the house!" 

"No, madam,” retorted the tourist, “not single. They are 
all married; and, from what I have observed, they have 
enormous families." 

3. Use semicolons to show the balance between the co¬ 
ordinate parts of a sentence: 

If a man runs after money, he's greedy; if he keeps it, he's 
stingy; if he spends it, he’s extravagant; if he doesn't get it, 
he’s shiftless; and if he gets it after a lifetime of hard 
labor, he’s a fool who has never stopped to enjoy the good 
tilings of the world. 

4, Never use a semicolon to join the subordinate parts of 
a sentence. Don’t ever write a sentence such as the following: 

I hardly think, the field being so soggy after the rain; 
that the football team will roll up a big score. 

Place a comma, instead of a semicolon, after the.word rain 
|i the preceding sentence. The semicolon joips only the c(h 
|fdinate parts of a sentence. 

PERIOD—FULL STOP 

1. Use a period to indicate the full stop at the end of a 
sentence. 

This rule is too obvious to need further amplification. 
But remember not to use a period unless you have a full 
sentence, with a subject and a predicate, 

2. Use periods to mark abbreviations: 

■ pp.—/wga 

AM.— Master of Arts 

am.— ante meridiem, the Latin fax before noon 

3. Use three periods to indicate the omission of words 
from a quoted passage: 
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bor by thy words . . . thou shalt lie condemned. [Mat¬ 
thew X 11:37) 

4. Use a period, instead of a question mark, after an in¬ 
direct question; 

fie asked the traffic officer whether he was on the right 
road to Washington, 

The direct question was, “Am I on the right road to Wash¬ 
ington?" 

COLON 

I. Use a colon, instead of a comma, before a long or a 
formal quotation—-especially when the introduction is formal 
and no verb meaning to sau introduces the speech. 
Example: 

At a public dinner in Boston, Chief Justice Joseph Story 
made the following toast to the guest of honor, Edward 
Everett: 

“Fume follows merit where Everett goes.” 

Whereupon Everett returned the compliment in the 
following words: 

l o whatever heights judicial learning may attain in this 
country, it will never rise above one Story." 

1 Use colons to introduce explanations or illustrations: 

These are his reasons for dissolving the partnership: lie 
wants to set up an independent business; he finds it harcl to 
get along with Mr. Smith; and lie is anxious to work without 
the footing that he is being watched. 

3, Use the colon after the salutation in a formal letter: • j 

A tenant, when-asked by his landlord to vacate his apart- 
meet, sent him the following reply: 

“Dear Sir: 

I remain, 

Yours truly, 

John Doe,” 

4. Use the colon to separate the hours from the minutes 
when they are written in numerals: 

Meet me at the restaurant at 6:13, 



QUESTION MARK 

1. Use a question mark after a direct, but not after an 

”1 n U»T(|n«tion mark after a date to bfcato a doobt 
as to its correctness: 

Rabelais, 1490?-15!i3, was a physician, philosopher, 
satirist, and humorist . 

exclamation point 

‘ use an exclamation point to indicate a strong emotion. But 
don't overuse it, or your style may sound hysterical 

BASH , , 

I. Use a dash to indicate an abrupt or unexpected change 

in thought: 

"Do you bolievuiu clubs for wmicm 5 ” n 
“y es _if every other form of persuasion fails. 

2 Use dashes to enclose a parenthetical word, or group 
of words, to show a break in the thought, or to .summary 
or explain what has just been said: 

Mv best friend—Joint—is coming to visit me. 

The last big snowstorm—the one just before (..imstmas 
—was the severest I have ever seen. 

.Don't'overuse the dash, as it produces a choppy style. 

quotation marks 

1. Use quotation marks to enclose direct quotations, or 

words used in a special sense. _ . 

The following anecdote shows both these uses d quotation 

marks: 

A “soak-the-rich” socialist once expounded his views to 
- Rockefeller, "It isn’t fair," he said, “for mu; man to nave 
fey, millions, while his neighbor has noiliing at nil. 
n "Wlmt would you do about it?” asked HocKdeilcr. 

W "Redistribute the wealth, so that everybody will have 

said Rockefeller to the “sociabmiuded'’ 
dreamer, “my total wealth is.260 million dollars. The total 
population of the world is 2 billion. Hero is your exact 
share of my wealth—13 cents,” 


2. When a quotation extends over several paragraphs, put 
quotation marks at the beginning of each paragraph, hut at 
the end of the last paragraph only. 

3. Use single quotation marks to indicate a quotation 
within a quotation. 

Examples: 

“Of all sad words of tongue and pen,” wrote Whittier, 
“tiro saddest are these: ‘It might have been.' ” 

“I believe," said a friend to Oscar Wilde, “that ‘sugar 9 
and ‘sumac arc the only two English words that begin with 
W and are pronounced shoo.” 

“Are you sure?” was the instant retort. 

4. Use quotation marks or italics to indicate the titles of 
books, magazine articles, lectures, sermons, and words used 
in a special sense. 

Under this rule the words sugar and sumac, in the above 
anecdote, can be italicized, (Words to bo printed in italics 
are underlined when handwritten or typewritten.) 

!>. If an exclamation mark or a question mark is part of a 
quotation, it belongs inside the closing quotation marks: 

“More light!" cried the dying Goethe. 

“What do you know?” he asked. 

6. If the exclamation mark or question marie is not part 
of the quotation, place it outside the closing quotation marks: 

Who dares to say, “I am not a coward”? 

7. Always place commas and periods inside the closing 
quotation marks, even when they are not part of the quota¬ 
tion: 

“A stitch in time saves nine,” he said sagely. 

Thu word “truth,” as you know, means different things 
to different people. 

Buddha has been called the “Light of Asia.” 

FARKNTHKSES-DETOUR SIGNS 
Use parentheses (or commas or dashes) to indicate ex¬ 
planations or illustrations of preceding thoughts and words: 

The problem (it dealt with the Einstein theory) was 
very difficult. 
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Ben Hogan, the best golfer of his clay, won three cham¬ 
pionships within a single year, 

You must pass these four subjects—-mathematics, his- 
lory, English, and French—before next September. 

A final word: Note the punctuation of the news items, 
articles, and books you read. See how the proper marks, like 
good traffic signals, help to clarify the writer's ideas and to 
carry them most effectively into your consciousness. You will 
observe that writers who lived a generation or more ago used 
a much larger number of punctuation marks than we do 
today, The modern tendency to use less punctuation gives 
one’s style the quality of speed. However, to omit marks of 
punctuation where they are needed will only serve to con- 
fusts the reader, Experience and observation will teach you 
where to use punctuation marks and where you may safely 
omit them, After you have finished a piece of writing, always 
cheek it over to make sure it has been punctuated adequately. 
For a good style of writing, clarity is as important as any 
other feature. 


Time out for the Twenty-First Word Game 
A MISCELLANEOUS GROUP OF WORDS 


The words in this game are difficult, and yet they form a 
part of die educated person’s vocabulary, lit the first round of 
this game, you may make quite a number of errors. Don't he 
discouraged—you will find yourself in • good company, for 
most people are unable to use all these words correctly. When 
you get through with this game, you will find yourself in still 
better Company. 


f .Check the statement which, in your opinion, applies most 
closely to each of the following words in italics: 

L He is a man of great pmpumUtj. 

a, He loves comfort' 

b, He perspires freely 

c, He has a keen mind 


2. His sister is a flamboyant woman. 

a. She is flighty 

b. She is easily deceived 

c. She is showy , 

3. The story is scintillating. 

a. It sparkles 

b. It deals with sex 

c. It deals with a ticklish situation 

4. According to the law die child was a result of miscs- 
('('tuition. 

a. It was born in sin 

b. It was the offspring of a white person and a 
member of another race 

c. It was a premature birth 
,'j. Ho was a man of intrepidity. 

a. He had great coinage 

b. Ho was quick to act 

c. Ho liked to interfere with other people 
0. He made a gratuitous statement. 

a. It was uncalled for 

b. It was full of gratitude 
e. It was very clever 

7. The book was published posthumously. 

a. It was published in haste 
1>. It was published expensively 

c. It was issued after the author’s death 

8. His argument was tenuous. 

a. It was long-winded 

b. It was flimsy 

c. It was intense 

9. His conduct was ignominious. 

a. It was dishonorable 

b. It was stupid 

c. It was abusive 

10. He made a scurrilous attack on his rival. 

a. The attack was very stupid 

b. It was very offensive 

e, It was a liit-and-nm affair 

11. They were a fmiogmem group, 

a. They were like one another 

b. They were brilliant 

c. They were very kind 


12, His face was cadaverous. 

a. He looked like an average person 

b. He looked like a corpse 

c. He looked like a cad 

13, He advocated genocide. 

a. He wanted to kill germs 

1), He believed in destroying whole groups or races 

c, He urged people to read the Bible 

14, His talk was euphemistic. 

a, He substituted pleasant for disagreeable words 

b, He spoke in an effeminate voice 

c, He talked in riddles 

15, His joy was evanescent. 

a, It kept increasing all the time 

h. It disappeared soon 
c. It'kept him on an even keel 


—Answers— 

1-c, 2-c, 3-a, 4-b, 5-a, <k, 7-c, 8-b, 9 
13-b, 14-a, 15-b 


a, Ji> b, 11-a, 12 b, 


Match the words on 
left: 

I, cadaverous 
.2.- euphemistic 

3. evanescent 

4. flamboyant 

5. genocide 
/ 6. gratuitous 

N 7, homogeneous 

8. ignominious 

9. intrepidity 

: 10, miscegenation 

II, perspicacity 

12, posthumously 

13. scintillating 

14. scurrilous 

15, tenuous 


the rigid with the definitions on the 

a. passing away before long 

b. given freely, uncalled for 

c. intermarriage between different 
races 

d. despicable, .dishonorable 

e. absence of fear, groat courage 

f. thin, flimsy 

g. pale, like a corpse 

k occurring after a person’s death 

i. sparkling 

j. using a pleasant word for a 
disagreeable idea 

k. grossly offensive 

l. extermination of a racial or a 
national group 

m, showy, like a flame 

n, mental keenness 

o, of the same kind (with another) 


1-g, 2-j, 3-a, 4-m, 5-1, 6-b, 7-o, 8-d, 9-e, 10-c, 11-n, 12-h, 
I3*i, 14-k, 15-f 


Answer each of the following questions: 

1, Would a glutton be likely to look cadaver¬ 
ous? Yes No 

2, Is a flimsy argument tenuous? Yes No 

3, Is it euphemistic to say that a dead person 

has “passed on?” Yes No 

4, Would you call a gentle rebuke scurrilous? Yes No 

5, Would you call water and oil a homoge¬ 
neous mixture? Yes No 

6, Is it a sign of intrepidity to be afraid of the 

dark? , ’ Yes No 

7, Is it miscegenation for two white people to 

many each other? Yes No 

8, Arc rainbows mine,went? Yes No 

9, Is dull conversation scintillating? Yes No 

10. Is a child ever bora posthumously when 

both parents arc alive? Yes No 

11. Would you call a display of too many-jewels 

flamboyant? Yes No 

12. When you get information by asking for it, 

is it gratuitous? Yes No 

13. Was Socrates a man of unusual perspicacity? Yes No 

14. Is DDT regarded as a genocide? Yes No 

15. Is the conduct of a traitor ignominious ? Yes No 

—Answers— 

1-no, 2-yos, 3-yes, 4 no, 5-no, 6-no, 7-no, 8-yes, 9-no, 10-no, 
11-yes, 12-no, 13-yes, 14-no, 15-yes 


Give the correct word for each of the following definitions: 

1. fearlessness i- 

2. mental keenness p- 

3. thin, flimsy (in an abstract 

sense) _ t-—— 

4. pale, ghastly like a corpse c.-— 

5. grossly abusive s--— 







6. expressing something disagree¬ 
able in an agreeable way 

7. sparkling 

8. born after father’s death, or 
published after author's death 
(adverb) 

9. marriage between different 
races 

10. despicable, disgraceful 

11. given freely without claim, or 
offered without cause 

12. fleeting or transient 

13. of the same kind 

14. extermination of a racial group 

15. showy, bombastic 

—4n.wm— 

1-intrepidity, 2-perspicacity, ,1-tenuous, 4-cadavcrons, ] 

8- scurrilous, fkmphermstie, 7-scintillating, Bposthumously, 

9- miscegenation, JO-ignoiuinious, 11-gratiiitous, 12-evanes* 
cent, 13-honiogeneous, 14-genocide, IS-flamlwyant 

V' 

M J 

Here are the pronunciations of the words you have just s 
added to your vocabulary: 

cadaverous: ka-DAV-cr-us . ) 

euphemistic, adjective; you-fe-MIS-tik 

euphemism, noun: YGU-fe-mian 

evanescent: evan-ESS-ent 

flamboyant: flam-lit >Y an? 

genocide; jEN-o-side i; 

gratuitous: grat-YOU-it-us 

homogeneous, adjective; lio-mo-JEE-fiec-ns 

homogeneousness, noun: lio-mo-JEE-ni-ii.'MMya; or 

homogeneity, noun: ho-mo-je-NKE-i-tce 

ignominious, adjective: ig-no-MlN-eems 

ignominiousness, noun: ig-nn-MIN-ee-us-hetf:; or ! 

ignominy, noun: IG-no-niin-ec 

intrepidity, noun: in-trc-PlD-i-teo 

intrepid, adjective: in-TREl’-id 

miscegenation: mis-se-jc-NAY-shun 

perspicacity, noun: per-spi-KASS-i-tec 

perspicacious, adjective: per-spi-KAY-shus 



posthumously: POS-choo (or tyoo)-mus-lee 
scintillating: SIN-lil-late-ing 
scurrilous: SCUR-ril-us 
tenuous: TEN-you-us 







(). expressing something disagree- 
able in an agreeable way 

7, sparkling 

8, horn after father’s death, or 
published after author's death 
(adverb) 

9, marriage between different 
races 

10. despicable, disgraceful 

11. given freely without claim, or 
offered without cause 

12. fleeting or transient 

13. of the same kind 
14,, extermination of.a racial group 
IS. showy, bombastic 

—/WSUXT.V---' 

1-intrepidity, 2-perspieaeity, 3-tmjoos, -1-cadaverous, ; 
i-scurrilous, fl-euphemistie, '/-scintillating, 8-posthumously, i 
^miscegenation, 10 ignominious, 11-gratuitous, 12 evanes- 1 
rent, Id-homogeneous, H genocide, 15 ilambuyaut 

Hero aro the pronunciations of flu: words you have just 
uidcd to your vocabulary: 

cadaverous: ka-DAV-or-us 
euphemistic, adjective: ycm-fc-MfS tik 
euphemism, noun: YOU-fe utiau 
evanescent: cv-an-ESS-ent 
flamboyant: ilam-BOY-ant 
genocide: JEN o-side 
gratuitous: graf-YOU-it-us 
homogeneous, adjective: luHno-JEE-nee-us 
homogeneousness, noun: lio liiO-JEE-ni-us-Jicss; or 
homogeneity, noun: ho-mo-je NKE-i tee 
ignominious, adjective: ig-no-MfN rc us 
ignominiousness, noun: ig-nn-MlN-ee us-ncss; or 
ignominy, noun: fG-no-min-ec 
intrepidity, noun: in-trc-PfD-i-tee 
intrepid, adjective: in*TREP-id 
miscegenation: mis-se-jc-NAY-shim 
perspicacity, noun: per-spi-KASS-i-tee 
perspicacious, adjective: per-spi-KAY-shus 




posthumously: POS-choo (or tyoo)-mus-lee 
scintillating: SIN-til-late-ing 
scurrilous: SCUR-ril-us 
tenuous: TEN-you-us 










nuisance? Are Rodgers and Hammerstein flit: equal of Gilbert 
and Sullivan? Was George Gershwin a great composer? lias I 
the radio advanced or retarded our musical appreciation? Are '; 
our children taught the right kind of music? Do you prefer 
grand opera in English or in a foreign tongue? Can you give i 
reasons for your preference? ■ j 

Conversations on music—take it from a layman who lias \ 
tried them—can be among the most fascinating pastimes in 
the world. . j 

4. The stage, The recently revived interest in the drama j 
lias made the stage a lively topic for conversation. What do j 
you consider the greatest play of the year? Of the decade? 

How do TV plays compare with stage plays? With screen 
plays? What, in your opinion, is the best medium for drama 
—the stage, radio, television, the motion picture? Are play- j 
wrighis underpaid as compared—let us say—to stage dirce- ; 
tors or actors? As compared to salesmen? Do we give enough [ 

recognition to our artists in general? Does the entertainment ! 

world suffer from too much commercialism? These and similar : j 
questions can provide an entire evening of zestful conversa- ! 
tion. 

5. Sports, It is hardly necessary to dwell upon this as one i 

of the most interesting subjects for conversation. Practically ( 
all of us are Friday prophets and Monday quarterbacks. But • 
let me mention one phase of this subject that a number of j 

my friends have found unusually enjoyable. They have "con- ; 

versational (but not actual) betting pools” on important 
games, fights and races. They get together just before an im- i 
portaiit athletic event, discuss the merits of the various con¬ 
testants, and place their “bets" on their favorites. And theft, 
when the event is over, they adjust their bets and compare i 
the actual results with their former guesses, Nobody, of / 
course, wins any money; but, on the other hand, nobody f 
loses any, and everybody has had an exciting time. Try it for j 
yourself and you will see what I mean, 

6. Hobbies , Ibis is a good subject for conversation pro- \ 

vided you talk about the other fellow’s rather than your own \ 

hobby. Theodore Roosevelt was aware of this fact. Whenever j 

he was about to meet anyone he was anxious to please, he f 

found out all he could about that person’s pet hobby. When . 

he met the person, he spoke with sympathy and enthusiasm p 

about the thing that lay closest to his visitor’s heart. This, j 

declared Roosevelt, was the secret of his popularity. j 
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Talk to your friends about the hobbies that interest them , 
and you will get a reputation for good fellowship, charming 
wit, and a brilliant mind. There is nothing that pleases people 
so much as your interest in their interests. ' 

7. Gossip. This is perhaps the most fascinating of all sub¬ 
jects for conversation. For “the best of women and the wisest 
of men enjoy their gossip now and again." 

And who of us doesn’t? Rut let us take care to be thought¬ 
ful gossipers. Whenever we talk about our neighbors, let us 
remember the words of James Whitcomb Riley; “Let some- 
tiling good be said." 

The very meaning of the word gossip denotes something 
good. Derived from the two words. God sibh, a gossip was 
originally a God-relation . a person spiritually akin to another 
person—a sponsor at a baptism, for example, Later on, a 
gossip came to mean a friend. Rut a friend is likely to be a 
frequent visitor; and a frequent visitor is a possible bringer 
of news. And thus, little by little, the word gossip acquired 
the unsavory meaning of a carrier of inks, an idle tattler, a 
scandalmonger. 

There is nothing so vicious as evil gossip. Its effects are 
vividly portrayed in Sheridan’s School for Scandal, where a ' 
character is assassinated at almost every word. But, on the 
other hand, there is nothing so delightful as good gossip. If 
you gossip about your friends in a friendly way. you make 
them feel important. The best novels, the best newspaper 
columns, and the best conversations are those that indulge in 
good-natured gossip about everything under the sun. 

SUBJECTS TO AVOID IN CONVERSATION 

It is just as important to know what subjects to avoid as 
what subjects to select for good conversation, If you don’t 
want to be set down as a wet blanket or a bore, be careful to 
remember the following conversational taboos: 

1. Avoid talking about yourself, unless you are asked to do 
so. People are interested in their own problems, not in yours. 

2. Avoid talking about the clever sayings of your children. 
Your friends’ children are also clever at times; and nothing 
perhaps is so boring to parents as to see the genius of your 
little ones paraded before their eyes. 

3. Avoid talking about sickness or death. The only one who 
willingly listens to such talk is the doctor, but he gets paid 
for it. 

277 




4. Avoid slander. Remember the ditty: i 

• ' • i 

There is so much good in the worst of us, 

And so much bad in the best of us, ; 

That it hardly behooves any of us 
To talk about the rest of us. 

If you slander your friends behind their back, your auditor i 
may show you a certain amount of interest. But he will dts- I 
trust you as a dangerous person whose very nest victim for ! 
slander may be himself. j 

5. Avoid describing the scenery you saw on your vacation. [ 

Long descriptions, even in books written by masters, arc j 
likely to be tedious. j 

6. Avoid telling the story of the book you have , just read. I 
The author has probably done the job much more effectively j. 
than you can do it. If your listeners are interested in the i 
story, they will want to go to the book and get it at first, hand, j 

T. Avoid shoptalk, unless you are talking to people en¬ 
gaged in the same business or profession. Very few persons ■/ .! 
in a mixed group will be interested in the details of your ' j 
particular job. Good conversation, as we have noted, must ! 
deal with subjects of general interest j 

LANGUAGE AND SLANGUAGE j 

In addition to certain subjects, there are certain expressions j 
that you should avoid in good conversation. j. 

First and most important, avoid slang expressions in polite j 
conversation. Slang is generally taboo in cultivated company, < 
Such expressions as like l said, arc. you kiddin, what's ivokin, 
the lady was a knockout, the cat's whiskers, he got canned, 
she's some babe, hot stuff, drop dead may lend a humorous 
effect in familiar speech, but they are not suitable for formal j 
use, As H. W. Fowler points out, “many slang words and j 
phrases perish, a few establish themselves; in either case, i 
during probation they are counted unfit for literary use.” 

Here is a partial list of slangy and of other vulgar and 
illiterate expressions to avoid in good conversation: j 

i 

and what have you 
tfunderstand what 1 meanP . 

hadn’t ought to ? 

had ought to 

had l of known j 


1 fed nauseous for I fed nauseated 
equally as for equally or as 
leave us go for let us go 
imgardless for regardless 
hissdf, theirsdf, thdrsdm for himself, themselves 
he learned me grammar for he taught me grammar 
1 got an incite for I got an invitation 
he owned me five dollars for he owed, etc. 
like nobody’s business 
the car is broke for the car is broken 
attaboy, attagirl 

l can't find him nowhere for l can’t find him anywhere 
he cant hardly stand on his feet for he can hrnlty stand 
m his feet 

this here city for this city 
jeepers creepers 

he don’t do it. good for he doesn’t do it well 

it don’t do her no good for it doesn’t do her any good 

1 ain’t talking for Tm not talking 

whoopee 

the Giants is dead 

she's ahat tamale 

was you there? for were you there? 

Tm tailin’ yuh! 

I scan it | 

1 done it Jf 

I ain’t seen it 
l ain’t done it 

me and you are friends hv you and lore friends 
believe you me! 

hi spoke of me being there for he spoke of rnj being: 
there 
sezyoti 
nettz to you 
oh, yeahP 

SAY IT RIGHT 

Get into the habit of avoiding vulgarisms and using better 
English in your conversation. Byway of practice, try to give 
a good English equivalent for each of the following bits of 




Wrong 

1, They’re in cahoots. 

?. Quit kiddin me. 

3. You slay me. 

4. They gave her the raspberry. 

5. Lay off him. 

6. He gave him the low-down, 

7. I’m falling for you, babe. 

8. He was a punk with a lousy puss. 

9. He's my side-kick. 

10. Stop dishing out the applesauce. 

11. That’s a lot of baloney. 

12. He’s nuts about her. 

13. I'll have a look-see. 

14. I disremember what I said. 

15. I don’t understand it nohow. 

16. They stole it on me. 

17. He tickled the ivories. 

18. He gave us a lot of bull. 

19. It was a regular gyp-joint. 

20. You said a mouthful. 

— Answers — 

There are several ways of correcting a slang expression. 
Any good English equivalent will do for each of the sentences 
in the above test. Here are some of the possible correct sub¬ 
stitutions: 

1. They are in collusion. 

2. Stop making fun of me. 

3. You entertain me tremendously (spoken sarcastically)... 

5. LetIiim alone, " 

6. He told him the truth of the matter. 

7. I’m falling in love with you, young lady, 

8. He was a young gangster with an ugly face. 

; 9. He’s my best friend. . 

Y 10, Stop the excessive flattery. 

11. That talk is very insincere. 

12. He’s infatuated with her. 

13. I’ll have a look, 

14. I don’t remember what J said. 

15. I don’t understand it at all. 

16. They stole it from me. 
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17. He played the piano. 

18. His talk was full of Muff. 

20. This Me* mm* fe aid to kva !„„ bf 
the wife ot a former mayor or New York fSiv V . " 
the visit of Queen Marie of Houmania to MS S? g 
Wtan Marie told kr hastens that Now Ymk hid th/fct 

fe ta. beamed £ 
and exclaimed: \ nu said a mouthful Queenl” 

t0 * “ " f « « 1»it« right, Yom 


Ttmc out tor the IVemy-Second Word Game 
WORDS THAT WILL ADD POWER 
TO YOUR CONVERSATION 


‘There te a weird power,'’ as Joseph Conrad reminds us, 
m the sjiiikeu word . , . A word carries far-very far- 
deals desirin tiou through time as the bullets «j flvW 
through space. 0 J h 

But the power of words can be constructive as well as 
destructive. Listen to Byron on this point: 

“* • • words arc.things; and a.small drop of ink, 

(-i Falling like dew upon a thought, produces’ 

That which makes thousands, perhaps millions, think,” 

Hero arc 25 additional words that will add to your mental 
power--your ability to express your own thoughts and to 
make others think, 


Cheik the correct synonym, or equivalent word or phrase 
for each of the following word:,: 

1. abstemious 

(-») tauperaio (h) vaporous (e) concealed 

2, adulation 

(a) grown-up conduct (b) extravagant praise 
(i‘) excessive joy 



3. ambiguous 

(a) adjacent (b) aspiring (c) having a double mean¬ 
ing 

4. chauvinism 

(a) exaggerated patriotism (b) love for the theater 
(c) a determination to win 

5. chimerical 

(a) ringing like a bell (b) cheerful (c) fanciful 

8. condone 

(a) to forgive (b) to contribute (c) to conspire 

7. desultory 

(a) deserted (b) insulting (c) fitful, random 

8. equivocal 

(a) fair or just (b) impartial (c) doubtful, question¬ 
able 

9. flagellate 

(a) to make flags (b) to whip (c) to harden into a 
jelly 

10. germane 

(a) belonging to Germany (b) appropriate, closely 
related to (c) containing germs 

11. garrulous 

(a) talkative (b) gallant (c) fond 

12. iconoclast 

(a) an aristocrat (b) a classical work of art (c) an 
attacker of venerated beliefs 

13. impecunious 

(a) habitually poor (b) queer (c) very rich, having 
much money 

14. indubitable 

(a) in duty bound (b) unquestionable, certain (c) 
having debts to pay 

15. -intermittent 

(a) periodic (b) enclosed (c) forwarded 

16. maritime 

(a) having a good time (b) a wedding anniversary 
(c) pertaining to the sea 

17. obsequious 

(a) subservient (b) independent (c) pertaining to a 
funeral service 

18. oligarchy 

(a) a spy ring (b) an oil mixture (c) a government 
restricted to a few powerful persons 


19. peccable 

(a) very old (b) capable of sinning (c) having a large 
capacity 

20. peremptory 

(a) authoritative, arbitrary (b) pertaining to a buyer 
(c) thoughtful 

21. querulous 

(a) cheerful (b) crazy (c) fault-finding, fretful 

22. terrestrial 

(a) frightening (b) pertaining to the earth (c) .a sum¬ 
mons to a Mai 

23. ubiquitous 

(a) being everywhere at once (b) wicked (c) ready 
to quit 

24. unctuous 

(a) greasy (b) prompt (c) related by marriage 

25. vociferous 

(a) made of iron (b) noisy (c) speechless 
•^Answers— 

H 2-h, 3-c, 4-a, 5-c, 6-a, 7-c, 8-c, 9-b, 10-b, 11-a, 12-c, 
13-a, 14-b, 15-a, 16-c, 17-a, 18 c, 19-b, 20-a, 21-e, 22-b, 23*, 
24-a, 25-b 

B 

Now try something liarder. Check the coirect antonym, or 
opposite word or phrase, for each of the following words: 

1. abstemious 

(a) forgiving (b) intemperate (c) cheerful 

2. adulation 

(a) abuse (b) sorrow (c) brightness 

3. ambiguous 

(a) certain (b) lazy (c) tiny 

4. chauvinism 

(a) friendliness (d) disinterest in one's country 
(c) dullness 

5. chimerical 

(a) real (b) flying by night (c) gloomy 
0. condone 

(a) to sympathize (b) to condemn (c) to conspire 

7. desultory 

(a) consistent (b) happy, (c) quick 

8. equivocal 

(a) clear .(b) unequal (c) silent 
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9. flagellate 

(a) to lower the flujr, (h) t<» <!i;;so1vo (e) to caress 

10, germane 

(a) unrelated (b) French (c) s»u!i.l 

11, garrulous 

(a) ascetic (it) reticent (e) cruel 

12, iconoclast 

(a) a pre.sorvtfr of religious belief;, (b) a ne'er-do-well ! 
(c) u hermit 

13, impecunious 

(a) extraordinary (b) spoiled (e) prosperous 

14, indubitable 

(a) doubtful (b) free from debt (o) avoidable 

15, intermittent ■ j 

(a) delayed (b) dug up (c) continuous 

10. maritime j. 

(a) pertaining to the laud (b) dealing with sadness [ 
(c) eternal 

17. obsequious 

(a) obliging (b) healthy (e) independent 

18. oligarchy 

(a) discipline (b) democracy (e) persuasion ■-i 

19. peccable 

(a) narrow (b) invisible (c) faultless, not liable to sin I 

20. peremptory i 

(a) lenient (b) disagreeable (c) exacting 

21. querulous 

(a) dull (b) inquisitive-(e) uncomplaining 

22. terrestrial, 

(a) unafraid (b) restless (c) celestial 

23. ubiquitous 

(a) merciful (b) just (c) not misliug everywhere j 

24. unctuous j 

(a) not punctual (b) free from grease (e) unmanace- ■ 
able 

' 25, vociferous 

(a) timid (b) quiet (<:} blind | 

.-Awn*.*— 

l*b, 2-a, 3-a, 44), 5-a, O b, 7-n, 8m, 9-e, 10 a. Ti b, 12m, j 
13-C, 14*a, lS-c, 10-a, 17<>, JS-b, lif e, 20-a, 21m. 22-e, 23-e, ! 
24-b, 25-b :! 


C 

Now that you are pretty familiar with these words, put the 
correct word into each of the following spaces: 

1 . Ha ff_himself for what he considered a ter¬ 

rible sin. 

2. What you are now saying is not all ge--—- to 

the subject. 

3. Patriotism with a chip on the shoulder has been de¬ 
fined as eh-- 

4. An interrupted electric current flowing in one direc¬ 
tion is called in-—-- 

5. We live but a short time in our te-———— home 
before we are told to move on, as we hope, to our celestial 

6. He was h w-.— _because he never could hold a 

job. 

7. A good writer will abstain from am-- expres¬ 

sions—that is, expressions which leave you in doubt as to 
their meaning. 

8. His unrealistic plan to end the war was a cL------- 

dream. 

9. Good health frequently depends upon ah. . ,, . . 

habits in eating and drinking. 

10. God’s uk_—_presence, said Spinoza, fills every 

particle of the universe, 

11. The judge sent a pe-summons for the ap¬ 

pearance of the witness. 

12. Ills voice had a qu—-—sound, as if he bore a 
a grudge against the world. 

13. Franklin D. Roosevelt was opposed to what he called 

the financial ol___-—- of our country—that is, the rale 

of the rich minority. 

14. His plans were illogical, 

15. Ho spoke in a buttery, insincere, and 
. voice, 

16. England’s ma_— trade brings her products 
from all over the world. 

17. To paraphrase Shakespeare, it is more noble to con- 

than to condemn. 

18. To err is human; in other words, we are ail 

no,_—_. at times. 


changeable, and 
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19. The g fl-- -old fellow kept talking incessantly 

about his war exploits. 

20. His testimony was shifty, evasive, and eq-— 

21. He flattered his superior with an acL—.-„— that 

was definitely insincere. 

22. Ibsen, because of his attacks on widely held beliefs, 

was generally regarded as an ic_.——- 

23. He was boisterous, aggressive, and vo.——-in 

his demands, 

24. The masses of the people were cowed and 

ob-—— to the dictator. 

25. The prisoner was convicted because of the detailed 

and in-_.___ evidence of the witness. 


—Anmers— 

1-flagellated, 2-germane, 3-chauvinism, 4-mtermittent, 5- 
terrestrial, 6-impecunious, 7-ambiguous, 8-chimericaI, 9-ab- 
stemious, 10-ubiquitous, 11-peremptoiy, 12-querulous, 13- 
oligarchy, 14-desultory, 15-unctuous, 16-maritime, 17-con- 
done, 18-peccable, 19-garrulous, 20-equivocal, 21-adulation, 
22-iconoclast, 23-vociferous, 24-obsequious, 25-indubitabIe 


The more difficult words in this game are pronounced as 


1. abstemious: ab-STEE-mee-us 

2. chauvinism: SHOW-vin-izm 

3. chimerical, adjective: ki or kigh-MER-ik-1 
chimera, norm: ki or kigh-MEE-ra 

4. desultory: DESS-ul-to-ree 

5. equivocal: e-QUIV-o-kul 

6. flagellate: FLAJ-el-late 

7. garrulous: GAR-oo-lus 

8. iconoclast: eye-KGN-o-klast 

9. impecunious: im-pe-KEW-ni-us 

10. obsequious: ob-SEEK-wi-us 

11. oligarchy: OL-ig-ar-kee 

12. peccable: PEK-a-bl 

peremptory: per-EMP-to-ree, or PER-emp-to-ree 

14. querulous: KWER-you-lus 

15. terrestrial: ter-RES-tree-ul 

16. ubiquitous: you-BIK-wit-us 

17. vociferous: vo-SIF-er-us 
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HOW TO WRITE BETTER LETTERS 


Many of us look upon letter writing as a chore. Life is too 
rapid nowadays, we complain, for this leisurely method of 
friendly communication. How often do we neglect our corres¬ 
pondence with the excuse that we just “haven’t the time to 
attend to that pile of unanswered letters.” 

The remedy for this sort of neglect is simple. Organize, your 
time to include letter writing among your regular activities. 

Set aside a definite period every week_say an evening-or a 

Sunday afternoon—for your correspondence and for nothing ; 
else. Before long, you will have turned this activity into a 
habit. You will look forward to your letter writing not as a 

distasteful chore but as a genuine pleasure,_the pleasure of 

exchanging ideas and sympathies and hopes with your absent 
relatives and friends. 

HOW TO DRESS UP A UTTER 

A letter is a mental visit to a friend, Make your visits 
personable as well as pleasant Use paper and envelopes of 
good quality if you want to make a good impression. 

In general, yon should write your informal social letters 
by hand, but your formal business letters' on the typewriter. 

A typewritten social letter may seem too cold, a hand-written 
business letter too amateurish, With old friends, however, 
typewritten correspondence is usually considered acceptable, 
and it may even be desirable if your script is not easy to read. 
The business man will only be irritated if he can’t decipher 
your message at once. 

If you write your social letters by hand, try for courtesy’s 
sake to be as legible, as possible, Don’t irritate your friend by J.; 
currying the ..obscurity of.a poor handwriting too far. 

Avoitl too many abbreviations. Don’t give your reader the 
impression that you have been anxious to get through with : 
the letter as quickly as possible. 
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Don t crowd vour letter. Hove plenty of margin at the ion 
^ ™5 ,n :... £ll ! d 01 ! ! x ' tl ! silfcs - And don't cress out tod 


, , . ; :... » cross out to 

mail}' words', or drop ink blots on the page, if the ^ 
.untidy, rewrite it. " u 13 

Don’t be to.) long-winded. A protracted visit, whether social 
or commercial, becomes a bore. 

Above all, be tactful. In letter writing, as well as in con 
versahou, always remember the other follows convenience 
and feelings if you want him to remember yours. 

Letters are as a rule divided into five parts; 


The Writers Address and Date 
The Salutation 
The Body 
The Conclusion 
The Signature 


SOCIAL LETTERS 
An Informal invitation: 


Suppose you want to invite a friend for a week-end. Try 
to make the letter short and chatty and warm, like the 


following sample: 


Seumdule, 

, . ■ time 25,11L_ 

My dear Sally, 

It you have no other plans for the week-end of fato 
we would love to have yon spend it with as at Brewstei 
I m having a few intimate frkuds~~yours and mine —ji 
our summer cottage; and, needless to say, the party wi 
be incomplete withimt you. 1 

So please don’t say no. Wo arc all looking forward t, 
socmg you mu! hope you will be able to come. 


Expectantly yours, 
Joannes 


aI,0Vt ' ii,fonfl,i! kttor, please note the following 

iui the date, there are commas after the name of the citv 
mi! the day of the month, ' 

In .tlur salutation, die word dm begins with a mall instead 

! 5 "ft* r er ’ ™ if ¥-pnoM hy Mtj. At the end 
Uio .salutation, thc^rg is ft coftmiu* 


In the body of this informal letter, the style is chatty and 
‘ intimate and warm. 

In the conclusion, the word yours begins with a small 
letter. There is a comma at: the end. 

In the signature, the last name is omitted. 

An Informal Answer to an Informal Invitation: 

Yonkers, June 27, 19— 

Dear Joanne, 

I shall be delighted to come for the week-end. With our 
mutual friends as your guests and you as the charming 
hostess, I look, forward to having the time of my life, 
Thanks a million for the invitation. 

Ever devotedly yours, 

Sally 

In the conclusion of this letter, please note that every word 
I with the exception of the first begins with a small letter, 

In the heading of a letter, it: is customary to use no ab- 
.! fareviations, but to write out in full the names of cities, states, 

! and months. 

Salem, Massachusetts, 
i October 13,19— 

Some people prefer to put the date at the bottom, instead 
of at the top, of a letter, This is permissible. But note the 
> customary usage of these two forms. If the date is at the top, 

*’ it is placed on the right, and the day of the month is indicated 

by figures, us above. But if the date is at the bottom, it is 
i placed on the left, and the day of the month is written out in 
full, as below. 

Sincerely yours, 

Helen Jackson 

| October the seventh 

| THE GOLDEN RULE IN LETTER WRITING 

In your general correspondence with your friends, remem- 
\ her die Golden Rule of reciprocal good will. Write to others 
the way you would like them to write to you. In every letter 
to your friend, consider his convenience and tastes. Say noth¬ 
ing that will hurt. Even when your letter must bear a painful 
message, try to soften it with a. kindly word. 

Suppose, for example, your friend writes to you for a loan, 

| Remember that he probably feels sensitive, about his re¬ 
quest, and answer him with consideration and tact, If you 






«!:m grant the request, don’t answer in a patronizing tone 
And if you must refuse the loan, be sure to explain as warmly 
as you can that the refusal is beyond your control. 1 
Some letters, as you can readily see, require considerable 
thoughtfulness on your part. But you will always find a sure 
guide to your thought in' a simple question: How would you 
want your friend to write to you in a similar situation? 

In all your correspondence, try to adopt what the letter- 
specialists call the ’you-attitude.” Try to put yourself into 
the other fellow’s place. Avoid the excessive use’of 1, and be 
liberal with the flattering pronoun you. Even when you have 
to argue with your friend, try to impress your view upon him 
only when you can show him tactfully that it is to his interest 
to consider your argument. 

BUSINESS LETTERS 

In your business letters, just as in your social letters, try to 
remember the other fellow’s point of view. Whether yon sell 
goods or services, impress upon your customer that it is his 
convenience as well as your own that you have in mind. 

Your business letter should be more formal, less chatty, 
than your social letter. Remember that the recipient of your 
business letter has no time to waste on unnecessary details. 
Be brief, frank, courteous, cooperative, and neat. 

And bo sure to have the letter properly typed. Leave plenty 
Ot white space at the top, the bottom, and the two sides. If 
your letter is short, arrange it in a narrow column down 'the 
center of the page. A letter of eight narrow lines looks mors 
attractive than a letter of four wide lines. Your letter should 
form a box whoso sides are as nearly parallel as possible to 
tilt: edges of the paper on which it is typed. 

In the heading of the letter, type the name (if the recipient, 
his firm (if any), bis address in full, and the repetition of the 
name, as follows: 

Mr. John Clemens 
I he Hilton-Fletcher Company 
342 Springdale Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Clemens: 

It used to be customary to place commas at the end of the 
fust three lines in the heading; and a period at the end of the 
fourth line. Nowadays this practice is regarded as rather old- 
fashioned, hut it isn’t incorrect. 


You may or you may not indent the first line in the body 
of the letter, and the first line in each subsequent paragraph. 
Both fonus are correct 
Example 1: 

Mr. John Clemens 
The Hilton-Fletcher Company 
342 Springdale Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Clemens: 

Thank you for your letter of April 21, 
We shall be happy to fill your order as soon as our new 
shipment arrives. 

As for the other matter you mention in 

your letter, etc. 

Example 2: 

Mr. John Clemens 

The Hilton-Fletcher Company 

342 Springdale Avenue jj 

Hartford, Connecticut 

Dear Mr, Clemens: 

Thank you for your letter of April 21. We shall be happy to 
fill your order as soon as our new shipment arrives. 

As for the other matter you mention in your letter, etc. 

WHAT TO SAY AND HOW TO SAY IT 
Even more important than the layout of a business letter 
is the substance. Almost every letter written by a business¬ 
man, you must remember, is a sales letter. Whether you offer 
an article or a'service, or try to adjust a claim, acknowledge 
a communication or collect a bill, your primary purpose is to 
sell goods or good will. 

In business letters you must generally assume that the 
customer is right. He has a right to be treated promptly, 
patiently, and courteously. Consider every problem from the 
customer’s point of view, try to write ana to dp what will be 
to his advantage. And always address him by name. Whether 
you write an individual or a form letter, make your message 
personal. Never, if you can help it, head your letter with the 





mere words Dear Sir or Dear Madam, or, what is even worse, 
Dear Sir or Madam. If the name of the recipient of your 
circular letter is unknown to you, head it at least with the 
salutation Dear Friend. 

Don’t make your sales letters too long. On the other hand, 
don’t make them too skimpy. Tell yon r story simply and 
vividly. Paint an adequate picture of the goods or the good 
will yon are trying to sell, Organize your letter in such a way 
that it will introduce your product, induce your customer to 
consider it, and produce the sale. 

This is true of every sales letter. Of the two specimen 
letters that follow, the first was unsuccessful and the second 
successful, Study them carefully and see if you can tell the 
reasons for the result in each case, 

L This letter was sent to the employment manager of a 
' New.York department store: 

14 Prospect Street 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
March 14,19- 

Dear Sirs- 

I am looking for a job in your store, 1 would like, as a 
preliminary, to enter your training course with a view to 
employment either permanently or for the summer, 

I am a graduate of Dartmouth College, class of 1948, 
and of the Harvard Graduate School of Business Adminis¬ 
tration, class of 1952. I have specialized in problems of 
retail distribution, and I want to supplement mv academic 
training with actual experience. That is why fain askirm 
for your help, so that I can have the opportunity to famij- 
wrize myself with department store management' at first¬ 
hand. 

I trust you will send me a prompt and .satisfactory reply. 
Yours truly, 

, Horny Gordon 

§ The young man did not get the job. 

P 2. Ihis letter was sent to an investment broker; 

71. Ghadwick Street 
Albany, New York 
• January. 4,19- 

Dear Mr. Hastings: 

At die suggestion of Professor B -— of the Harvard 
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Graduate School of Business Administration, I anf writing 
to oiler my services to your company. I am 24 years old 
and l have just finished my post-graduate studies at the 
Harvard Business School. 1 am a member of the First 
Methodist Church, of which my unde, the Reverend Dr. 
Saunders, is the minister. 

Frankly, I know nothing about the practical side of the 
Stock market. I have, however, made a thorough academic 
study of it under Professor IF-——-, and I think I can 
learn the practical side in a short time. At least, I am 
going to try, as 1 find this field fascinating and I am eager 
to make good. 

1 think it will interest you to know that my father is a 
prominent surgeon. Personally, 1 am acquainted with quite 
a number of well-to-do physicians. These gentlemen are 
good prospects for a trustworthy investment company such 
as yours. Should I get this position, I will begin with them, 
And—if you will pardon my presumption—I knoio I can 
bring you business from the very start. 

The initial salary is not too important to me. What con¬ 
cerns me most is to prove my value to your firm. 

I am enclosing several references'as to my character, 
mv scholastic ability, and my practical workability. Busy 
as I know you are,* I trust you will find the time to look 
at these references. 

May I hope for a favorable reply, at your convenience, 
to this application? 

Respectfully yours, 

Donald Earle 

This young man promptly landed the job. 

WHAT MAKES OR BREAKS A LETTER 
Now before yon read the analysis of the two letters, jot 
down your own reasons for the failure of the first and the 
success of the second. 

Have you done so? Then compare your own reasons with 
the following: . 

The first letter is little more than a plea for a job. It is 
based largely upon the “^attitude” rather than upon the 
“you-attitiulc." For example: “f^am looking for a job— h 
would like"—“/ am : 
want to supplement”- 
have the opportunity.” 
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*'f v wmh D,VJ Mr or Dm A: indam, or, what is even worse 
■Om Sir or fomkm H the name of the recipient of your 
uivular !. r is unknown to yon, head it at least with tlm 
salutation Dm Friend, 

Don’t make your sains letters too long. On the other hand 
, ul: r; tluii " i , 00 To)! your story simply and 

vividly, iamt an adequate picture of the goods or the rood 
wiil you aw trying to sell. Organize your letter in such a wav 
. f will m!mince your product, induce your customer to 
consider it, and produce the sale. 

Tills is true of every sales letter. Of the two specimen: 
Mt3r.«; that follow, the first was unsuccessful aik! the second 
Successful, Study thorn carefully and see jf you can toil the 


reasons ferthe result in each ease, 

1. litis letter was sent to the employment manager of a 


14 Prospect Street 
Worcester, Massachusetts 
March M, !0~ 

Dear Sir: 

f am looking for a job in your store. I would like, as a 
preliminary, to enter your training course with a view to 
employment either permanently or for the summer. 

l am a graduate of Dartmouth College, chess of 1948 
f 0 ih f Hl «™rd Graduate .School of Business AdmhnV 
tration, dass of 1.952. 1 have specialized j n problems of 
ret;n! distribution, arid 1 want to supplement my academic 
training with actual experience. That is why idem asking 
taryonr help, so that l can have the opportunity to famil- 
janro myself witii dopmlmmsf .store mauageuient at first 

I trust you will send me a prompt mid satisfactory reply. 
Tours truly, 

Henry Gordon 

Hie young man did not get the job. 

2. This letter was sent to an investment brokers 

71 Chadwick Street 
Albany, New York 

... ... • January 4,19— 

Dear Mr. Hastings: 

At the suggestion of Professor 8-of the Harvard 


Graduate School of Business Administration, ! am writing 
to offer my services to your company, I am 24 years old 
and 1 have just finished rnv post-graduate studies at the 
Harvard Business School, I am a member of the First 
Methodist Church, of which my uncle, the Reverend Dr. 
Saunders, is the minister. 

Frankly, I know nothing about the practical side of the 
stock market. I have, however, made a thorough academic 

study of it under Professor B-, and I think I can 

learn the practical side in a short time. At least, I am 
going to try, as I find this field fascinating and I am eager 
to make good. 

I think it will interest you to know that my father is a 
prominent surgeon. Personally, I am acquainted with quite 
. a number of well-to-do physicians. These gentlemen are 
good prospects for a trustworthy investment company such 
as yours. Should I get this position, I will begin with them. 
And—if you will pardon my presumption—I know I can 
bring you business from the very start. 

The initial salary is not too important to me. What con¬ 
cerns me most is to prove my value to your firm. 

I am enclosing several references as to my character, 
my scholastic ability, and my practical workability, Busy 
as I know you are, I trust you will find the time to look 
at these references, 

May I hope for a favorable reply, at your convenience, 
to this application? 

Respectfully yours, 

Donald Earle 

This young man promptly landed the job. 

WHAT MAKES OR BREAKS A LETTER 
Now before you read the analysis of the two letters, jot 
down your own reasons for the failure of the first and the 
success of the second. 

Have you done so? Then compare your own reasons with 
the following: 

The first letter is little more than a plea for a job. It is 
based largely upon the “I-attitude” rather than upon the 
“yon-attitude.” For example: ‘7 am looking for a job’’—7 
would like”—‘7 am a graduate”—'‘7 have specialized”—‘I; 
want to supplement"—“f am asking for your help”—'T can 
have the opportunity.” 
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1, A person who gets absolution is 

a. all-powerful 

b. exempt Irom error in 
judgment 

o. forgiven for his sins 

2. The Apocalypse is the Biblical book of 

% Exodus 
It, Hevelation 

c. Genesis 

8, When a wan is an apostate, he 

a, becomes an evangelist 

b, deserts It is religion 

c, accepts the Apostles’ 
creed 

4. The Beatitudes are the 

a. Eight .Blessings of the Ser¬ 
mon on the Mount 

b. Ten Commandments 
v. halms of David 

5, The cosmogony of the Bible is 

a, the story ftf Creation 

b. the conversion of St. Paul 
e. the betrayal of jeans at 

the hands of jndas 

8. When Buddha received deification, he was 

a. put to death 

b. forgiven for his sins 
e. made into a god 

7. The expiation of a sinner means 

a. his expulsion from church 

b, the removal of his guilt 
through suffering 

e. the end of his life 

8. If a man made a fetish of anything, you could safely 
refer to him as 

a. Mindly devoted to it. 

1), festive 

e. irreligious 

9. The term hierarchy refers to 

■ a. a body of pnestlv rulers 

b. a higher grade of religious 
worship 


c. The belief in one God 

10. When an idea is ineffable, it is 

a. not subject to error 

b. too sacred for speech 

c. ineffectual as a prayer 

11. When an idea is infallible, it is 

a. not subject to error 

b. too sacred for speech 

c. ineffectual as a prayer 

12. The liturgy of the Catholic Church refers to 

a. the Mass 

b. the hooks of Catholic 
writers 

c. fiio vestments of the priests 

13. The word Messiah means 

a. the Anointed One 
1), the Suffering One 
o. The Messenger 

14. Metempsychosis is the belief in 

a. preordained destiny 
l). exemption from sin. 

c. transmigration of souls 

15. The omnipotence of God refers to 

a. His wisdom 

b. His goodness 

c. His power 

16. Tho omniscience of God refers to 

a, His wisdom 

b. . His goodness 
o. His power 

17. A pantheist is a man who believes in 

a. the identity of God and the 
Universe 

b. the supremacy of God 

c. the trinity of God 

18. If you believe in predestination, you are a 

a. fatalist 

b. man of destiny 

c. exempt from error 

19. A sacrilegious person is prone to 

a. self-sacrifice 

b. deep reverence 4 



e, violate something that is 
sacred 

20, A theocracy is a state governed by 

a. the people 

b, tied 

e. (lit; men of aristocratic 
birth 

—A?(.'ft(’«'r,v— 

1-c, 2-b (with a small letter, apocalypse means a prophetic 
revelation), 3 b, 4 a, 5-a, G-c, 7-b, 8-a, 9-u, 10-b, 11-a ] c, -a 
13-a, 14-c, 15-c, l(>-a, 17 a, 18 n, 19-e, 20-b 

D 

Now cheek the word that fits each of the following defini¬ 
tions: 

1. Jesus, thi> Anointed One 

2. the Book of Revelation 

3. the theory of the word’s creation 

4. the belief that God is identical 
with tlie world 

5. the elevation of a person to god- 
hood 

H, exempt from error 

7. the transmigration of souls 

8. the desertion of one’s faith 

9. .supremo blessedness 

10. Cod’s advance design for your fate p„. 

11. a church ritual p 

12. an object of blind devotion f„. 

13. all-knowing „ 

14. all powerful 

15. atonement for sin through suffering e_ 

16. a .God-government 

17. impious 

38. a body of ecclesiastical rulers 
\ 19. forgiveness for sin 
20. too lofty or too sacred for expres¬ 
sion 

—Ansutwi-r 

1-Messiah, 2-Apocalypse, 3 cosmogony, 4-pantheism, 5- 
deification, G-infallible, 7-metemp.syehosis, 8-apostasy, 9-bcati* 
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tude, 10-predestination, 11-liturgy, 12-fetish, 13-omniscient, 
14-omnipotent, 15-expiation, 16-theocracy, 17-sacrilegious, 
18-hierarchy, 19-absolution, 20-ineffable 

I 

Here is the correct pronunciation of the words: 

absolution: ab-so-LEW-shun 

Apocalypse: a-PQK-al-ips 

apostasy: a-POS-ta-see 

beatitude: be-AT-it-yood 

cosmogony: koz-MOG-o-nee 

deification, noun: dee-i-fi-KAY-shun 

deify, verb: DEE-i-figh 

expiation, noun: ex-pee-AY (as in day )-shun 

expiate, verb: EX-pee-ate 

expiable, adjective: EX-pee-a-bl 

fetish: FEE-tish or FET-ish 

hierarchy: HIGH-ur-ar-kee 

ineffable: in-EFF-a-bl 

infallible: in-FAL (to rhyme with pe/)-i-b! 

liturgy: LIT-ur-gee 

messianic, adjective: mes-see-AN-ik 

Messiah, noun: mes-SIGH-a 

metempsychosis: me-temp-si-KOE-sis 

omnipotent: om-NIP-o-tent 

omniscient: om-NISH-ent 

pantheism: PAN-thee (as in think)-km 

predestination: pre-des-ti-NAY-shun 

sacrilegious, adjective: sak-ri-LEE-jus, or salc-ri-LIJ-us 

sacrilege, norm: SAK-ri-lej 

theocracy, noun: thee (as in think) -OK-ra-see 

tlieoeratic, adjective: thee-o-KRAT-ik 
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YOUR FINAL TEST 


We’ve come a long way since the start of this hook, and 
school .is just about ready to close. I hope your lessons have 
been fun and that they have been profitable, too. How ranch 
have you really learned? There’s nothing like an examination 
if you w:m! to find out, and so this final chapter is given over 
to one,. 

There are some tricky questions in the test that follows, 
Still, every one has been answered in the foregoing pages. 
If you have studied this hook very carefully, your score should 
be close to 150 correct, which is 100 per cent. 

A review would lie a good idea before taking this test, 
Don’t, however, make the mistake of "cramming,” as so many 
students do at school, You may waste half of your effort if 
you review simply for the purpose of getting a high mark. 
Psychologists tell us that intention is very important in master¬ 
ing a subject and fastening it in your memory. If you plan 
to lcani for keeps, you will learn better. They say, also, that 
the more often you go over a subject, the more lasting will 
be the impression it leaves on your mind. So treat your review 
as an important part of your reading of this book. Review 
for permanent remembering. 

.Our .test consists of four parts—vocabulary, spelling, pro¬ 
nunciation,'and grammar. It’s fairly long, so sharpen your 
pencil and sharpen your wits and—good luck! 

I, Vocabulary 
A 

.. Check the correct word in each of the following pairs 
enclosed by parentheses: 

1. His argument was so (spacious, specious) that it ap¬ 
peared plausible. 


2. The (Chronicles, Chronicals) are two of the historical 
books in the Old Testament. 

3. Peter the Hermit, the apostle of the First Crusade, was 
an austere, self-denying and (esthetic, ascetic) monk. 

4. His argument was clever and tricky, but certainly not 
(ingenious, ingenuous). 

5. The grand jury (indited, indicted) the man as a spy. 

6. And the attorney general proceeded with the (prose¬ 
cution, persecution). 

7. The map indicated the exact (typography, topography) 
of the countiy. 

8. The prisoner (affected, effected) an air of innocence. 

9. Many people in Europe are still (alliterate, illiterate). 

10. His story sounded frank, friendly, and (veracious, 
voracious). 

11. He was a (skeptic, septic) who believed nothing, until 
it was proved tree. 

12. The old man was full of amusing (antidotes, anec¬ 
dotes) about famous people. 

13. The candidate had a glib tongue and a great (facility, 
felicity) of expression. 

14. To make a long story short, let me (eliminate, illumi¬ 
nate) all the unnecessary passages, 

15. France and Germany are (contiguous, contagious) 
countries. 

16. The labor leader (castigated, instigated) a strike for 
better wages. 

17. The judge refused fee divorce on fee ground of (collu¬ 
sion, collision) between the husband and the wife. 

18. He refused to go to church, and was (irrelevant, ir¬ 
reverent) in his attitude toward God. 

19. The judge (condemned, condoned) fee offense when 
the prisoner promised to behave, 

20. The child was fascinated by the regular (osculation, 
oscillation) of the pendulum. 

B ' , 

Indicate whether each of the following statements is true 
or fake: 

21. The scientific study of fee stars is called 

astrology. • True False 

22. A pediatrician is a specialist in children’s 

diseases, True False 
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x rue 


irabui ciog is called musiropnomi. 

24. A stationary store is a place where you 

can buy writing materials. * rm ’ * 

25. A podiatrist is a specialist who takas 

care of die foot , " : 

20. An optometrist is a person who measures 
the powers of vision. jj- w ‘ 

27, An optician is an eye doctor. Iruo 1 

28. An oculist fc a maker of eyeglasses. _ True l 

29, A person who lows the pleasures of life 

may be defined as uxorious, _ _ * nie * 

30. No person is so ineffable that he never 

makes a mistake. n xm) * 

31, Metrology is tile scientific study of tho 

,, r fnif‘ f 

weather. . 

32. Vulnerable people are worthy of rever¬ 
ence. . t nKi \ 

33, A ('ijnnsun: is a competent judge of art. Inn: h 

34. A ptjrammkc is a person addicted to 

setting fires. ( . , ^nte * 

35. .Ambition is the artificial watering of 
the laud. '' . T ™« * 

€ 

Match the words of the first column with die deficit 
of tho second columns 

.38. dispersion a. having a doubtful meaning 

37, ’aspersion b. a deadhouse or morgue 

38, illegible «. slander _ 

39, ineligible d. an animal with an armorlike coves 

40, mortuary e. not. easy to road 

4.1. moratorium f. a slight or trilling sin 

42. ambiguous g. living bothon land and in.water 
I 43, amphibious li. a legal suspension of payments 

44. armadillo i. not qualified 

45, peccadillo j. tho act'of scattering or the state 

being scattered 

P 

After each of the following-words, check the defsitttiim t 
fits it best! 


46. omnipotent 

(a) lacking in power, (b) a printed anthology, 

(c) all-powerful, (d) oppressive 

47. masochistic 

(a) pertaining to a massage, (b) deriving pleasure 
from receiving cruel treatment, (c) disguised by 
mask, (d) adapted for chewing 

48. presbyopia 

(a) long-sightedness, especially due to old age, (b) 
one of the Christian sects, (c) a reporter’s news 
item, (d) a certain land of drug 

49. sycophancy 

(a) an oriental tree, (b) a dog bite, (c) a fantastic 
idea, (d) base flattery 

50. aridity 

(a) a condition of dryness through excessive heat, 
(b) an inheritance, (c) a jingling song, (d) good 
riddance 

51. polyglot 

(a) a figure of many sides and angles, (b) a person 
with an excessive appetite, (c) a person with 
several wives, (d) a speaker of many languages 

52. chicanery 

(a) a plant used in adulterating coffee, (b) legal 
trickery, (c) a variety of sugar cane, (d) a can¬ 
ning factory 

53. acrimony 

(a) scientific agriculture, (b) bitterness of speech or 
temper, (c) tainted money, (d) the scientific 
study of crime 

54. surreptitious 

(a) stealthy, or accomplished by secret means, (b) 
pertaining to an irrational belief in the super¬ 
natural, (c) pertaining to a reptile, (d) charac¬ 
terized by useless repetition 

55. metempsychosis 

(a) a mental disease, (b) mental telepathy, (c) mental 
healing, (d) transmigration of souls 

II. Spoiling 

A . 

In each of the following groups, check the one word that 

is spelled wrong: 
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!J6. (a) supersede, .(b) precede, (c) indispensable, 

(<J). peroiove 

(a) weird, (b) pmiitmttery, (c) siege, (d) exceed 
58 , ( a ) schizophrenia, (b) ofervescent, (c) abscess, 

(d) permissible 

58, (a) tyrrany, (b) drunkenness, (c) noticeable, 

(d) separate 

BO, (a) resistant, (h) privilege, (c) analyze, (d) absciss 
BL (a) nmwinl, (b) announce, (e) malign, 

(d) accommodate 

52 . ( a ) assassinate, (b) penitentiary, (c) picnicking 
(d) dissipate 

33. (a) effervescent, (b) privilege, (c) aeknowlege, 

(t!) chrysanthemum 

34. (a) anihilnte, (i>) beneficent, (o) hypocrisy, 

{d} permissible 

!&'(„) a!«;«ss,. (b) picnicking, (c) anoint, (d) resistant 
B 

Id each of the following groups, check tbe one word that 
spoiled rij'liL’ 

3(1, (a) nuestionairo, (b) alright, (c) battalion, 

(d) anihilute 

p,7. (a) sacrilegious, (b) snperintcndnnt, 

(c) cnnscienscloiis, (d) dcscriminato 

38. (a) exWhVute, (b) questionnaire, (o) innoculate, 

(d) pandell 

39, (a) dfesapear, (b) innoewnw, (e) muendo, 

(d) dilletauto 

70, (a) vacillate, (b) dissention, («) oeummee, 

(d) dcssicatc 

71. (a) concensus, (b) ubsteusiou,.(e) tranquillity, 

(d) msypelas . 

n. (a) liquefy, lb) apellaHcm, (c) soppoena, (d) pita 

73, (a) villauy, (b) fusilbge, (c) gasseotis, (A) secretarial 

74 , (a) cattarh, (b) incidently, (e) all right, 

(d) altogether 

78, (a) colomdfC (b) fasclade, (c) Britannic, • 
(d)'hidrangpa 

C 

In oach of the following pairs, died A or B, whichever 
illiui* vou tliink is correct. / 


A 

B 

76. concensus 

consensus 

77. inuendo 

innuendo 

78. inoculate 

innoculate 

79. inocuous 

innocuous 

80. desiccate 

dessicate 

81. irridescent 

iridescent 

82. imbrolio 

imbroglio 

83. nemonick 

mnemonic 

84. herbaceous 

herbatious 

85. horsd’ouvers 

hors d'oeuvres 


III. Pronunciation 

Check the correct pronunciation of the following words: 

86. grimace (a) grim-ACE (b) GRIM-iss 

87. cerebral. (a) se-REE-bral (b) SER-e-bral 

88. museum (a) myou-ZEE-um (b) MYOU-zee-um 

89. genuine (a) JEN-you-in (b) JEN-you-wine 

90. adversary (a) ad-VERSE-e-ri (b) AD-ver-ser-ee 

91. infamous (a) IN-fam-us (b) in-FAME-us 

92. irrevocable (a) ir-REV-o-ka-bl (b) ir-re-VOkE-able 
93 sedentary (a) SED-en-ter-ee (b) se-DEN-ter-ee 

94. relapse (a) EEE-laps (b) re-UPS 

95. thyme (a) TIME b 

96. lingerie (a) lon-zhe-RAY (b) lan-zhe-REE 

97. acumen (a) a-KEW-men (b) AK-ymwen 

98. verbatim (a) ver-BAMm b '’er-BAT-nn 

99. impious (a) IM-pee-m b 

100. culinary (a) KUU-in-er-ree (b 

101. comparable (a) COM-par-a-bl b <»»««• ' bl 

102. gondola (a) GON-do-la b go^'h 

103. Laid (a) FLAS-sid b FLAM 

104 respite (a) re-SPITE (b) HES-pit 

l«.Sve (a) se-KREE-tiv (b) SEE-WOv 

106. heinous (a) HE-in-us b 

107. credence (a) KREE-dens b 

108. lichen (a) LITCH-en b 

109. ignominy (a) IG-no-mm-ee ) g 

110. dotage 7 (a) DOE-tij b DO^i, 

111. inchoate (a) IN-ko-ate. b Sro count 

112. viscount (a) VIE-count b VIS-count 

113. succinct (a) sus-SINKT ( ) 
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114, satiety (a) sa-TlE-e*tee (b)' SAY-shoe-et-ee 

115. lascivious (a) la-SIOV-ee-us (b) las-SIV*ee-us 

IV. Gramma? 

A 

In each of the following sentences, check the correct word 
in the parentheses: 

116. Come what (might, may), he was determined to see 
it through. 

117. Galileo decked that the earth (moves, moved) 
around the sun. 

118. I think he (don’t, doesn’t) know the truth. 

119. “I wish he (were, was) out of danger,” said the side 
boy’s mother. 

120. Perhaps he would toll the truth if you (asked, ask) 
him, 

121. Neither (3a.il nor Mary (has, have) been invited to 
the party. 

122. Mrs. Smith told Johnny that the scissors (was, were) 
top sharp for little children to play with. 

123. Ho got sick because he (laid, lay) too long in the sun. 

124. They were afraid they hadn’t (laid, lain) up enough 
money for their old age. 

325. (Lay, Lie) quietly til! the doctor comes. 

126. Mrs. Woodruff organized a club for (motkrs-io- 
law, mother-in-laws). 

127. She used two (spoonsful, spoonfuls) of sugar in bur 
cake recipe. 

B 

Correct the following sentences: 

128. All dressed for the occasion, the party was called oft, 

129. Walking into the airport, the plane had already left. 

130. To bo appreciated, you must see it for yourself. 

131. Speeding at 60 miles, two pedestrians were hit by 
the car, 

132. Picking up his paper, the headline announced the 
result of the election. 

C 

Indicate whether the italicized word in each of the follow¬ 
ing sentences is right or wrong: 
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133. Harry has seen less plays than his 


sister. 


Right 

Wrong 

134. 

He dislikes this sort of amusements. 

Right 

Wrong 

135. 

The lion was restlessly growling in 



ifs cag 

;o. 

Right 

Wrong 

136. 

Whose book is this? 

Right 

Wrong 

137. 

Who do you expect will be the next 


lightweight champion? 

Right 

Wrong 

138. 

He was so busy, he most forgot the 



appointment. 

Right 

Wrong 

139. 

He did his job very good. 

Right 

Wrong 

140. 

Nobody knows better than he how to 



do it. 

Everybody except he would fall 

Right 

Wrong 

141. 



down on the job. 

Right 

Wrong 

142. 

Let it remain a secret between you 


and /. 

Right 

Wrong 

143. 

Peace is preferable than war. 

Right 

Wrong 

144. 

She is identical with her twin sister. 

Right 

Wrong 

145. 

He should of known better. 

Right 

Wrong 

146. 

I disagree with him about the merits 


of the 

!%■ , 

Right 

Wrong 

147. 

Franks job is similar with Bill’s. 

Right 

Wrong 

148. 

The idea originated with him, 

Right 

Wrong 

140. 

No sooner had be sat down than the 


telepho 

no rang. 

Right 

Wrong 

150. 

He trusts nobody but you and I. 

Right 

Wrong 


—Answers— 

I A: 1-specious, 2-Chronicles, 3-ascetic, 4-ingenuous, 5- 
indieted, 6-prosecution, 7-topography, 8-affected, 9- 
illitcratc, l()-veracious, 1.1-skeptic, 12-anecdotes, 13- 
facility, 14-eliininate, 15-contiguous, 16-instigated, 
17-collusion, 18-irreverent, 19-condoned, 20-oscilla- 
tion 

I B: 21 -false, 22-truc, 23-false, 24-false, 25-true, 26-trae, 
27-false, 28-false, 29-false, 30-false, 31-false, 32-fake, 
B3-fal.se, 34-true, 35-fake 

l C; 36-j, 37 c, 38-e, 394, 40-b, 41-h, 42-a, 43-g, 44-d, 
45-f 

I D: 46-c, 47-b, 48-a, 49-d, 50-a, 514, 52-b, 53-b, 54-a, 
55-d 

H A: 56-d, 57-b, 58-b, 59-a, 60-b, 61-a, 62-c, 03-c, (34-a, 
(i>a 
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Ajui 'i.-.vi;, ■ 1 ■ ii- i 

Ar,h,iiei{.v,j, IK-tn 1 ) 

-I'ivli'in j.'iii lii 

-V'I,'.',i, ('17-14-j 
.•Ir.iBwfii-. 2:1,8!) 

UrcMfr-. 

Anirlrs, t.'U-Ili.'i 

-is -ill,! Mr, lyo-liu 
.4-i. rtir, iw.-t-fi.itin, 125-],Pi 
■ Ipvrvirii, I lift. 148 
■'i - .. 1 *i, ill-lit; 

-ii'l'-'iHii.mi; iti,! ortiiif,y !(i Ip.] 

.■4f.5r.-i-.fii, f io ■ j: i 

r.jud f.-ri I (ill 

.ili’r iirii'.Jl .!!!,;] Ill (ijfl.m, Jllll.lfilj 

thirl iipti hiifli/, (7 I -! Vp 

Ihitllnune, 1 b-'s - i tilt 

Oimi.fii}.;. vc-dinjitn. t.f, JM.MA4 
Di'.ltitlliti:, Bufl..3i) j 
HrUtrn.r, ffli-'/il 
M.-fti itrinl, 8,-i 

W!-K iiui'fi-rj, 247, 810-850, 253- 

Oik'iiuiMijiu, 254 8'.7 
! in. i ]-; 
ill,110-) 54 

Hilf.irllV, biokpieut, 08, IfJi'l 
H»r:,<v> nil,! i) Hit. 151.1 -»;i 
Oifiiny, /'.'.'.ill! f. ,r.;i. '.10...too 

fi.iicifi/iif, viii 
i'-'iKt-, In,' i Dei 
Hinii.r,.. r„,f.!s f.ii ;;;; 

ilminrH bit,i 
r Ir-siiipj, :!!)5 
l.r-lilnltH, 2ffil-2i)j 
V/l: ll !.r SilV .Hi ] !«,», ^ 

81'l 294 

Htifir,-, Srtiini. i, n'.i.-i.-.j, :;.;ii 
n 

A #4 





Cmhivcrm, 270-872 
■Callous, 24-25 
Capital uml capital, i [9*18,1 
Capitalism, 0(1-93 
C timirora, carnivnnuts, I8i’-lfl6 
Cartel, 131-154 
Givitiguie, 34-35 
i'.Vtuvr ami .'vmor, 8,7, 32 
ikntiitmk mid mitip, 137-143 
<Vii, Hewlett, .pintcd, 14-J 
Vluitipiuim, 01-03, 882-7,HO 
Chianti,ay, rliir,me, 181-180 
Chimerical, rhitiwm, 2.02-88(1 
Chiropodist mill i hiuipeurtnr, 79-84 
Chronic niid vhnniirk, ,11S1-J20 
Cift-Kmldi'niOnt, 249 
Claoscs, in n,implex sriitcuas, 231- 
233 

in f'cmitDmiil-i'NiiiipK’ii lirnfi-mms, 

233-234 

ciKirdirmlir, 23!■-288, 283-284 

urn! ficiiirm.-..-;;, dilfi-n-m-,-;; hi.-iwimu, 

230*2.11 

ChiU’itrofiluiim, 855-2,57 
Oiirsc awl fcif-ti-, I i(l-120 
CaUtibimu'ian, 00-02 
Collateral, 150-151 
(Utlklhn, ill) -lii 1 . 

Ctilkiii'M, titl-H2 

Ct'IU'u'tui ami rnlhiilati, 80-82, 110- 
143 

Colmw, utinr;, 2.H5 
Coimms!:, mini.;, 2111,-203 
C.'imliin,-, 110 (111 
Cimmiisarntr, 52-55 
('limipuii.-imi, of iiilj.-i-tivcii, 1.10-132 
of iiiivr-rlv;, 171-174 
(luw/tik, 52-55 
Cnmpli-v w-Hirnr.-ii, 212. 8113 
(Umiptimlr, 58.-55 
Cainpht, 53-53 

Ciuiipimml-i-imijilre swilnmira, 232- 
8.13 

(Innip.mml n-lafivi- prcmniiis, <!,'! 

(.'cminmmi lii-tili-.u-i-s, 811-?,33, SOS 

CnnipwiM'ir;, 89-72 

CoiUii tUrak, 58.-55 

Cmulllak, 52-53 

f.'mmw-'f, 52-55 

Cmnulmn, Uil ilti 

(kmaiir, 32-55 

Vtmrksini)}, 53-55 

Can,km:, 2324918 

Cimludvr, 840 

Otmjmni, 53-55 
(kmiicnud, 1111-1-13 
Cmii'anitai, 138-143 
Cniijimrticm:, 188-102,180-107 
cn-wdiinuinf}, 232-233 
(tmihte, 101-198 

mill pfrrwmtiuiii;, comparing, 188* 

190 


aubordinating, 212-233 
Connoisseur, 138-143 
Conrad, Joseph, quoted, 281 
Conservatism, 90-93 
Conspire, 53-55 
Constrict, 53-55 

Contagious and contiguous, 110-118 
Contaminate, 53-55 
Contemptible and contemptuous, 164. 
1139 

Cimnirge, 53-55 
Conversation, 274-281 
slung and undesirable expressions. 
278-281 

subjects to avoid, 277-278 
subjects to talk about, '275-277 
voice, cultivating pleasant, 274-2713 
Cimvimlkt, 43-47 
C'diitmte, 53-55 

Co-ordinate clauses, .231-233, 283- 
284 

Corroboration, 60-62 
Cotmsm, 80-82 
Cosmogony, 298-101 
Council and counsel, 164-169 
Credible and credulous, .163-109 
Crematorium, 137-143 
CpoplioWi), 255-257 
Cyiumre, 136-143 

Dangling participles, 56-59 
Hushes, using, 260 
Deification, deify, 298*301 
Demonstrative adjectives, 133-134 
Demonstrative pronouns, 147 
Dermatologist, 79-84 
Despondent, 69-71 
Desultory, 282-286 
Devotee, 43-47 
Dexterous, 69-72 

Dictionary, word-stories in, 19-20 
Dilettante, 43-47 
Dipsomania, 255-257 
Disburse, 151-153 

Disinterested ami uninterested, 184- 
169 

Dispassionate, 182-186 
Dispersion, 130-143 
Duelers, kinds of, 78-85 
Dogmatic, dogmatism, dogma, 92-93, 
124-128 

Don't and doesn't, using, 89 
Dossier, 182-188 
Double conjunctions, 191-192 
Double negatives, 178 

Ebullient, 182-160 
Eccentric, eccentricity, 124-128 
Educational subjects, 98-104 
Effect and affect, 27, 31-33, 94 
Egwientrlotty, egocentric, 181-188 
Egoism, 90-93 



Eftfltn hum, 255-257 
Elmitnl anil elecatot, 

Klimtrwfe. IKI414 

Embri/tibWi, embryirhy'lst.M-flU 
Eminent anil hnminnlt, 103-1 Mi} 
Empty words, ail-252 
Rnemite, 34-30 
faiiginatir, i'liignia, 124-15H 
Entumi’livti, eiitomiiliinist, 99402 
Entrepreneur, 151-154 
Epicure,mlm, 91-93 
Eqtiinwil, 282-2N0 
SituivmiW, 34-31) 

Knulitf, 00-72 

Esthetic, esthetirinm. I'stkia, 12S-I2H 
Etymology, I'tymologist, 0! 1 ■ I i>2 
Euphemistic, euphemism, •’■70-2 ti 
Etanvxcant, 270-272 
Exaecrfnite, 34-37 
Rxcofit null titTi'i't, 10,1-109 

Exceptionable iuvi I'.u'i'iifiYm.'if, I'M- 
100 

Ifclamutimi puints, usiiiit, 200 
Expiation, expiate, npial'lr, £90- 
301 

Extant iiiivl esterit, 119 -120 
Exlrwrt, -11!- IV 

Facilitate mill facility, 34 - 3 /. UO- 

111 

Fiewfh ism, OO-'.KS 

Falicitulr mill felicity, 34-37, HO¬ 
MS 

Fetish, .290-301 

Flint's iiiii 1 litters, |?1 1 n'.il.-i of, 100 
Financial mutters, iviml-i iilK'itt, IMI- 
154 

Fl#Bi4to.20£-2KO 
Fbniibeyant, 200-272 
Foreign pliriM. 19U-2.05 
Emmalfy him] fnnnerhi, 10340!) 
Fowler, Hi W„ quoted, 155. 159, 
501,1««, 191, 270 
Freni* pbiusrs, 10N-205 ■ 

Future-perfect Irmm wf verbs, 05 

Future tni'ii* nf verbs, Mi '-'H 

Giiffuhmv, 282-280 
(li'hllitii'il, 13(144.') 

(lender iif pumroim, 1(10 
Gtnoefifc, 370-878 
GemJiwtf and wontaphv, 104 
Geology, ffiMi-t, girntogiral. 00-104 
(b’rffitrirtrtn, gpriatries, Ull-N 

<,VfflwmiV?,S2-2f!0 

ii,hid ami writ, 174-175 
Grammar: agrtwineut n( subject* tisiiS 
mbs i» numbers, 80-8S) 
dimglmg .psitfcipH 50-31.1 
final ti-it im, MK-310 
switMiw! stiuiNHH*. 230-33.8 
lusting prefii.'fcwv in, 15-17 


Sir ills o Atlii-ftivs-s; Adveib*; <!,«(-. 
jmnfiim'.i iuun; 

I'l.niiMiil-i; Puuctiuti.m; Vim-Ik 
(+ rjip/ntb.gy 1 grapho/ogisf, 9940 ( 
(■f/ituilnii-x, .200-272 
iljn'fi wnrils, plural filml of, 107 

lJii'|.!iirin!r;, 2.0, 181-186 

i.'fiUM amt in 1, I 1 ' ! 153 
i.’inVliifiiiiil, 130-1-13 
t!yih.riiltigist, V3-5*5 

Heredity, 130-113 
llieranhy, 200-3(i! 
llippocrutie, Hippocrates, 137-143 
Historical prniwi, 23K-245 

IhuiiniU’nrelts, tloinirgenritij, 2H9-272 
Human mleii-si in writing, £53-353 
fll/dru/ilhil'hi, £35-357 
Hyphenated words. plural bums of, 
Hill 

flypurhoutlriite, 13 ■■!?, 110-115 
llypneritiral, 137 • lilt 
110-115 

liript>ieuuw and hypothesis, I'.1(1-Ml) 
lly/m-ph,drill, 235-257 

282-286 

Igunmirikm. ii:iiii«im«;, 2fi:i-27St 
lllf/tiide. 137-113 
!,'literati, «!)•-72, IH-'-l 15 
l/tiimiuate, 1 Hi 115 

liiinuni'iif and euuneuf, lot 101) 

hntnrnni,m%. 2N2-2HO 

impei.gii ■' inuert >’i vi-rlii, using, 7fi 

Ini i jiniiiiif,', 35.37 
hdefiitlgable, Oil-72 
tmlietei! and indited, 1044(4! 

In,H0 'nr,'. Kill 155 
ludieidualnm, 'll ''3 
Imlnieni, 69 “2 

lm!iwiiab!e. 202-200 

hn’iliihti, 200-501 
InciigiHe, 137 ■ M3 
Jnfailihle, 200 ■OH 
inimitivei, splitting, 70-77 
biji'iirinit, 15U l.i.i 
InfiriiNt', 2-5' 25 

bineniom and in^mnsm. 105-Kill 
ImOn.v, .'i‘5-i'!7 
'25-25 

Jitm/i'iiK 1 and imuiOt, 

/ir.iib.rnr, iMl-loii 
InsiwnU, 35 i? 

In(i-.r)i.'(:!i>>ii5, K'7-litf) ■ 
htetmitieiti, 8U8-8BU 
Ir.tnn am! intfillMl, 30<-!i-5. 
llijl'HiigatiVn I'l. I57-l!:dj 
filO’nnib:. ,1-1 -57 
hibaiisiifiO' virrtu, 3H-JO 
I'nOvpi Orv, Mlt*i - l*W, I’.tiH 
iitfran r), I'i- 5(5 


fnvitnliims and imswcrs, v,•riflin', 2(J8„ 
2S9 

fmnblr, 09-72 
tni’glilnr ailj.Ttivi's, 132 
li~.-i.;nl,ir nmm plurals, 107 
Irri-iiuhu vutlffi, 48-52 
Imlcwttt, 182-180 
'Iriifiiit,!, 33-37 

Isa in. 89-93 
hiuw, 24-20 

Kli'pfiimaiiia ami Hejihmankc, 34» 
47, 255-257 

Latin plmisus, 200-?,05 
Latin wards, plural form of, 107 
lavish, 23-25 
/.riff and lie, 38, 40-12 
Lind nml bnrmn, 151453 
Limmril, l’rof. 8. A., quoted, 102 
tensor, 150-154 
Lett,u writing, 237-295 
Imsiiit'S'; letiei'3, 200-295 

social litters, 288-299 
LiahiUtws, 151-153 
l.ihadim, 90-03 ' 

Lien, 150-154 

Like and ok, 190-191 

Lineolii, Abralumi, quoteil, 248 

l.imjiitslte. (ifipuivt, 99-103 

Lin'din: wants, Her, Goujunctiims; 

Pri'iiiwitimia 
UtHir.n, £9(1-301 
Llnyri, Ch.ulc.'i Alien, 170 
Lmlgu, Homy Cn5.it, quoted, 240- 
247 

ItiilUiii'ioin, 09-72 

Lmtittbury, Prof. Tlwimw H., quoted, 
220 

Lttshima, 519-25 
Ltuttriuiifi, IflO-lflfl 

Miiei.vdJt'mmw, 09-72 
Mtibidmit, 09-72 
.Mania;;, vuenbntnry uf, 254-258 
Miniiittw, 282-280 

Mamhutii, mwchism, 124-128 
Miiitimhk, 27,-20 
Maternity nn,l mirnity, 110415 
Msmglmm, Stmiewt, qiinted, 145 
Medical specinlists, 78-85 
Mi'iphmuul/i, 255-257 
Maskiimiii, MessLth, 290-301 
Mt-kunpiiychwis, 290-301 
Mrtrnrnbi’it, mltmdosist, 1)9 -104 
Mi tndnpi, .101 
hUlttatv, 110415 
Misutithti'pn, 43-47 
Ifisnegciwtiiiii, 209.272 
Misrrly, 24 
Mfawjmt, 4347 


Milieate, 110-115 
Mating,imy, 110410 
Mmommiti and monomaniac, 44-47, 
255-257 

Monotheism, 00-93 
Monotony, 110-115 
Moods of verbs, 73-78 ^ 

Moratorium and mortuary, 137-143 
MX mostly, and almost, 172-173 
Munificent, 23-20 
Munthc, Axel, quoted, 251 
Myopic, myopia, 124-128 

Naturalise, 137-142 
Negatives, double, 178 
Nqiolism, 91-93 
Net, 121 

Net and gross, 151453 
Neurologist, 79-84 
Neutralize, 137-143 
Niggardly, 24-25 
Not so and not m, 192 
Noted and notorious, 103-109 
Nouns, 28 

that describe people, 43*47 
plural forms of, 105-109 
possessive, plural forms of, 108- 
109 

and verbs, comparison, 27, 31-33, 
94-98 

Noxious, 24-25 
Nyctophobia, 255-257 
Nymphomania, 255-257 

Obdurate, 69-72 
Objects of verbs, 40 
Obsequious, 282-280 
Obstetrician, obstetrics, 80-04 
Octopus, 110-115 
Oculist, 79-84 
Oligarchy, 282-280 
Omissions in sentences, 264-265 
Omnipotent and omniscient, 206-301 
Ophthalmologist, 79-84 
Optician and optometrist, 79-85 
Optimist, 110415 
Orthodontist, orthodontia, 79-84 
Orthopedist, 78-85 
Oscillation and osculation, 137-143 

Mifical, 69-72 
I'lmegyr k, 182-186 
Pantheism, 296-301 
Parentheses, using, 207-268 
Parenthetical expressions, 262 
Parsimony, parsimonious, 182-180 
Participles, dangling, 56-59 
Passive voice of verbs, 3840 
Past-perfect tense of verbs, 65-60 
Past tense of verbs, 65-60 
Peccable, 283-286 
Peccadillo, 137-143 





Vnunim, 150-151 
Pediatrician, pediatries, 78-85 
Fmilo/% penologist, 9SI-I03 
Puremjitnnj, 2H3-2H6 
Periods, using, 201-265. 

Persecution mid prosecution, U1T109 
Personal pronoun:!, I t”- 1-ivi 
fcKpkacity, perspioiekwi, 206-2,72 
Phalanx, } i i 
Pharynx, 130-14,1 
Fhiluminrr, 188-143 
Philanthropist, 130-113 
Philip, PritF. (loniuir, 1 ftM 
Philology, philologist, 99-103 
Phlegmatic, phlegm, 124-128 
Phuhinti, vocabulary of, 254-258 
Phrases mid sentences, Limipiiiiiiin, 
230-281 

Flujsia, physicist, physical, DU-103 
Physiology, physioiogisf, lOO-IO i 
Phyxiothauidst, 79-85 
riiimnt, E3-2.fi 

Plan* names often umprumnmivd, 
222-2’M 

Plimtus, ((imtfil, 252 
Plebeian, 1 ti) 

Plural forms of mams, figim'S, shoes, 
and letter.*, 1(15-1011 
Plural mams, agreement of deniMii- 
sfr.it ivc objectives with, i‘n • I i I 
Plural verbs anti .subjects, ngirerueMl 
nf, Mti-S!) 

P/utotiinriM, 115,I 257 
a Podiatrist, 76-85 
f fchll’Jot, 136 l id 
. Polygon, 136-143 
Polytheism, iKi-'i.'l 

I'lftitive drgice, of initiatives, MO 

1,11 

uf adverbs, 173-174 
Possessive iiimna, plural forms nf, 
lOfMOU 

Ptathuuttmsfy, 200-1173 
Pwiicstin/itlm, 290101 
Predicate adjectives, 175 
Preiiiuales nf Sentences, 231 
Prefixes, 52-53, 50-<l!) 

wnreet spilling nf, 200 
l’n.i{i»!aiiini5,102-11.17 
and cm>inru,4ions, emniwriSMa, 188. 

urn 

at end nl sentences, 102-103 
Presbyopic, jif« •sf/fwfite, 124-128 
Preseiit-jierfiat tense nf verb, l’4M 
Present tense nf vert):;, 04-05 
ftwwppwi 249 

and principle, 1 fn-UM 
Principal pmts of irregular whs, 50- 
51 

Pwrvrf and p/ccctk, I (44-100 
Ptmmtlmb , 20 

IVn.ifnr am! ptmmtrn, 130143 ; 


Prodigi/mul progeny, llO-Mli 
J*m>,-' iId Is! 

I'r.mnme;, 00-07,-134, 145-14:1, 155. 

tin 

demmistrative, 147 
gender nl, Kill 
!nfer(,ii;ative, 157 ■ l,‘ill 
peisiiii.il, MV-149 
relative, 155-1,all 
ihnuunctatiun, 218-2E9 
as aid correct spelling, £08-297 
liuai tisif mi, 3Dd-30;i 
nf nanles nf hiSJni'inil penum, £44- 
215 

silent lellvn,, iiJV-'lii'i, '.iiit 
testing pi.'fi, ii-fii v in, 15 
Word t:,iii), ‘i ahnnt, 224'220 

w.eds ii.'.i,,!, 47, 55 

Hi!, M.I..S5, 93, tf'tl-),(»'<* 

I Hi, 123-MO, 14.J-M4,” |:, s‘- 
IHi 1, lfiO-MV, 2o-l-£ii5, lug- 

ill') a,'i- ,1-1' i>-,( i,-7 

“III I *”*■ i ,.t, 

HHi'i, anl 
,'M. 37 

1'r.ncrihnt and prgwn’fvj. tfit■ Ifii.l • 
Vatrhki’h:!, v-i>, hkO-u, 7<»-.«*5 
PsychucOUihj..!, jn-f»,vrrt.-;tysa.-Sitl.Jjg 
t’lmefi/ii'iis, nil - V.* 
i'lmctnafi.in, 2'!l-2(‘8 

f.iiwiii, Vi,! -Mm 
da1I1, ;!00 

rvlam.if:na p.vtnf. '.flili 
pan-iitln a-s ill'7 -.'.(l.'i 
l" i|nd, '.In 1 ;iii , 
qie li.ei ai.i:!:, :;!,!> 
ipeitatum ni,nits, 

s.-mnailnii, 2(12-204 
Pungent, 2,1 
1'nsiUimimnn, 70-72 
I’ymmmk, r,f*f#457 
l l !m«llri(|!,|!', 44 ■ I ,’ 

Qwwliitt, 28.1-2811 
Unrstlnft liiiub, mine, 200 

UW'Stmas, ill(itt) mil} lii:fj!'ja:j, ilfiff 

<>fi-Kir«f, 24!* 

t,hlwUe, ymvtism. 124-!2fi 

Ouniatinii uiadi.r, irthtp, i’lliid'fiV 

iimlicutiim, oh :yi 
iijinmin’n, mi.lVjt 
fl/lur.'i'MlS, lOil-lNf! 

Rentier's lH ;7 fie, ttmHin.i, M3 
li- ,i)ir,i, i'v, r,:u|ir,.',-,if,i i 1 1 ■■ Jf-V’ 
lh '.Mil 
Hi’i'.lilar V'erhs, M 
lleiatlsi' pinnoims, 1",.’> 1'i't 
liriinimiS H-irtdv .nut l* inn, 2!!t>i7;01 
iii wiim I'if'ioe, 1MM:; i 

111!"*', jani- 'i Wins,.ft, 277 

ffi.narfiji flofttjifcr, 'Ith-Ut 


If 


V f 


v. 

■'i 



1 


ftofiers, Will, .100 
Jtnnset.’ll, Tlk-iidure, 270 
ihnticiitc, 31-717 

.Wn'h'fdeiis, Mcrskw, 200-301 
Smiklk, sadism, sadist, . 124-120 
Salubrious, 23-20 
Fmhitani, 23 
Smi«iifm.', 69-72 
•SarifemV, mrthmHsm, 124-139 
Sutiiitc, 34.37 
S'flt’nrp, 23-25 

Schizophrenia, schizophrenic, 101- 
187 

Scintillate ;m,l scinliUatino, 34.37 
200-273 ' 

Scurrilous, 200-273 
Seismic, sekmoamphy, .124-129 
Sttlsmahitm, sckmiofM, 100-103 
Snmteilrms, tirisni;, 203-204 
Scntwicvs, 230-238, 2411-254 
fiend style in writing, 248-254 
ptiriiiies and disiiseii as narta of, 
230-231 

simple, rmnptnind, complex, com- 
I'-iimnl-ciinipies, 231-233 
slovenly, 233-230 
Stffifre, 11,0-1 Hi 
Hi-iiunSeml, lyi-UKJ 
Seraphim, 130-144 
Hhnll anti mil!, (1(1-08 
Shaw, Bernard, ijnrtol, 219 
Simple-sentences, 231 
Simlatu, 34-37 

Sintiidiir and plural nouns, aRreemnnt 
«>f demmistralivi* adjectives with, 
133-134 

Mnpiar and phtml verhs and sub- 
iw-’ts, afireement of, 88-89 
Skeptic, -1.1-17, 110-110 
Sh'iitkhm, 181-93 
i)!mi|’, 278-281 
Sh‘tn and slow!;/, 170 
Sneed letter*;, writinc, 28H-290 
Siiiioiific, 125-129 
fiiwi-ii'P- mid ciwciom, 1(13-100 
Slumnedic, 124-129 
Speakinj; voiiy, cuitiviUinn enod, 

n r »t; 

Sjndoih ’i;n, 104 
Sjiellhitt, 200-217 
final !i‘-.t mi, 305-307 
prmnmciatimi as aid to, 200-21)7 
silent letters, 207-203 
Ml rules, 208-2)1 
testiiiit proficiency in, 1! 
word Kamcii iihont, 211-217 

Split intinitivei, 78-77 
SpiMiereuii'i, 110-117 
Stile,nation, 150-153 
Stuliimm und stntiimenj, 110-120 
Stimulus and slimulunt, 103-109 


Stipend, 150-154 
Stoicism, 90-93 
Subjects of sentences, 40, 231 
agreement with verhs in number. 
80-89 

Sublimate, 34-37 
Succulent, 23-25 

Subjunctive mood of verhs, using, 
73-75 

Suffixes, correct spelling, 20!) 
Superlative degree, of adjectives, 130- 
132 

of adverbs, 173-174 
Surplus, 151-153 
Surreptitious, 183-187 
Sycophantic, sycophancy, suemhant, 

I ",1.190 

Syllable, 00-02 
Syllabus, 00-02 
Symmetry, 50-62 
Symposium, 59-02 
Synagogue, 59-82 
Synchronism, 60-62 
Syndiaitc, 60-02 
Synod, 60-82 
Synonyms, 22-25 
Synopsis, 00-02 
Synthesis, 00-82 

Taciturn, 89-72 
Teachers and studies, 98-104 
Tenacious, 24-25 
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Tenuous, 209-2,73 
Tctmaitmt, 43-47 
Terrapin, 136-144 
Terrestrial, 283-2H0 
Teutonic, Teuton, 125-129 
Thanatophobia, 255-258 
Theocracy, theocratic, 296-301 
Theology, theologian, 100-103 
Thoreau, Henry David, quoted, 247 
Titanic, titan, 125-129 
Topography, 104 
Torso, 110-110 
Toxic, toxin, 124-129 
Transcend, 249 
Transitive verbs, 38-40 
Triskaideknphobiu, 255-258 
Trousseau, 110-116 
Truculent and truculence, 119-120 
Twain, Murk, 19 
quoted, 118, 208 
Tycoon, 150-154 

Typography, typographer, 100-104 

Vbhiuitmis, 283-286 
Unctuous, 283-286 
Vwsthctic, 110-110 
Unsavory, 24-25 
Unstinted, 23-25 
Usurious, 103-100 
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